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we Contact us for a brochure or to discuss your project. 
National www.alitex.co.uk 01730 826900 
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Come and see us at RHS Chelsea Flower Show on stand MA10. 


In partnership with 


JASON INGRAM, RHS LINDLEY LIBRARY 


editors: letter 


Researching, tracking down and trialling plants 
can become something of an obsession; I speak 
from experience and suspect many of you will 
also have the same ‘condition. Separating the 
good from the bad or indifferent takes time, 
therefore, advice from those who’ve enjoyed a 
lifetime’s learning is always much appreciated, 
particularly when that person is held in high 


regard by other plant experts the world over. 
This issue, I’m delighted that the highly revered garden designer, writer and 
historian Penelope Hobhouse reveals 100 of her favourites. With her vast 
knowledge, whittling the list down was never going to be easy, so Penelope 
has focused on beautiful plants that are exceptionally hard working and 
which she’d recommend all gardeners try growing. In previous February 
issues, other luminaries such as Beth Chatto, Piet Oudolf and Dan Pearson 
have discussed their 100 Must-Haves, and it’s fascinating to compare their 
lists. (Note back issues of printed copies often sell out but digital downloads 
are available, see page 105 for details.) This month also sees the start of our 
new Plantsman’s Favourites series, written by one of the finest nurserymen 
in Europe, Hans Kramer of De Hessenhof Nursery in the Netherlands; 
galanthophile Val Bourne looks at the legendary EA Bowles’s snowdrop 
collection; and expert grower John Hoyland selects the finest witch hazel. 
I hope you find many of these plants as irresistible as I do and please don’t 
worry if you become obsessed, youre in very good company. Enjoy the issue. 
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SUBSCRIBE AND SAVE 
Take out a digital subscription to 
GARDENS ILLUSTRATED see page 36 


FERGUS GARRETT CAROL KLEIN DANIEL J HINKLEY 
Plantsman and head Plantswoman and American plantsman, 
gardener at Great presenter of BBC planthunter, horticultural 
Dixter in East Sussex. Gardeners’ World. writer and lecturer. 
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Thanks to plant collector EA Bowles many excellent 
snowdrops remain in cultivation, page 76. 


ALYS FOWLER DAN PEARSON 
Kew-trained gardener, Garden designer, 
author and television plantsman and 
presenter. columnist. 
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Plants 


22 ~Plantsman’s favourites In the first of a new 
series, Hans Kramer, owner of the highly 
respected Dutch nursery De Hessenhof, selects 
his favourite plants for February 

39 Penelope Hobhouse’s 100 great garden plants 
The grande dame of garden design recommends 
the 100 plants every gardener should consider 

68 Plant profile: Hamamelis Its common name, 
witch hazel, may not have anything to do with 
sorcery, but this plant with fiery winter flowers 
can cast a warm spell on cold February days 


Places 


52  Awork of art The modernist architect and 
town planner Sir Frederick Gibberd used 
sculpture to create a private garden as 
distinctive as his buildings and public spaces 
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66 
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Making the most of a small space Garden 
designer Sarah Price takes a look at three 
designer gardens to examine what works and 
what doesn’t in a tight urban space 

Feathered friends Poultry and beautiful borders 
don't always mix, but before you chicken out on 
keeping hens, let Francine Raymond explain the 
pitfalls and pleasures of sharing your garden 
with a flock of feathered friends 


Who's who Meet Hans Kramer the unassuming 
owner of one of the most respected, organic & 
nurseries in Europe — and our new columnist 5 
Keeping the faith EA Bowles, one of the best 
know galanthophiles of the last century, was 
also a talented painter who captured the beauty 
of his beloved snowdrops in watercolour 
sketches. Val Bourne explores his legacy 
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122. Grand designs Frank Ronan finally moves 


into his new Californian home and has some 
bold ideas for transforming its garden 


Design 


87 


90 


95 


Design update The latest projects and events, 
including the winners of the 2014 BALI awards, 
wild meadows in the city, new exhibitions and 
the first public glasshouse in the UK to be 
heated entirely by green energy 

Design ideas: the hard stuff — garden 
materials Choosing the right plants is only half 
the story when it comes to creating a beautiful 
garden — finding the right hard landscaping 
materials for pathways and paving is just as 
important. Annie Guilfoyle explains all the 
points you need to consider 

Design sourcebook Give your feathered friends 
astylish home with our selection of coops 


Regulars 


101 


110 
111 
121 


Editor’s letter 

Contributors 

Dig in What's happening this month, including 
Manchester's snowdrop installation, new tools 
and bulbs, and the best places to see orchids 
Get kitted out For a perfect potting shed 
Gardener cook Jojo Tulloh gets creative with 
willow in the garden and winter veg in the kitchen 
Gardening talent Meet Matthew Reese head 
gardener at Malverleys in Hampshire 
Subscription offer Save money when you 
subscribe to the digital edition 

Books New books for gardeners, including 
Secret Gardens of the Cotswolds by Victoria 
Summerley and Hugo Rittson-Thomas 
Crossword and how to buy back issues 
Classifieds 

Next issue What's coming up in March 


Subscribe 
e~ save 


EVENTS AND 
OFFERS 


DAV IDHARBER 


sundials ¢ sculptures ¢ water features 


01235 859300 www.davidharber.co.uk 
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VAL BOURNE 

Val, recently voted Journalist 

of the Year at the Garden 

Media Guild awards, has 

been an organic gardener 

™) n since the age of three. She is 
ly passionate about snowdrops 
y and on page 76 she explores 


the legacy of another 
galanthophile EA Bowles. 


LYNN KEDDIE 


s oe 


“EA Bowles provides a living link between the Victorian 
snowdrop lovers and modern galanthophiles.” 


TIM RICHARDSON 

Tim is the founder-director of 
the Chelsea Fringe Festival 

and the author of a number 

of acclaimed books on garden 
subjects, including Arcadian 
Friends: Inventing the English 
Landscape Garden. On page 52 
he revisits the sculpture garden 
of Sir Frederick Gibberd. 


“Revisiting Frederick Gibberd's garden, was a marvellous 
experience because it is now in such good and careful hands.” 


FRANCINE RAYMOND 


A long-time promoter of 
making more of your garden, 
Francine loves gardening then 
cooking her produce. But it’s 
hens that are her real passion. 
Would she recommend her 
feathered friends to real 
gardeners? Yes, but read her 


provisos on page 82. 


“Aim to give your flock the best life possible and as much 
freedom as their safety and your gardening ambitions allow." 


aes PENELOPE 

= HOBHOUSE 

Until recently Penelope filled her 
life with writing and garden 
design. Now over 80, she tends 
her own ‘must-have’ plants in a 
small, sheltered garden in 
Somerset. On page 39 she 
recommends the 100 plants no 


JASON INGRAM 


garden should be without. 


“Keep the garden simple with strong plant shapes, repetition and 
restful colour combinations. A restricted palette is often best.” 
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Excellent service. Trees fantastic Allen Groundcare 


Absolutely fantastic service from selection to planting 
Martin & Linda White 


7 Experience th 
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e Over 7000 semi-mature trees at our nursery, 
from 12’ to 45’ tall, plus 2 km of instant hedging 


¢ A friendly, personal service from experienced 
horticulturists - not a ‘self serve’ on-line shop 


e ‘AirPot’ grown trees establish faster and have 
a superior fibrous root system 


¢ Complete Planting Service, Establishment 
Warranty and AfterCare 


e Nationwide Delivery that goes beyond the kerb 


@ majestic 
01582 843881 


www.majestictrees.co.uk 


Chequers Hill, Flamstead, 

Nr St.Albans, Herts, AL3 8E 

Tel: 01582 843881 Fax: 01582 843882 
e-mail: info@majesticgroup.co.uk 


Join us at our exciting new Festival to 
celebrate gardens, gardening, plants and design 
17-18 April 2015, Malmesbury, Wiltshire 


PROGRAMME OF EVENTS 
Choose from a selection of talks from leading experts and gardening VIPs 


FRIDAY 17 APRIL Tickets £25 


Troy Scott Smith, Dan Pearson and Chris Marchant 
The Authentic Sissinghurst — recapturing the distinctive qualities 
of Vita Sackville-West and Harold Nicolson’s garden 
7-8.30pm held in Malmesbury Abbey 


SATURDAY 18 APRIL Tickets £13.50 for each talk 
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NDREW MONTGOMERY, CHARLIE HOPKINSON 


TIM GAINEY / ALAMY, A 


IN MALMESBURY ABBEY IN THE WESLEYAN ROOM IN THE ASSEMBLY HALL 
Fergus Garrett Alys Fowler Derry Watkins 
Designing with Plants Letters toa New Plants — 
at Great Dixter Bee Keeper Choosing and Using 
10-llam 10-1lam 10-llam 
Tom Stuart-Smith Sarah Price Annie Guilfoyle 
The Language of Planting Styles: A Creative Approach 
Place — Gardens A Review of to Small Gardens 
and Culture Sarah’s Work 12-1pm 
12-Ipm 12-1pm 


Sarah Raven 
The Home 
Cutting Garden 
2-3pm 


James Alexander- 
Sinclair 

Dancing in Borders 
2-3pm 


Jason Ingram 
Gardens Through 
the Lens 

2-3pm 


Anna Pavord 
The Flowering 
of Tuscany 
4-5pm 


Rachel Dein 
The Ultimate in 
Pressed Flowers 
4-5pm 


Noél Kingsbury 
Travels with NK 
4-5pm 


Tom Mitchell 
The Modern Day 
Plant Hunter 
5.30-6.30pm 


Frank Ronan 
The Invisible Garden 
5.30-6.30pm 


As part of the festival why not visit our traditional marquee in the grounds of the Abbey Cloister Gardens where 
youll find a selection of our favourite nurseries and suppliers of beautiful garden products. You can also sign up to 


one of our garden clinics to chat through design and plant queries with an expert. And don’t miss 


out on a visit to the Abbey House Gardens with its formal knot gardens, riverside walks and spectacular tulip 


displays. Tours can be booked as part of your festival booking. Full details and bookings on: 


*calls cost 1Op per minute plus network extras 


EXCLUSIVE READER EVENT 2015 
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Key to Penelope Hobhouse’s garden wm* 
= design is\a'strong formal framework 

paired with éxuberant planting*~ . 

as herevat her new’garden in-Somerset. if Ca . 
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GARDENS ILLUSTRATED Talk 


With Penelope Hobhouse, 
Jinny Blom and Sarah Price 


Join us on Tuesday 19 May at the Royal Geographical Society in London, 
with three generations of garden designers 


We are delighted to once again be hosting the GARDENS ILLUSTRATED Talk. 
Our speakers — Penelope Hobhouse, Jinny Blom and Sarah Price — represent 
three generations of women designers and will discuss their work, as well as 
consider the role of women in garden design past, present and future. Book 
now for Standard or Premium tickets. All tickets are allocated seating with 


premium ticket holders seated in the front section of the lecture theatre. 


Penelope Hobhouse is a garden writer, garden designer, garden 
historian, lecturer and gardener. For 14 years she was in charge of 
the National Trust garden at Tintinhull House in Somerset. Now 
in her eighties, she has recently moved house and is relishing the 


opportunity of developing a new garden. 


Jinny Blom set up a landscape and garden design practice in 
2000, having previously followed a career as a psychologist. Her 
gardens are defined by beautiful craftsmanship and intelligent 
planting. She is currently working on projects in the UK, Italy, 
the USA and Kenya. 


Sarah Price trained in fine art before becoming a garden 
designer. She achieved worldwide recognition for her work at 

the Olympic Park in 2012. With a life-long love of wild and natural 
environments, she believes gardens should inspire a deeper 


connection with the natural world. 


TO BOOK ONLINE 


Talk details 
° Date Tuesday 19 May 2015. 
* Venue Royal Geographical Society, 
1 Kensington Gore, 
London SW7 2AR. 
PROGRAMME 
* 6pm Doors open — 
Cash bar available. 
¢ 7pm Talk begins. 
¢ 8.30pm Q&A session concludes. 
¢ 9pm Doors close. 
TICKETS 
* Subscribers 
Standard £20; Premium £30. 
Please quote the code 
MSUB15 when booking. 
¢ Non-subscribers 
Standard £25; Premium £35. 


All tickets are allocated seating. 
Premium tickets are located in the 
front section of the lecture theatre. 


GARDENS ILLUSTRATED reserves the right to 
replace any of the speakers with other speakers 
of equal stature in the unlikely event that any of 
them are unable to attend. Tickets must be 
booked in advance. Please let us know when 
booking of any special access requirements. 
Tickets are non-refundable. Driving to the lecture 
is not advised. Nearest London Underground 
station is South Kensington. Cash bar. 


VISIT gardensillustrated.com/shop/events 
OR CALL UK 0844 230 7156’ OVERSEAS +44 115 896 0368 


+Calls to this number from a BT landline will cost no more that 10p per minute. Calls from mobiles and other providers may vary. 


SWOON 


Poa tisO N S 


Crafted by the finest artisans 


New furniture designs released daily 


LILLE 
ARMCHAIR 


[Zao 


£425 IN HIGH-END RETAILERS 


\ \ 
With voucher code gardensillustrated3 
Visit swooneditions.com/gardensillustrated3 or call O20 3137 2464 


Save £50 ona £500 minimum spend. Does not include delivery and cannot be used alongside any other 
offers or promotions - ends at midnight on 06.02.15 


SPENCER, THE BRIDGEMAN ART LIBRARY 


SANDHAM MEMORIAL CHAPEL © NATIONAL TRUST JOHN HAMMOND © THE ESTATE OF STANLEY 


SPENCER AT 


MAP READING: STANLEY 


/), ) ) 
What's happening, where to go, what's in flower and what to buy this month 
NEWS COMPILED BY SORREL EVERTON 


* ee 


EXHIBITION AND CITY DISPLAY 


Peaceful reminder = 


The city of Manchester will bloom with thousands of residence Sean Harkin, who is also creating a snowdrop 
snowdrops this spring to mark the centenary of the First World installation at the Manchester Art Gallery entrance that will 
War. Chosen as a symbol of hope and peace, the 150,000 link the Stanley Spencer exhibition ‘Heaven in the Hell of War’ 
snowdrop bulbs were planted by volunteers, community to the story of the snowdrop and the First World War. The 
groups and schools back in autumn last year. The event is exhibition runs until 1 March. manchestergalleries.org and 
being co-ordinated by the National Trust's urban gardener in nationaltrust.org.uk/manchestersnowdropcity 
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The Stunning Collection 


The only Royal 
timber Horticultural 
greenhouses Society 
endorsed by 


the RHS Sharing the best in Gardening 


monsam FOR INFORMATION CALL 01829 271 890 or VISIT www.gabrielash.com 


dig in news 


NEW TOOLS ' 
Gardening supplier 
Burgon & Ball has 
added two new tools 
to its range — both ideal for tidying 
vegetable beds and flower borders. PLANT NOW FOR SUMMER 
The Culti Rake (£27.95) is a hybrid Plant more bulbs 
rake and cultivator with the outer There are more wonderful bulbs to plant in spring. Browse specialist de Jager’s 

? ‘ catalogue of summer-flowering bulbs for a range of favourites, such as dahlias 
tines in double strength steel that and cannaililies, plus more unusual choices including the bog orchid, Habenaria 
a llows for a spot of quick weeding radiata, and x Hippeastrelia — a cross between Hippeastrum and Sprekelia — with 
as you rake For more substantial intensely red flowers. Catalogue available via 01622 840229, dejager.co.uk 
weeding try the new Weed Slice 
(£24.95), which lets you cut ; ING HIST _— 
through weeds on both the — Yesterday, toc ay andtomorrow 


push and pull of the 
1sock Priory in Nottinghamshire. The historic country 


tool along the estate is known for its displays of snowdrops, which can be seen in 
soil’s surface. the garden's annual four-week opening from 31 January to 1 March. 
Tel 01 14 233 This year will see some four million snowdrops in bloom, plant sales, 


Habenariaradiata 


x Hippeastrelia 


nan family celebrates 250 years of continuous 


a campfire in the glade and daily free history talks, plus the planting 
8262, burgon of a sestercentennial snowdrop lawn for future generations to enjoy. 
andball.com Tickets can be pre-booked online. Tel 01909 591204, snowdrops.co.uk 


ACCESSORIES 


A good, clean job 
This gardener’s apron from designer and pattern % = 
maker Patrick Thomson is made of sturdy waxed 


cotton with strong, herringbone cotton, wrap-around 
straps. It features two large front pockets, a reinforced 
pocket for your secateurs, as well as pockets for phone, 
twine and pencils. The apron is 70cm long and costs 
£200 from The New Craftsmen, London W1K 6DG. 

Tel 020 7148 3190, thenewcraftsmen.com 
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The best of both worlds... While Cottage 


Greenhouses 


INSPIRATIONAL 


GARDEN 


PRODUCT DESIGNS 


A traditional timber glasshouse with a powder-coated 


aluminium roof. The character and beauty you only get 


from real timber, without the maintenance headaches. * FRUIT CAGES * RAISED BEDS & PLANTERS 
e ARCHES * PERGOLAS * OBELISKS & SUPPORTS 


¢ GREENHOUSES & EQUIPMENT © NETTING & PROTECTION 
MADE TO MEASURE & BESPOKE DESIGN SERVICES AVAILABLE 


HORTICULTURAL 


DESIGN & MANUFACTURE SINCE 1954 


Call 0845 402 5300 
Visit www.harrodhorticultural.com 


10% OFF QUOTE FFPAGLI 


Designed to sit comfortably in any garden, our 6’-1” wide 
‘Deco’ greenhouses are available in three lengths offering 
both quality and value to the discerning horticulturalist... 


rly ‘ F 
aan for more information call 01270 753 826 


CTT or request a brochure at www.whitecottage.co.uk 


White Cottage 


Diary 


Exchange seeds and get hold of sought-after heritage 
varieties. 1 February, 10.30am-4.30pm. Brighton Corn 
Exchange, Church Street, Brighton, East Sussex BN11UE. 
seedysunday.org.uk 


Series of five lectures: 28 January, Andrew Harland, 
landscape architect: Gorky Park. 11 February, Dr Clare 
Hickman, medical and landscape historian: Therapeutic 
Landscapes. 25 February Richard Wheeler, garden historian: 
Gardens in the Romantic Era. 11 March Karen Fitzsimon, 
landscape architect: Order in the Landscape. 19 March 
Deborah Reid: Petticoats and Plants — Scotland's Gardening 
Women 1800-1930. All lectures start at 6.30pm, £10. The 
Gallery, Cowcross Street, London EC1M 6EJ. EXCEPT the 
last lecture 730pm, £6. The Lecture Theatre, Royal Botanic 
Garden Edinburgh, Inverleith Row, Edinburgh EH3 5LR. 
Series ticket also available. Tel O20 7608 2409, 
gardenhistorysociety.org 


Courses on offer include Designing Your Own Garden 
weekend course 5-8 February, £322, and Pruning Garden 
Shrubs and Climbers day course, 14 February, £109. Booking 
required. West Dean, nr Chichester, West Sussex PO18 OQZ. 
Tel 01243 811301, westdean.org.uk 


Charity event with sales of hellebores and the opportunity to 
view the garden. 21 February, 9.30am-4pm (sales begin at 
10am). Bosvigo House, Bosvigo Lane, Truro, Cornwall TR1 
3NH. Tel 01872 275774, bosvigo.com 


Open day at Harveys Garden Plants featuring hellebores and 
other woodland plants such as Synthyris, Hepatica and 
Adonis. Plant sales. 20-21 February. Harveys Garden Plants, 
Great Green, Thurston, Bury St Edmunds, Suffolk IP31 3SJ. 
Tel 01359 233363, harveysgardenplants.co.uk 


Four seasons in the garden series of workshops — four dates. 
£55 per course or £200 for all. For more information call 
01233 643854 or visit godintonhouse.co.uk 


Three-day painting course 
looking at Iris reticulata and 
other miniature spring bulbs 
with tuition from artist Reinhild 
Raistrick. 24-26 February, 
10am-4pm, £150. Cambridge 
University Botanic Garden, 

1 Brookside, Cambridge 

CB2 VE. Tel 01223 331875, 
botanic.cam.ac.uk 


ANDREW MONTGOMERY 


dig in news 


HELP YOUR CROPS 
Protect fruit and vegetables from unwanted 
wildlife with Harrod Horticultural’s Vintage 
Fruit and Vegetable Cage Kits. These come in 
a range of sizes and are made of steel rods, 
fitted with 7mm soft-knitted butterfly net and 
topped with sphere finials. Available in matt 
black powder coated or natural rust finish. 
From £85. Tel 0845 402 5300, 
harrodhorticultural.com 


ORCHID DISPLAYS - 
Exotic appeal ~~» 
There's no need to wait until spring 
for your fix of flowers — visit an orchid _ 
festival and celebrate these exotic 
glasshouse blooms. Choose from + 
the Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew *% 
(7 February — 8 March), Cambridge 
University Botanic Garden 

(7 February — 22 March) and 

the New York Botanical Garden ra 
(28 February -19 April). Elaborate » fg ; 
displays celebrate the variety of colour at iby 4 
and form. Check websites for details ee 
kew.org; botanic.cam.ac.uk; nybg.org 
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APOLOGY me 
The ‘real’ Tom “, 
Unfortunately, we printed the 

wrong image in January's 

Gardening Talent and would 

like to apologise. The ‘real’ 

Tom Longridge, gardener at 
Beningbrough Hall near York, is 

pictured left. The image we used 

was of Sean Harkin, Manchester's 

urban gardener in residence. 

Sean will appear in a Gardening 

Talent feature later in the year. 
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Order by 3.00pm for 


a ATK 


delivery’ 


On orders over £25 
¢ 
*to most UK postcodes eo 
a 


for a garden full of life’ 


Attract more Birds... 


...Wwith carefully selected fresh natural food, 
habitats and feeders for all your garden wildlife 


Were here to help: fe : 
Call Freephone 0800 085 4865 c ‘, 
www.arkwildlife.co.uk 


oe 
= -—— 
seo 


Request our free catalogue or visit our website 


JOHN BULL MAGAZINE COVER, 1951, IMAGE 


dig in shopping 


Get hitted out 


for a perfect potting shed 


Aldsworth shelf ladder, COMPILED BY NIKI GOSS 


£155, 0845 608 4448, 
® gardentrading.co.uk 


Natural raffia, 
50g bundle, £1.80, 
01372 741811, 
pullingers.com 


Seasonal gardening 
mug, £10, 0345 259 1359, 
notonthehighstreet.com 


Werk coding Apeit 31 1951 Yvery Diareday Hunrpence 


Ah 

"I i iN 

J ohn t TH J.B. PRIESTLEY'S an” T SERIAL 
“Festival at Fartcidge 


Mr Toad green tweed women’s 
field coat, £229, joules.com 


Bahco wooden 
handled hedge shears, 
£38.95, 0844 335 3902, 
tooled-up.com 


Set of six reclaimed 21-inch 
terracotta pots, £9.95, 
01993 878861, mabelandrose.com 


Pig grain leather gardening gloves, 
£4.99, 01258 837970, selections.com 


Set of three cedar seed trays, 
£49, 01829 271890, gabrielash.com 


Casa Grande zinc 
watering can, £34, 

01568 611124, 
bettytwyford.com 


COURTESY OF THE ADVERTISING ARCHIVES. 


¢ Turn over for more products 
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dig in shopping 


Get fitted out 


for a perfect potting shed 


Beech wood fruit racks, 
£39 each, 0800 096 0938, 
manufactum.co.uk 


with fold-down desk, £295, 
0845 468 0698, loaf.com 


Fallen Fruits longer-length 
tool apron with split, £6.99, 
01258 837970, selections.com 


Industrial wooden 
stool, £150, 0844 858 \ 
0744, coxandcox.co.uk @ 


Tool hook rail, £24, Wooden potting shed sign, £12, 
0845 608 4448, gardentrading.co.uk 0845 608 4448, gardentrading.co.uk 


Red-handled brush, 
£6.50, 01434 634567, 
re-foundobjects.com 


Larch wood gardener's 
potting table, £346, 
0800 096 0938, 
manufactum.co.uk 


, rane Want 


—— es 


Whatsit wire 
storage bench with 
cushion, £275, 
0845 468 0698, 
loaf.com 
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GARDENS 


ILLUS TRATED 
We offer far more than 
just a monthly magazine, 
so why not subscribe and be 
among the first to find out 
about our exclusive lectures, 
reader events, garden 
holidays and the new 
GARDENS ILLUSTRATED Festival? 
You can also listen to our 
podcasts and get the latest 
updates on our website, 
and follow us on: 


YP f 


For details of how to subscribe see page 36, for our 
digital issue see page 105 or visit gardensillustrated.com 
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_Helleborus atrorubens 

In Slovenia, where it grows i in the wild, this hellebore — 
seldom seen in cultivation — starts flowering in April 
but in the mild, Mnstable winters of northwest Europe 
"it usually starts to flower in February. With so many 
hybrids now flooding European nurseries, it is ; 
refreshing to see the subtle charm of the true Susie 


its have much more green to them. This is the 
es Where the petals, which are in fact sepa 
F Froid their colour long after pollination. What’s more, 
aa s deciduous s fs u don’t have to worry about 


S cutting leave in the winter, 


* 


% Height 3 th Th ae 
> x acts Fertile soil, full sun or 


s6me shade of deciduous trees. 
Hardiness RHS H6, USDA 4a-9b?. 
Origin Slovenia, northwest Croatia. 
Season of interest Late winter — spring. 


Hans Kramer owns 
Kwekerij De Hessenhof 
in the Netherlands. 
hessenhof.nl 


Galanthus nivalis 

Scharlockii Group 

This old variety of Galanthus nivalis is 
instantly recognisable for its spathe (a green 
narrow, leaf-like structure behind the 
flower), which is split right along the centre. 
Although you can’t quite see it in this image, 
the spathe stands upright, like a comical pair 
of elongated ears that are responsible for its 
common name of donkey’s ears — in the 
Netherlands we also call them rabbit’s ears. 
There’s some debate on its true origin but it 
was first discovered in 1868 on a tributary of 
the River Rhine. Given some extra compost, 
it does well on our sandy soil. 


Height 15cm. 

Growing conditions Semi-shade, fertile soil. 
Hardiness RHS H7, USDA 3a-9b. 

Origin Germany. 

Season of interest Winter — early spring. 


tHardiness ratings given where available. 


February plants 


In the first of anew series, Hans Kramer, owner of De Hessenhof nursery 
in the Netherlands, chooses his favourite plants for February 


b ok WORDS HANS KRAMER PHOTOGRAPHS MAAYKE DE RIDDER 


Cyclamen coum subsp. coum 
f. pallidum ‘Album’ 

When there is a layer of snow on the ground, 
the site of the more usual carmine pink 
cyclamen can lift the spirits, but without 
snow perhaps this white form is a better 
choice. The dainty white flowers always have 
a pink tip at their base and the leaves can 
sometimes be beautifully patterned too. In 
our continental winters, we use mulch that 
contains leaf mould and a layer of grit. The 
grit helps to germinate the seeds so in a few 
years you can have hundreds more of these 
charming little winter-flowering plants. 


Height 10cm. 

Growing conditions Semi-shade, in soil 
that is slightly alkaline, but not too wet. 
Hardiness RHS H5. 

Origin Bulgaria and Turkey. 

Season of interest Winter — early spring. 


dig in plantsman’s favourites 


Cornus officinalis 
Cornus mas, the Cornelian cherry tree 
native to many parts of northern Europe, 


is a justifiably popular choice of small tree 
for many gardens, but this close Japanese 
relative is possibly lovelier. It flowers even 
earlier and fruits much later providing 

a far longer season of interest. The 

fruits are rather insipid, but if youre 
lucky enough to see an older tree, which 
has a more open habit, you can admire 
the beautiful bark in shades of orange, 
brown and grey. You may also find yourself 
wondering why you don’t see this superb 
little tree more often. 


Height 5-7m. 

Growing conditions Sun or semi-shade. 
Hardiness RHS H6. 

Origin Japan, Korea. 

Season of interest Almost the whole year. 
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Lonicera standishil var. 
lancifolia’ Budapest’ 

The hybrid Lonicera x purpusii may be 
better known but this has a neater habit. You 
can see the first flowers from November 


onwards, although they stop flowering for 
a while when it is freezing. During milder 
spells, you can enjoy the flowers, which sit 
in pairs or sometimes threes. The long, 
pale-yellow stamens are eye-catching and 
complement the ivory-based, mauve-pink 
flowers. They have an exquisite lemony 
scent, so plant this along a frequently used 
path or near a doorway. 


Height 2.5m. 

Growing conditions Everywhere but keep 
sheltered from the northeasterly wind. 
Hardiness RHS H6. 

Origin China. 

Season of interest Winter — early spring. 


i) 

laces 

to visit 
Recommended places 
to see seasonal plants 
at their best, both here 


inthe UK and in 
mainland Europe. 
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Arboretum Kalmthout, on 
the Dutch-Belgian border, is 
home to a world-renowned 
collection of Hamamelis. 
Most were collected and bred 
by the plant hunter Jelena de 
Belder, who helped develop 
the arboretum. There are 
some really old, choice 
specimens here and the 
scent on a mild, winter day is 
overwhelming. In February 
you'll also find thousands of 
snowdrops and hellebores, 


Bergenia ciliata 

Plant this elephant’s ears in a sheltered 
spot, away from frost pockets, and early in 
the year you'll be able to admire the beauty 
of its delicate, baby-pink flowers, which 
are protected by pinkish calyces. Later, the 
large leaves will appear and you'll be 
surprised to see that they’re covered with 
rough hairs on both sides. If the soil is not 
too dry, they can grow quite big and look 
luxuriant. They will die down in the 
winter so you'll have to wait until early 
spring for more colour. 


Height 30cm. 

Growing conditions Good soil, not too dry, 
sheltered. Frost can damage the flowers. 
Hardiness RHS H5, USDA 5a-9b. 

Origin Himalayas (Nepal and Kashmir). 
Season of interest Flowers in early spring, 


leaves provide interest until autumn. 


JONATHAN BUCKLEY / NATIONAL TRUST IMAGES 


Eranthis hyemalis 
‘Schwefelglanz’ 

More Eranthis cultivars are coming on to 
the market, from almost orange to paler- 
coloured examples. ‘Schwefelglanz which 
means sulphur glow in German, has pretty 
straw-yellow flowers by the end of the 
flowering season. They open with a 
pleasant apricot touch and get paler as they 
age. Plant them slightly away from other 
eranthis to avoid cross pollination, as this 
plant breeds true from seeds so in a few 
years you may have a nice patch. They 
work wonderfully under deciduous trees. 


Height 10cm. 

Growing conditions Semi-shade under 
shrubs and trees. 

Hardiness RHS H6. 

Origin Europe. 

Season of interest Winter — early spring. 


many collected by Jelena 
from her homeland of 
Slovenia. Arboretum 
Kalmthout, Heuvel 2, 
B 2920 Kalmthout, Belgium. 
Tel +32 (0)3 666 67 41, 
arboretumkalmthout.be 
Now is the perfect time to 
see great colour and interest 
in the seven-acre winter 
garden at The National Trust's 
Dunham Massey as its 
spectacular collection of 
cyclamen, hellebores, scilla, 


Helleborus foetidus 

Although this is the shortest living 
hellebore — it rarely lives longer than three 
to four years —I could not do without it. 

It is a good, all-round plant, starting with 
attractive, deeply divided leaves, which are a 
dark green. Some cultivars, such as ‘Sopron, 
can have a silvery sheen to the leaf, while 

H. foetidus Wester Flisk Group has striking 
beetroot-coloured stems that contrast well 
with the pale-green flowers. These begin 

as rosettes, which start to elongate as the 
weather gets cooler, then form light-green 
buds that gradually open over winter. 


Height 50-70cm. 

Growing conditions Almost everywhere, 
good drainage. 

Hardiness RHS H6. 

Origin Western and southern Europe. 


Season of interest Autumn — spring. 


Chrysosplenium 
macrophyllum 

Even experts can sometimes have difficulty 
identifying this evergreen plant. Its leaves 
offer no real clues. Instead they give it the 
appearance of a small-leafed Bergenia. But 
then in early spring compound umbels of 
greenish-white flowers, with long, fluffy- 
looking, pink stamens, emerge that reveal 
its true identity. Two years ago, when 
temperatures here dropped to -22°C, this 
was the first plant to recover from the 
frost, flowering a week later. Ideal for a 
moist, shady place, its long runners and 
evergreen leaves cover everything. 


Height 20cm. 

Growing conditions Moist, shade. 
Hardiness RHS H6. 

Origin China. 

Season of interest Early spring, evergreen. 


dogwoods, irises and 
snowdrops burst into life. 
Dunham Massey, Altrincham, 
Cheshire WA14 4SJ. Tel 0161 
9411025, nationaltrust.org.uk 
The Chelsea Physic 
Garden has quirky new 
displays of snowdrops this 
year that let you enjoy them at 
eye level. Its Snowdrop Days, 
which run from 31 January to 
8 February, feature a variety of 
walks, talks and workshops 
with garden and snowdrop 


specialists, including 
‘Galanthus galore’ by 
John Grimshaw. Chelsea 
Physic Garden, 66 Royal 
Hospital Road, Chelsea, 
London SW3 4HS. 
Tel 020 7352 5646, 
chelseaphysicgardcen.co.uk 
It's worth checking 
which NGS gardens open in 
February. Kempsford Manor 
(Nr Fairford, Gloucestershire 
GL7 4EQ. Tel 01285 810131, 
kempsfordmanor.com) is 


CHARLEI HOPKINSON / CHELSEA PHYSIC GARDEN 


Chelsea Physic Garden 


dig in plantsman’s favourites 


Hepatica americana 

f. rhodantha 

This simple, down-to-earth hepatica is one 
of the best performers at my nursery. 
Although we have many choice hepaticas 
from Japan, they can’t match the robustness 
and richness of its flower. It even outstrips 
the classic Hepatica nobilis. Established 
plants can be more than 30cm in diameter, 
the non-marbled, kidney-shaped leaves 
covered completely with the soft pink, 
anemone-like flowers that look like pretty 
cushions. Customers love them. This 
pink-flowering cultivar does much better in 
our dry acid soil than many others. 


Height 15cm. 

Growing conditions Shady. 

Hardiness RHS H7. 

Origin Eastern North America. 

Season of interest Winter — early spring. 


open on 8, 15 and 18 February 
for a snowdrop walk along 

an old canal, while Kathy 
Brown’s garden (The 

Manor House, Church 

Road, Stevington, 
Bedfordshire MK43 7QB. 

Tel 01234 822064, 
kathybrownsgarden.com) 
offers a winding winter walk 
through white birch and 
skeletal seedheads on 

15 February. Visit ngs.org.uk 
for details of all NGS gardens. 
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HSP GARDEN BUILDINGS LTD 


Summerhouses, Gazebos, Arbours and Bespoke Structures 
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CICERONI 


TRAVEL 


AT THE CUTTING EDGE: 
CONTEMPORARY 
GARDENS OF IRELAND 

19 — 24 JULY 

WITH JIMI BLAKE 


HORTICULTURAL HEAVEN: 
VILLAS & GARDENS OF 
THE ITALIAN LAKES 

5-11 MAY 

WITH SYLVIA RICHARDS 


ICULTURAL TC 


VIEWS AN 


DAYS 


STUD 
CICERONI Travel specialises in horticultural and 
fine art travel and related study days for groups 
and individuals. Our visits are led by experts 
whose passion and authority on their subjects are 
equal to their sense of hospitality, attention 

to detail and above all, their sense of fun. 


DITCHLEY: 

NANCY LANCASTER & 

THE INSPIRATION OF THE PAST 
21-26 JULY 

WITH TOM DUNCAN 


FORTY SHADES OF GREEN! 
GARDENING IN IRELAND, 
THEN & NOW 

18 MARCH 2015 

WITH HELEN DILLON & TOM DUNCAN 


(STUDY DAY IN LONDON) 
PROSPERITY’S BOUNTY: 
LUCCA & THE RENAISSANCE = a =e 
GARDEN ; ae 
22 - 26 MAY ro | 


WITH TOM DUNCAN 


+44 (0) 1869 811167 | 


info @ciceroni.co.uk 


| www.ciceroni.co.uk 


gardener cook 


€ (ey es = £ 2 
~a \rr ————————EEoO ~ 


a eX XN 
Jojo is longing for the soil to bring forth her spring crop of 
potatoes and getting creative with willow on her allotment 


WORDS JOJO TULLOH ILLUSTRATIONS SARAH YOUNG 


here’s nothing natural about gardening. Untended, my plot 

would be a ‘natural’ tangle of bindweed and brambles. February 

is the month when the annual process of bullying the earth 
into submission begins again. In his book Walden, written in the 19th 
century, Thoreau described the paradox of encouraging one plant while 
suppressing another as ‘making the yellow soil express its summer 
thought in bean leaves and blossoms rather than in wormwood and 
piper and millet grass, making the earth say beans instead of grass’. 

Right now I want the earth to say potatoes. I’ve been stuck in a 

‘Charlotte’/“Pink Fir Apple’ rut for several years, so I went looking for 
some new-to-me cultivars that will crop either early or late as this best 
suits the rhythms of our summers. I spoke to Andrew Skea who grows 
organic and heritage seed potatoes just outside Dundee. His choice for 
the backyard gardener who wants high yields and blight resistance 
without recourse to pesticides, is to go organic. “We grow varieties that 
suit organic production and have good disease resistance. You can’t go 
wrong with the first early “Colleen,” he says. Lift when the plants are 
still green for a waxier potato. Andrew’s other favourite is ‘Sarpo Mira 
a red-skinned cultivar that stores well and has high blight resistance, 
which he sells through Skea Organics (skea.eu), in 1kg bags for £2.20. 
Andrew also sells “Highland Red Burgundy; a colourful salad potato 
that combines a good earthy flavour with a dark-purple skin and a 


SUPPORTING ROLES 


flesh streaked pink and white, and which makes unusual pink mash or 
chips. Another coloured cultivar worth trying is ‘Salad Blue’ a main 
crop potato with a good flavour and blue flesh; both cost £2.40 for Ikg. 
Use either type to make a gratin guaranteed to start a conversation at 
the dinner table (see recipes next page). 

By February, frost and decay will have caused most plants to die 
back so have a good look at the bone structure of your plot and 
impose order if needs be. To avoid compacting the soil it’s best to avoid 
stepping on the earth unnecessarily so make sure all beds are easily 
accessible by paths. Old carpets are a favourite recycled material on 
allotments but having recently slipped up spectacularly on paths slimy 
with mud I’ve laid new woodchip paths on a black weed suppressant 
fabric base. I've also planted a fence of single layer espalier or step-over 
apples. These are one-year, dwarf root stocks planted and trimmed to 
30cm and tied to a stake. Later on in August, when three shoots 
develop, I'll trim the shortest to one bud, then bend the two strongest 
and tie them to a cane attached to a horizontal wire stretched between 
two posts. I’ve always liked the sound of Edward Bunyard’s favourite 
‘Blenheim Orange’ but, having discovered that Christopher Lloyd 
dubbed it ‘old woolly pants; P’'ve gone for two of Lloyd’s preferences: 
James Grieve’ which is juicy and fragrant and both a cooker and 
an eater, along with ‘Sunset; small, juicy and flushed red one side. 


Summer's abundance may seem a long 
way off but there will come a time when 
exuberant growth needs to be kept in 
check or given support. Now is the time 
to order a bundle of willow rods to 
create a structure for future beans, 
peas and gourds to clamber up. Or think 
about planting an eye-catching climber, 


such as a kiwi or a vine. Take advantage 
of a bright day to do something 
constructive and creative: weave a 
willow arch, teepee or dome as a 
support for the climbers to come, or 
make a simple edge to your beds with 
shorter, more flexible sticks (one-metre 
rods are perfect) bent over to form 


overlapping low hoops. These are 

quick to make but provide tidy, 
attractive divisions. Somerset Willow 
Growers (willowgrowers.co.uk) sells 
buff willow rods in varying lengths, with 
prices starting at £12 for 2kg bundles 
(average 54 rods). These need to soak 
for around two to five hours (depending 


on length) before you use them. If 
you're worried about thirsty roots, 
choose dry willow, but if you want a 
leafy structure, Windrush Willow 
near Exeter is holding a one-day 
beginner's course on weaving living 
willow on 15 February. Visit 
windrushwillow.com for details. 


27 


gardener cook 


In the kitchen 


What is to be done in February with a fair few weeks of winter ahead 
of us and little appetite for more of the same vegetables? The answer 
is in the preparation. By eating some winter vegetables raw we can 
trick our palates into thinking that spring veg, with all its snap and 
crunch, is here already. Try super-thin curls and discs of raw 
vegetables in salads or as a side dish or alongside vegetable purées. 
Contrast is a good thing when the palate is a little jaded. Think of 
long, white slices of mooli or black radish or 
little circles of purple carrot or turnip curled 
paper thin over a salad of thinly sliced ham. 
To slice vegetables really thin use a mandolin 
cutter or the latest must-have kitchen gadget, 
a spiralizer. Other raw root vegetable salads 
include remoulade, made with peeled and 
julienned celeriac mixed with a mustard, lemon 
juice and mayonnaise dressing and plenty of 
finely chopped parsley, or a salad of grated 
beetroot, chervil and créme fraiche. Ring the 
changes with coleslaw by grating carrot, red onion, beetroot and 
apple and adding a handful of cooked chickpeas, dress with lemon 
and oil, season and sprinkle over sumac for a final bit of zing. 

Chilli is a great taste reviver. For a hot and spicy Vietnamese carrot 
salad, take three medium carrots, peeled and cut into thin matchsticks. 


By eating some winter 
vegetables raw we can 
trick our palates into 
thinking that spring veg, 
with all its snap and 
crunch, is here already 


Heat 100ml rice vinegar and over a low heat, whisk in two tablespoons 
of caster sugar and heat slowly until the sugar has dissolved. Allow the 
mixture to cool and then pour it over the carrots and leave to soak for 
an hour or so. Once soaked, lift the carrots out of the vinegar and mix 
with four heaped tablespoons each of finely chopped coriander and 
mint leaves. Add one bird’s eye chilli, deseeded and finely chopped, and 
three spring onions, peeled and cut into slithers. In a separate bowl 
whisk up one-and-a-half tablespoons of soy sauce, 
two tablespoons of rice vinegar, half a teaspoon of 
sesame oil and a pinch of caster sugar. Pour the 
dressing over the carrots and toss well. Season to 
taste and garnish with a sprig of mint or coriander. 
Hasten the onset of spring by harvesting 
the year’s first (if very small) crop of green shoots, 
to add to a comforting toasted sandwich. Snip a 
small handful of shoots from your autumn- 
planted onions. Wash well and chop very finely, 
then layer them with plenty of grated cheddar 
cheese between two slabs of sourdough bread. Butter the outside of the 
sandwich, heat a heavy frying pan and put the sandwich in with a tin 
plate to weigh it down. Let it sizzle for a minute or two until golden 
brown and then turn it over and cook on the other side (without the 
plate). Serve with spicy quince jelly. 


RECIPES 


Vegetable gratin 

Potato gratin comes very near the 
top of my comfort food list, but you 
can make a gratin with other 
vegetables. One of my favourite 
dishes is potato combined with 
celeriac, but you can also try 
squash, parsnip, swede and turnip 
placed in layers (serves 4): 

600g waxy yellow potatoes or other 
vegetable, 1 clove garlic, peeled and 
lightly crushed, 200ml single cream, 
100ml milk, sea salt and pepper, 
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nutmeg, 1tbsp butter 

(approx 15g) plus a little for 
greasing, 3tbsp parmesan. 

Preheat the oven to 180°C/gas 4. 
Slice the potatoes or other vegetables 
into very thin coins (best to use a 
mandolin cutter). In a bowl rinse the 
potato slices well then toss dry ina 
clean tea towel and keep wrapped up. 


Whisk together the cream and the milk. 


Rub the garlic over the bottom of a 
gratin dish, then discard. Butter the 
dish. Put a single layer of potato slices 


over the bottom. Season lightly and 
add a few scrapes of nutmeg. Repeat. 
To finish, dot the top with small pieces 
of butter. Pour over the liquid mixture. 
Sprinkle with grated parmesan. Cover 
with baking parchment and bake for 
45 minutes, pressing the paper down 
half way through and taking it off for 
the last 15 minutes. Test the middle 
with the point of a knife to make sure 
it is cooked through. Serve with a green 
salad and smoked mackerel or hot 
smoked salmon for a simple supper. 


Roasted rhubarb 

If you are lucky enough to have 
rhubarb ready to crop, this is a great 
easy dish. 6-7 stalks rhubarb, 5-6 
pods star anise, 2-3tbsp sugar, 250ml 
water or apple juice. Wash, trim and 
cut the rhubarb into chunks. Lay it ina 
roasting tray. Scatter over the sugar and 
star anise seed pods. Pour over water 
or apple juice and roast in the oven at 
180°C/gas 4 for around 20 minutes or 
until the rhubarb is soft but still holding 
its shape. Serve on breakfast porridge. 
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Everything they need 


JCI Cites : 
premium grade seed = 


Not only does our wild bird seed range contain the finest 
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quality ingredients, the specially-tailored recipes ensure or 

there’s nothing your favourite garden birds can’t or won't f ie 

eat. What's more, we’re pleased to announce that we have gee 
oa become the first to sell “Fair to Nature” certified sunflower VAS: 
<loox, seeds — a key ingredient in many of our mixes. 7% 


This means that the farms we buy from must meet rigorous 
conservation standards which allow wildlife to flourish. 

So by buying RSPB bird seed you'll be helping 

struggling farmland wildlife in the UK and Europe, 

as well as the birds in your garden. It’s win-win! 


giving 
nature 


Our seed range is part of our full range of food, 
feeders and homes for wild birds and animals. 


Available from RSPB Shops or rspbshop.co.uk 
or callO8451200 501 


Also available from selected garden centres and other retail outlets 


Lines are open 8 am-8 pm. Calls may be recorded for training purposes. All profits from the sale of goods are : g vs ng 
paid to the RSPB (registered charity number in England and Wales 207076, in Scotland SC037654) by its wholly natu re 
owned subsidiary RSPB Sales Ltd (registered company no. England 2693778). a home 
Registered office: The Lodge, Sandy, Bedfordshire SG19 2DL. 


[TTALIAN GARDEN HOLIDAYS 


Small group tours with guided visits of Italian gardens 


Maximum 14 people per holiday $ t a RE @ Travel by luxury small 
2015 dates at 2014 prices SS ee coach 


@ Local guides and guided 


Prices from £1990 per person guia 
garden visits included 


ENVIRONS OF ROME 

Visits to: Giardino di Ninfa, Villa d’Este, 
Castello Ruspoli, Bomarzo, Villa Lante, 
2015: 6 May, 20 May, 10 Jun, 9 Sep 


e@ Extensions to each tour 
and can be arranged for 
individuals 


GF is—- = = 3 @ Stay at 4 and 5 star 
TUSCANY > Lee : 3 : ee : SS hotels, two per tour, 3 
Visits to: Poggio Torselli, Villa Geggiano, Villa iam se. % F 7 ss nights in each 
Grabau, Villa Oliva, Parco di Villa Reale _: : ( . % 


2015: 31 May, 5 July, 6 Sep oor q* WEG e Bish Airway fights 
: Sey ot Sh : include 


Visits to: Vila Babbianelo, Vila Carlotta, Vila eee ate ae eSIMMRe germs SPEAK TO OUR EXPERTS 
isi : Vi i , Vi r ,Vi nie < Tee Shee say : b Swe 

Monastero, Isola Bella, Isola Madre La » “aa es “ 01 752 878075 

2015: 12 May, 16 Jun, 7 Jul, 8 Sep Bs : 


THE ART OF INTELLIGENT 
TRAVEL ORGANISING 


AMALFI COAST, CAPRI AND ISCHIA 
FOUNDED 1989 


Visits to: La Mortella, Caserta, Villa Rufolo 
2015: 30 April, 4 Jun, 17 Sep 


THE VENETO AND VERONA 


Visits to: Villa Pisani, Villa Emo, Villa Rizzardi 2 - 
2015: 3 Jun www.expressionsholidays.co.uk 


NEW LEAF 


REPEL DISEASE AND ENHANCE VIGOUR 
WITH ENRICHED BIOCHAR BLENDS FROM 


WWW.CARBONGOLD.COM 


AwWez | Royal 
. is Horticultural 
_ / neue Society 


Sharing the best in Gardening 


Explore the best hidden gardens Italy has to offer 


Together with Italy we also offer tours to Portugal, Available in 5 back designs and 2, 3 or 4 seater 
Morocco, Provence, South Africa and Namibia. 


Small groups * Hotels of character * Fully guided. 


SUSAN WORNER TOURS 


www.susanwornertours.com * 01423 326 300 


— Swings for all ages — 


gardening talent 


Matthew Reese 


Influenced by natural plantings and vast landscapes, head gardener Matthew 
believes gardens should first and foremost create an atmosphere 


PORTRAIT ANDREW MONTGOMERY 


Who has inspired your career the most? My grandma, she took 
me to my first lecture on alpines and has always enjoyed gardening. 
Who are your horticultural heroes? William Robinson, he was the 
true Victorian pioneer, advocating a more naturalist style of planting 
when formal bedding was all we had, and is directly responsible for the 
type of gardening we see at Great Dixter and Sissinghurst today. 
Favourite landscape that has influenced you The tundra in 
northeast Greenland. | was there as a teenager for six weeks and it was 
beautifully bleak. There were no trees or buildings, the atmosphere was 
incredibly moving. When we build gardens and landscapes | always 
think it’s the atmosphere that really matters most. 

Three worthwhile tips for every gardener Learn the basics, how 

to dig, weed, stake etc — this is your foundation on which everything 
else is built. Be ruthless; if something isn’t working, be it in the border 
or elsewhere, hook it out and try something else. Visit Great Dixter. 
With whom would you most like to have tea in the garden? Early 
20th-century plant collector Reginald Farrer, best known for his book on 
rock gardens. I‘d like to hear first hand about some of his escapades. 


Favourite planting style English flower garden — basically the mixed 
border, but not too many grasses or exotics. | love self-sowers in the 
border and climbers casting themselves through perennial plantings. 
Least favourite plant group Heuchera hybrids and selections. | hate 
these artificial hybrids that look quite uncomfortable in the garden and 
are especially disruptive in the woodland garden. 

What’s the biggest challenge facing gardeners today? Getting 
good practical training. 

If you had to leave your garden in a hurry, what one plant would 
you take with you? | would take my citrus. | picked up the seed when 
visiting a friend in Latvia. It came from an orange-coloured lemon he'd 
brought back from Tajikistan. It has been with me from Kew, to Dixter, to 
Dorset and now to Berkshire — 12 years in total, but no fruit as of yet. 
Favourite gardening books An Encyclopaedia of Annual and Biennial 
Garden Plants by CO Booth, a classic that will probably never be 
bettered, and British Trees and Shrubs by Reverend CA Johns. 

Contact fastdog40@mac.com 


* Matthew begins a new series on container planting starting in the March issue. 


31 


Thke ie a iF 
Carden Planner 


ith spring just around the corner, 

you can get ahead start in the 

garden by taking stock, planning 
and prioritising a number of key garden 
tasks. Clear and prepare the ground ready 
for early plantings and have a general 
| tidy up to reduce potential pests and 

diseases from getting a grip. While plants 

are dormant, it’s also the perfect time to fix fences, and 
make sure any hard landscaping, including pathways, water 
butts and compost bins are in good order. Certain plants, for 
example hardy evergreen hedges and some winter-flowering 
shrubs, can be pruned; deciduous hedges can be renovated; 
and perennial grasses cut back to allow for new growth. But, 
of course, for gardeners the most exciting thing about spring 
is the prospect of plants. Some seeds may be sown under 
cover — ideally in a greenhouse, or outdoors under a cloche or 
fleece or ina cold frame — and seedbeds should be prepared 
outdoors. As soon as weeds start to germinate, you know that 
temperatures have increased sufficiently to warm the soil 
enough to start planting in earnest. And as long as the ground 
isn't frozen, it’s a good time to plant trees and shrubs. In 
truth, February can still be very cold, so be flexible and make 
sure you take advantage of the best days it offers up. 
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GRIFFIN GLASSHOUSES 
Griffin Glasshouses creates beautiful bespoke aluminium 
glasshouses, greenhouses and orangeries to meet your individual 
requirements. The exclusive NGS collection designed for the 
discerning gardener, featuring five popular designs which can be 
personalised with a range of accessories and finished in any 

colour of your choice. 

For further information call 01962 772 512 

or visit www. griffinglasshouses.com 


CONTACT DETAILS 
TEL 01962 772 512 WEB griffinglasshouses.com 
EMAIL sales@griffinglasshouses.com 


EVERED GE 


THE EOGING COMPANY 


EverEdge manufacture a range of lawn and landscape edging 
products for use in public and private gardens as well as parks, 
urban spaces and roof gardens. Made in the UK from galvanised 
and powder coated steel, the EverEdge range has an edging 
product to suit all jobs, large or small. 


CONTACT DETAILS 


TEL 01453 731717 WEB everedge.co.uk 
EMAIL enquiries@everedge.co.uk 
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TITCHMARSH & GOODWIN 


Beautiful hand-crafted English furniture 


Head office & workshop London showroom 
Back Hamlet, Ipswich IP3 8AL 555 Kings Road, London SW6 2EB 
01473 252158 0207 731 4555 


Winter Sale now on! Save up to 50% 
www.titchmarsh-goodwin.co.uk 
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E8B Nationwide 


Stay in a B&B and learn the inside story of the great British countryside. 
Your hosts’ local knowledge can take you off the regular tourist trail to 
an amazing view, stunning walk, place of interest or car route...often 
exclusive to you. Their enthusiasm for their special corner of the country 
is matched by their pride in their family home. 

The Bed & Breakfast Nationwide brochure — the Little Green Book — and 
website are a comprehensive guide to more than 550 inspected, high 
quality B&Bs and self-catering accommodation. 

Visit www.bedandbreakfastnationwide.com and 
www.holidaycottagesnationwide.co.uk. For a free brochure (+P&P) 
email office@bbnationwide.co.uk or telephone 01255 672377 quoting 
ref CF151. 


Feltriae Loolge 
Ho Wi, Nonfblk 


Experience a short break escape from the real world in this boutique 
hotel, one of the best located luxury hotels in Norfolk. The hotel’s 
classical countryside charm combined with a friendly relaxing 
atmosphere encourage you to relax and unwind and enjoy a short 
break in this unspoilt corner of beautiful north Norfolk. Whether 

for business or pleasure, Felbrigg Lodge offers bespoke 
accommodation and scrummy home-cooked food using fresh local 
fare, served in the Ivy Restaurant. Enjoy our fully heated private 
indoor pool, and real space to kick back and breath. 


Organic Hotiolays 


There’s a wide selection of places to choose from on the Organic Holidays 
website. From pitching your tent on an organic farm to boutique hotels with 
organic restaurants you'll find a place to suit you when planning 

your holiday. Around two thirds of the providers offer meals, usually 
breakfast. Lunches and evening meals are often available too, prepared 
using local organic produce whenever possible. We also feature venues 
that grow their own produce or use wild or natural foods, with the emphasis 
on fresh local produce rather than imported food. We cover the UK and 
beyond so have a look at the website today and see what you can find. 
www.organicholidays.co.uk 


New Dungeon Ghyll 
Hotel, Cumbria 


This family-owned hotel based in Langdale near Ambleside has a 
passion for friendly and quality service. We offer excellent hotel 
accommodation and bed and breakfast with a choice of fourposter, 
superior and standard rooms in the heart of the Lake 

District National Park. This is a perfect hotel for a short break to 
wind down and relax — let us take care of you with the highest 
quality cuisine, fine wines, extremely comfortable bedrooms, 
roaring log fi res and some of the fi nest scenery and walks in this 
world-famous region. 
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A must-have read for passionate gardeners, GARDENS 
ILLUSTRATED magazine provides a unique insight into the world’s», ... 
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WEATHER 
THE STORM. 


We're Bartlett Tree Experts, a 100+ year old tree and shrub care 
company with global reach and local roots. We protect your property by 
giving you expert, attentive service, a safety-first record and a range of 
weather damage services that include: 


© Emergency Tree Services 


e Pre-Storm Strategies, NY7 B ARTLETT 


Including Pruning and 
Cabling & Bracing i TREE EXPERTS 


bd In-Depth Post-Storm Hazard : SCIENTIFIC TREE CARE SINCE 1907 
& Damage Analyses FOR THE LIFE OF YOUR TREES. 


Call us at 01234 354673 or visit BARTLETT.COM 46. [FJ E&Y 


puesta A gri iframes 


OBELISKS PERGOLAS 5 ~ GAZEBOS 
: ¥ b nu, ar 7a KD mn . z . PLEASE SEE WEBSITE 
ONE io ~ : FOR DETAILS 


ai A Sat 
. EEL / 


she , ; ‘ SR a, Se q 8 a 


Niscover the secret Se CHANT YPAIUCNS.... 


With over 40 years of expertise, we have a passion for gardens. From grow-your-own products 
for the practical gardener to elegant garden enhancing structures, our extensive and high quality 


; Screens 
range offers something for everyone. 


Visit our website to see our huge selection of garden products, which we hold in stock or will make to measure. 
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1ABELIA X GRANDIFLORA 

‘LAKE MAGGIORE’ SHRUB 

Bears a profusion of pink and white flowers 
above attractive, glossy, small, green leaves. 
Semi-evergreen, it is useful as a single plant in 
the border or, even better, as a pair framing a 
gateway. AGM* Height (H) 2.5m. Spread (S) 
1m. Conditions (C) Any soil, sun/semi-shade. 
Season of interest (SI) Late summer to 
autumn. Hardiness rating (HR) RHS H5. 


2 ABUTILON X SUNTENSE ‘JERMYNS’ 
SHRUB Slightly tender and deciduous with 
abundant, bowl-shaped, dark-mauve flowers 
on long stems over a long period. Showy and 
highly desirable, it can be grown from seed. 
AGM. Common name (N) Indian mallow. 
H3-6m. S 2m.C Light, well-drained soil. Full 
sun. SI From early summer. HR RHS H4. 


3 ACACIA PRAVISSIMA SHRUB/TREE 
Tender, small, evergreen tree or large shrub 
with slender, pendulous branches bearing 
bright-yellow flowers in thick racemes. 
Attractive buds, carried by late autumn, give 
winter interest. AGM. N Oven’s wattle. 
H5-8m.S 5m. C Well-drained soil in full sun. 
SI Early spring. HR RHS H3, USDA 8a-10a. 


4 ACANTHUS MOLLIS LATIFOLIUS GROUP 
PERENNIAL Almost evergreen with large 
glossy, elegantly lobed, green leaves (in hot 
climates these disappear in summer). In late 
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August to September prickly spikes of white 
to purple hooded flowers can spring to 1.5m 
tall. Spreads in shade to give weed-free 
ground cover. A noble plant but needs space. 
N Bear's breeches. H 1-1.5m (leaves 75cm). 
S 1m. C Well-drained soil in dappled shade. 
SI Year long. HR USDA 6a-8a. 


5 AGAPANTHUS ‘ALAN STREET’ 
PERENNIAL Bred by Alan Street at Avon 
Bulbs, this agapanthus has very dark, 

sultry blue flowers. I grow it in a container 
and give it winter protection. 

N Blue African lily. H 60cm. S 5cm. C Pot with 
rich soil and add dressing in spring. SI Autumn. 


6 AJUGA REPTANS PERENNIAL 

Evergreen perennial that provides ground 
cover under trees or shrubs or edging beside 
paving stones. Needs frequent control but 

is a valuable mat-forming weed suppressor. 
Attractive blue flower spikes in summer. 

N Bugle. H Almost flat with 15cm flower 
spikes. S Rapid stoloniferous spreader. 

C Moist soil. SI Summer. HR USDA 4a-9b. 


7 AKEBIA QUINATA CLIMBER 
Semi-evergreen twining climber, ideal for 
covering pergolas (or scrambling through 
taller shrubs) with attractive leaves and very 
beautiful, scented pendulous, dark reddish- 
purple flowers. Prefers a warm spring and hot 
summer. N Chocolate vine. H 4m. S 6m. 


C Well-drained soil. Keep moist in summer. Sun 
or dappled shade. SI Spring. HR USDA 5a-8b. 


8 ALBIZIA JULIBRISSIN TREE 

Grown for its graceful, fern-like, bi-pinnate 
leaves and attractive flower heads in 
summer. Protect from hard frost and keep 
dry, especially when young. N Silk tree. H 6m. 
S 4-6m. C Any well-drained soil. Full sun. 

SI Spring. HR USDA 6a-10b. 


9 ALCHEMILLA MOLLIS PERENNIAL 

This clump-forming, prolific seeder is an 
invaluable old friend for all gardeners. Lovely 
green, soft, hairy leaves and loose cymes of 
pale yellow. Cut back flowers and leaves after 
spring performance to encourage late flowers. 
AGM. N Lady's mantle. H 60cm. S 75cm. 

C Any soil type. Sun or semi-shade; survives 
drought. SI Spring —- summer. HR RHS H7. 


10 ALLIUM HOLLANDICUM 

‘PURPLE SENSATION’ BULB 

Long, strap-shaped, grey-green leaves with 
tall stems topped with 8cm-wide umbels of 
deep-violet flowers. Position in groups and 
where dying leaves can be concealed. AGM. 
N Onion. H 90cm. S 7cm. C Well-drained soil 
in full sun. SI Early summer. HR RHS H7. 


11 ANEMANTHELE LESSONIANA GRASS 
Once known as Stipa arundinacea, this 
appealing grass looks great all through 
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the year. It seeds very freely and is easily 
transplanted (except in cold weather). The 
thin leaves assume wonderful brownish gold 
and red tints through the late season. AGM. 
N Pheasant grass. H 1m. S 1.2m. C Least 
fussy plant. SI Year round. HR RHS H4. 


12 ANEMONE BLANDA PERENNIAL 
Popularly naturalised in open woodland but 
is happy under deciduous shrubs. Irregularly 
lobed, dark-green, fern-like leaves frame 
deep-blue daisy flowers on single stems. 
Takes a few years to reach its best but is 
worth the wait. AGM. N Windflower. H 8cm. 
S Clumps to 15cm. C Well-drained soil in part 
shade. SI Spring. HR RHS H4, USDA 5a-10b. 


13 ANEMONE X HYBRIDA ‘HONORINE 
JOBERT’ PERENNIAL 

Tall, hardy perennial with clear-white flowers 
— perfect for the late border. Happy in sun 

or semi-shade. Takes a few years to establish 
but then quickly spreads to become a feature. 
AGM. N Japanese anemone. H 1-1.5m. 

S$ 50cm-1m. C Any soil type, moist but well 
drained. SI Autumn. HR RHS HZ, USDA 4a-9b. 


14 ANEMONE NEMEROSA ‘ROBINSONIANA’ 
PERENNIAL Native woodlander, which 
happily brightens a shady corner with its 
large, lavender-blue flowers. AGM. N Wood 
anemone. H 8-15cm. S 13cm. C Any garden 
soil, prefers light shade. SI Spring. HR RHS H6. 


Never forget to provide a strong 
structure that will define the 
garden. Use yew, hornbeam or 
box hedges to unite the plan. 


15 ASTER X FRIKARTII ‘MONCH’ PERENNIAL 
Provides elegant, lavender-blue, rayed flowers 
from late July until October. Contrasts 
happily with brighter neighbours, including 
the fierce yellows of rudbeckias and inulas. 
Worthy of a prominent position, it thrives in 
sun or semi-shade. AGM. N Michaelmas 
daisy. SI Autumn. H 90cm. S 40cm. € Sun 
and rich soil. HR RHS H7, USDA 5a-8b. 


16 ASTRANTIA MAJOR ‘ALBA’ PERENNIAL 
Flowering from June until September, it 
forms large clumps of upright, branched 
stems. Flowers are white, greenish and 
ethereal; petals surround umbels of small 
greenish flowers. A great favourite of 
gardeners and easy to grow. N Masterwort. 

H 60cm. S 40cm. C Any rich soil; sun or semi- 
shade. SI Late summer. HR USDA 5a-9b. 


17 BRUNNERA MACROPHYLLA PERENNIAL 
Very useful ground cover for shade. Has 
bright-blue, forget-me-not flowers in April 
and May. Large, heart-shaped, green leaves 
help suppress weeds in summer. Other 
varieties have foliage striped or spotted with 
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white or cream. I prefer the simple green. 
N Siberian bugloss. H 45cm. S 60cm. C Any 
soil type but dislikes drying out in summer. 
SI Spring. HR USDA 3a-7b. 


18 BUXUS SEMPERVIRENS 
SHRUB/SMALLTREE Useful, small-leaved 
evergreen that provides essential structure to 
a garden. Often used for elaborate parterres, 
as hedges to frame summer annuals or as 
shaped specimens. Today, alas, prone 

to a fairly recently introduced box blight. 

N Common box. H 75cm-1.5m. S 60cm. 

C Well-drained, moderately fertile soil, best in 
full sun. SI Year round. HR USDA Zone 6a-8b. 


19 CAMASSIA ESCULENTA BULB 
Attractive, starry blue flowers borne on 

tall, stiff spikes rise above lax leaves. Often 
planted in the UK to extend the season of 
spring-flowering meadows. Naturalises well. 
N Quamash. H 1m. S 30cm. C Full sun and 
prefers moist, alkaline soil. SI Late spring. 


20 CARPINUS BETULUS SHRUB/TREE 
Other than English yew, hornbeam is the 
best plant for hedging to protect the garden 
or for creating garden ‘rooms’ With smaller 
leaves than beech, it keeps its pale, dead 
foliage during the winter. Catkins in spring. 
Invaluable as a hedge, but can also grow into 
an elegant tree; an attractive fastigiate form 
makes a fine avenue. AGM.N Hornbeam. [> 


Al 


[> H2m. S 60cm. C Adaptable. Prefers sun 
but tolerates semi-shade and wet, even water- 
logged clay soil. SI Year round. HR RHS H6, 
USDA 4a-8b. 


21 CERCIDIPHYLLUM JAPONICUM TREE 
Elegant, deciduous, medium-sized tree with 
very small red flowers that appear before 
brilliant, bronze-red leaves in spring. The 
foliage colours to a startling red and orange 
in late autumn and smells of burnt sugar 
when crushed. AGM. N Katsura tree. H 20m. 
S$ 15m. C Although a woodland tree, it’s happy 
in full sun in any soil type. SI Spring and 
autumn. HR RHS H5, USDA 4a-9b. 


22 CERCIS SILIQUASTRUM ‘BODNANT’ 
TREE Small, slightly tender, spreading tree 
with heart-shaped, glaucous blue-green 
leaves appearing after vivid red and pink 
flower clusters in late spring (there is also a 
white-flowered form). Foliage turns pale 
yellow in autumn. AGM. N Judas tree. H 10m. 
$ 10m. C Any soil but prefers a hot continental 
summer. SI Spring. HR RHS H4, USDA 5a-9b. 


23 CHAMAENERION ANGUSTIFOLIUM 
‘ALBUM’ PERENNIAL 

One of the most beautiful border plants, 
this fast-growing perennial has elegant, 
willow-like leaves that shelter green-tipped 
buds and green-white flowers. It spreads 
rapidly by underground runners but is so 
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Gardens benefit from a few 
small trees or large shrubs to 
contrast with the massed spring 
bulbs and seasonal perennials. 


desirable that keeping it in check is worth 
the extra effort. Seeds germinate very rarely. 
It is admirable for flower arranging. 

N White rosebay willow herb. H 1.5m. $ 1.5-2m 
underground. C Any well-drained soil in full 
sun. SI Summer. 


24 CHIONODOXA SARDENSIS PERENNIAL 
Small, bulbous perennial related to scilla, 

its flowers are star-shaped, blue with paler 
centres. Plant in groups to scramble in 
gravelly soil or under deciduous shrubs and 
trees. Self-seeder. AGM. N Lesser glory of the 
snow. H 15cm. S 5cm. C Free-draining soil 
such as that found in a rockery. SI Spring. 

HR RHS H5, USDA 4a-8b. 


25 CHOISYA TERNATA SHRUB 
Medium-sized, evergreen shrub that gives 
structure to borders and is a good bulky 
wall plant. Bears scented, white, star-shaped 
flowers above fragrant, shining, green leaves 
in spring or early summer, often again in 
autumn. A must in any garden. Admirable 
for picking for both flowers and foliage. 
AGM. N Mexican orange blossom. H 2.5m. 


$ 2.5m. C Any fertile soil; definitely prefers 
shade. SI Spring. HR RHS H4, USDA 7a-9b. 


26 CLEMATIS ‘APPLE BLOSSOM’ CLIMBER 
Evergreen climber for shade. Flowers on the 
previous year’s shoots. Stunning, whitish-pink, 
sweetly scented blooms and attractive, glossy, 
lance-shaped leaves make this an essential 
plant for late winter and early spring interest. 
H 3-5m. S 2-3m. C Shade essential, needs 
good feeding. SI Early spring. HR USDA 7a-9b. 


27 CLEMATIS ‘PERLE D'AZUR’ CLIMBER 
Deciduous rambler with summer-autumn 
flowers produced on current year’s shoots. 
The bell-shaped, azure-blue petals with 
creamy central anthers are carried very 
freely over a long period. Vigorous in 
annual growth, it will quickly cover a wall or 
scramble through a trellis to cover a pergola. 
H3m.S 2m.C As with most clematis, it likes 
its roots in shade. Rich soil and mulch in 
winter. SI Summer. HR USDA 4a-9b. 


28 CLEMATIS REHDERIANA CLIMBER 

A vigorous, deciduous clematis with fern-like 
leaves and panicles of charming, bell-like, 
pale-yellow flowers, sweetly scented of 
cowslips, followed by fluffy seedheads. 

May well self-seed in the garden. AGM. 

N Nodding virgin’s bower. H 6-7m. S 3m. 

C Grow in any soil against shady wall. 

SI Autumn. HR RHS H5, USDA 6a-9b. [> 
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[> 29 CLERODENDRUM TRICHOTOMUM 
VAR. FARGESII SHRUB 

Upright, bushy, deciduous shrub flowering 
from late summer into October. Leaves 
emerge bronze in spring turning green in 
summer. Highly fragrant flowers have green- 
white sepals, followed by bunched, bright- 
blue berries. AGM. H 6m. S 6m. C Full sun; 
shelter from wind. Protect when young. 

SI Autumn. HR RHS Ha4. 


30 CRATAEGUS X LAVALLEE! ‘CARRIEREl’ 
TREE Compact, semi-evergreen hawthorn 
with dark-green, glossy, toothed leaves. Good 
autumn colour. Corymbs of white flowers in 
early summer are followed by shiny orange- 
red fruit in autumn. AGM. N Hybrid cockspur 
thorn. H 7m. S 9m. C Sun, very robust in windy 
situations. SI Year round. HR RHS H6. 


31 CROCUS TOMMASINIANUS BULB 
Small, early crocus with silvery backed 
flowers, opening in sun to reveal lilac interior. 
Seeds freely. One of the best for naturalising. 
AGM.H 10cm. $ 10cm. C Any soil, full sun. 

SI Spring. HR RHS H5, USDA 3a-8b. 


32 DAPHNE BHOLUA ‘JACQUELINE POSTILL’ 
SHRUB A semi-evergreen, medium-sized, 
winter-flowering shrub with leathery leaves 
and intensely fragrant, deep-purple and 
white flowers held in terminal clusters. Best 
grown in a sheltered site. AGM. N Nepalese 
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paper plant. H 2-4m. S 1.5m. C Semi-woodland. 
Any soil type. SI Late winter. HR RHS H4. 


33 DAPHNE PONTICA SHRUB 

Small, spreading evergreen suitable for under 
a north-facing wall. Glossy, dark leaves frame 
pairs of fragrant, yellow-green flowers early 
in the year. Good in a dark corner. Resents 
transplanting. AGM. N Twin-flowered daphne. 
H1m.S 2m.C Shade in humus-rich, alkaline 
soil. SI Early spring. HR USDA 6a-9b. 


34 ELAEAGNUS ANGUSTIFOLIA 
SHRUB/TREE Medium-sized, with 
deciduous willow-like, silver-grey leaves and 
pendulous yellow flowers. Its value lies in its 
use as contrasting grey foliage colour among 
green neighbours and bright flowers. A 
suckering form, ‘Quicksilver’ is even more 
impressive but subject to unexpected dieback 
in summer. AGM. N Russian olive. H 6m. 

S$ 6m.C Fertile, well-drained soil in full sun. 

SI Summer. HR RHS H5, USDA 3a-8b. 


35 ERANTHIS HYEMALIS PERENNIAL 
A clump-forming, tuberous perennial 
that should be massed under a deciduous 
tree for February pleasure. Its shining 
yellow flowers appear above a ruff of 
dissected green leaves. AGM. N Winter 
aconite. H 8cm. S 5cm. C Alkaline soil. 
Plant in short grass under deciduous trees. 
SI Winter. HR RHS H5. 


36 ERYNGIUM GIGANTEUM 
BIENNIAL/SHORT-LIVED PERENNIAL This 
much-loved, thistle-like plant loves heat. Will 
happily self-seed to create its own permanent 
colony. Tap-rooted, with spiny stems and 
toothed, grey-green leaves, it has greeny-blue 
flowers framed by silvery bracts. AGM. 

N Miss Willmott's ghost. H 1m. S 30cm. C Full 
sun. Grow in gravel to encourage seeding. 

SI Summer. HR RHS H7. 


37 ERYSIMUM ‘BOWLES’S MAUVE’ 
PERENNIAL Vigorous, short-lived evergreen 
wall flower that may survive several years. 
Desirable, especially in a new garden. Its 
bushy, grey-green leaves frame racemes of 
rich mauve flowers. Long-flowering. AGM. 

N Wallflower. H 70cm. S 60cm. C Needs 
frequent tidying but worth the effort. Any soil 
but not too rich. SI Year round. HR RHS H4. 


38 ESCALLONIA ‘APPLE BLOSSOM’ SHRUB 
Slow-growing evergreen shrub, one of the 
hardiest of the genus, with attractive pink 
and white flowers. Can be planted as a trim 
hedge or will grow taller against a warm wall. 
AGM.H 1.5m. S$ 1m.C Any soil type, full sun. 

SI Late summer. HR RHS H5, USDA 8a-9b. 


39 EUPHORBIA AMYGDALOIDES 

VAR. ROBBIAE PERENNIAL 

Excellent early flowering ground cover for 
under taller deciduous trees or shrubs. Green 
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leaves and yellow flowers heads. Spreading 
roots and vigorous growth. Deadhead after 
flowering. N Mrs Robb's bonnet. H 60cm. 

S Spreads quickly by rhizomes. C Moist soil 
and shade. SI Spring. HR USDA 6a-8b. 


40 EUPHORBIA CHARACIAS SUBSP. 
WULFENII ‘JOHN TOMLINSON’ PERENNIAL 
Small evergreen with handsome grey-green 
foliage. Narrow spikes hold almost spherical 
greenish-yellow flower heads. An essential 
plant for a spring garden; although not long 
lived it will seed readily to give replacements. 
AGM.N Spurge. H 1m. S 1.2m. C Full sun and 
good drainage. Plant with gravel. Cut back after 
flowering. SI Spring. HR RHS H4, USDA 8a-11. 


41 EUPATORIUM MACULATUM 
ATROPURPUREUM GROUP 
‘“RIESENSCHIRM’ PERENNIAL 

Indispensable architectural plant with tall 
stems bearing flat-topped inflorescences 

in reddish-purple. Welcome relief from 
Michaelmas daisies. Ideal for borders of dusky 
colours. Clumps up quickly. AGM. N Joe Pye 
weed. H1.5m.S 1m. C Prefers alkaline, moist 
soil. SI Late summer. HR RHS H6. 


42 FRANCOA SONCHIFOLIA 

ROGERSON’S FORM PERENNIAL 

Wavy, evergreen leaves and arching stems of 
dark pink flower heads, followed by attractive 
seedheads. N Bridal wreath. H Leaves 8cm, 


Less is more. Simplify the 
designs and limit your range of 
plants by repetition in different 
areas rather than expanding 
the choice of favourites 


flower spikes 60cm. S 10cm. C Needs winter 
protection. SI Summer. HR RHS H4. 


43 FRITILLARIA MELEAGRIS PERENNIAL 
Bulbous, herbaceous perennial best grown 
in a marshy meadow but also lovely under 
deciduous trees and shrubs. Pendent, bell- 
shaped flowers of chequered pinkish-purple. 
AGM.N Snake's head fritillary. H 30cm. 

S 8cm.C Fertile soil in sun. SI Early summer. 
HR RHS H5, USDA 3a-8b. 


44 GALANTHUS ELWESII BULB 

Robust snowdrop with twisted glaucous 
leaves and large, fragrant, white flowers 
marked with green on inner tepals. A 
spreader in light woodland. AGM. N Greater 
snowdrop. H 15cm. S 8cm. C Any rich soil. 

SI Winter — spring. HR RHS H5, USDA 4a-8b. 


45 GERANIUM NODOSUM PERENNIAL 
Sprawling herbaceous perennial with 
spreading roots. Bright-green, glossy leaves 
and mauve flowers from late spring to mid 
autumn. Very effective ground cover. Seeds 
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freely. N Knotted crane’s bill. H 50cm. S 50cm. 
CAny soil, prefers dry shade. SI Spring — 
summer. HR RHS H5, USDA 7a-10b. 


46 GERANIUM PALMATUM PERENNIAL 
Tap-rooted, evergreen perennial from 
Madeira. Borderline-hardy. Magnificent 
foliage combines with trusses of pale-purple 
flowers in late spring. An ornament for the 
garden and a prolific seeder. AGM. H 1.2m. 
$1.2m.C Sun or semi-shade. Not reliably 
hardy so save autumn seedlings in a frame. 
SI Spring. HR RHS H4, USDA 9b-11. 


47 GERANIUM ROZANNE (= ‘GERWAT’) 
PERENNIAL Dazzling, hardy geranium with 
deeply cut green leaves in loose clusters and 
violet-purple flowers. A must for any garden, 
either at front of a border or massed as 
ground cover. AGM. N Rozanne’s cranesbill. 

H 50cm. S 30cm. C Any moist soil. Cut back if 
wilting in hot weather. SI Summer — October. 
HR RHS H5, USDA 5a-8b. 


48 GLADIOLUS MURIELAE PERENNIAL 
For the more ambitious, as the corms are 
tender and need storing over winter. Lovely 
grown in pots planted in spring or dug into 
a border. Scented and very elegant with tall 
stems bearing hooded, funnel-shaped, 
pure-white flowers with purple slash. AGM. 
H 70cm. S 5cm. C Tender so dry off corms 

in winter. SI Late summer. HRRHSH3. > 
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[> 49 HELLEBORUS X HYBRIDUS ‘PLUTO’ 
PERENNIAL An early spring perennial with 
leathery, deeply lobed leaves and small, 
deep-purple, cup-shaped, nodding flowers. 
H 30cm. S 30cm. C Neutral soil, in sun or 
shade. SI Spring. HR RHS H5. 


50 HELLEBORUS X STERNII PERENNIAL 
Herbaceous, shrubby hellebore with a leafy 
stem that produces flowers the following 
year. Combines attributes of both parents 

(H. argutifolius x H. lividus) and has nodding, 
rosy-green flowers. H 35cm. S 30cm. € Rich 
soil; borderline hardy. SI Winter — spring. 

HR RHS H4, USDA 5a-9b. 


51 HEMEROCALLIS LILIOASPHODELUS 
PERENNIAL Formerly called H. flava, this is 
one of the best daylilies as it’s far less of a thug 
than many others. Produces very early, scented 
flowers of clear, bright yellow among spiky 
leaves. Good under tall shrubs. N Custard 
daylily. H 1m. S 1m. C Easy to grow in any soil. 
SI Early summer. HR RHS H5, USDA 3a-9b. 


52 HEPTACODIUM MICONIOIDES SHRUB 
Introduced recently from China, this is a very 
useful large, bushy, late-flowering upright 
shrub for structure, flowers and seedheads. 
Creamy-white, fragrant flowers followed, in 

a hot climate, by persistent ornamental red 
sepals. AGM. H 4m. S 3m.C Any soil but full 
sun. SI Autumn. HR RHS H5, USDA 5a-9b. 
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Choose gentle colour harmonies 
as well as contrasting hues 

for quick effects. Green is a 
colour too, so think of foliage. 


53 HOHERIA SEXSTYLOSA ‘STARDUST’ 
SHRUB Upright evergreen from New 
Zealand. Its lance-shaped, toothed leaves are 
attractive all year, while the mass of white, 
cup-shaped, fragrant flowers is a very 
welcome sight in July at a time when few 
shrubs perform. AGM. N Ribbonwood. H 8m. 
S 6m. C Prefers a maritime climate but will 
thrive against a warm protective wall. 

SI Midsummer. HR RHS H4, USDA 8a-10b. 


54 HYDRANGEA PANICULATA ‘LIMELIGHT’ 
SHRUB Sturdy, medium-sized, branched 
shrub with sterile, soft-green florets that turn 
to creamy white and then pink tones as the 
season progresses. Prune hard in spring to 
increase size of flowers. AGM.H 2m. S 2m. 

C Prefers a moist, well-drained soil that is 
moderately fertile. Full sun or dappled shade. 
SI Late summer. HR RHS H5, USDA 4a-8b. 


55 HYDRANGEA SEEMANNII CLIMBER 
Evergreen hydrangea that clings to walls by 
aerial roots and has lance-shaped, serrated 
leaves. In summer it bears large round 
inflorescences made up of very attractive 


greenish-white fertile flowers surrounded by 
white infertile corymbs. Needs a shady 
corner in a warm garden. SI Summer. H 10m. 
S$ 5m.C Any soil but plant in shade. HR RHS 
H4, USDA 8a-10a. 


56 KOLKWITZIA AMABILIS ‘PINK CLOUD’ 
SHRUB A very desirable and easy deciduous 
suckering shrub with masses of small, bell- 
shaped, pale to deep pink flowers with yellow 
throats. An old favourite. AGM. N Beauty 
bush. H 3m. $ 3m. C Plant in any soil in full sun 
or semi-shade. SI Early summer. HR RHS H5. 


57 LAVANDULA ANGUSTIFOLIA ‘HIDCOTE’ 
PERENNIAL This grey-leaved, compact shrub 
with dark-blue flowers is the best lavender for 
any garden. Attractive to bees, it needs careful 
pruning after flowering. AGM. N Lavender. 

H 60cm. S 75cm. C Well-drained soil or gravel, 
full sun. SI Summer. HR RHS H5, USDA 4a-11. 


58 LEYMUS ARENARIUS GRASS 

Its silvery-grey leaves provide airy colour for 
year-round enjoyment. It’s a great invader so 
best contained in a wide, ornamental pot. 

N Lyme grass. H 1m. S By runners any 
distance over a period. C Any sandy soil. 

SI Year round. HR USDA 4a-9b. 


59 LILIUM REGALE BULB 
A very reliable flowerer with creamy fragrant 
blooms flushed with purple and carried 
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on tall stems. Stem rooting. Long lasting 
and good for picking. AGM. N Royal lily. 
H1m.C Fertile soils (not too alkaline), feed 
after flowering. SI Summer. HR RHS H6, 
USDA 3a-8b. 


60 LOBELIA X SPECIOSA‘'HADSPEN 
PURPLE’ PERENNIAL 

A clump-forming plant with dark-purple 
flowers held above dark-green leaves. A good 
choice for semi-shade, and works well when 
associated with similar dusky colours. 
H1.2m.S 30cm. C Any rich fertile moist soil, 
sun or semi-shade. SI Late summer. 


61 LOBELIA TUPA PERENNIAL 

A most desirable perennial, but one for more 
adventurous gardeners. Brick-red to orange 
flowers atop red-purple stems and soft grey- 
green, downy leaves. I grow in containers and 
give it shelter. Some books say it is robust but 
I doubt it. Deserves a medal. N Devil's tobacco. 
H1m.S 15cm. C Fertile soil full sun. Keep dry in 
winter. SI Summer. HR USDA 8a-10b. 


62 LONICERA TRAGOPHYLLA CLIMBER 

A woody, deciduous, twining honeysuckle, 
with good-sized, bright-yellow to orange 
tubular flowers from June to July. These are 
followed by red berries. Unusual in that it 
enjoys a bit of shade. AGM. N Chinese 
honeysuckle. H 6m. S 2m. C Any soil in sun or 
semi-shade. SI Summer. HR RHS H5. 


63 LYSIMACHIA EPHEMERUM PERENNIAL 
Very useful late-flowerer with an elegant 
upright habit. Stem-clasping, grey-green 
leaves set off upright, densely packed 
whitish-green flowers in terminal racemes. 
Has a reputation for being tender in exposed 
sites. AGM. N Willow-leaved loosestrife. 

H 1m. S 30cm. C Undemanding in sun or 
semi-shade. SI Autumn. HR RHS H6. 


64 LYSIMACHIA NUMMULARIA ‘AUREA’ 
PERENNIAL Prostrate, creeping evergreen 
with bright, golden-yellow leaves. Perfect for 
flat ground cover, quickly spreading as a mat 
under shrubs. A very useful plant for a dark 
corner. The abundant, single, bright-yellow 
flowers are unimportant. AGM. N Golden 
creeping Jenny. H 5cm. C Very ordinary soil 
and semi-shade. SI Spring. HR RHS H5. 


65 LYTHRUM SALICARIA ‘FEUERKERZE’ 
PERENNIAL Erect, stiff, clump-forming 
plant with tall spikes of purple-red to pink 
flowers. Best grown in moist soil beside a 
stream. AGM. N Purple loosestrife. H 1m. 

S 45cm. C Grow in any moist soil in full sun. 
Can be grown as a bog plant. SI Midsummer 
to early autumn. HR RHS H7. 


66 MAGNOLIA WILSONII SHRUB/TREE 
A very attractive, deciduous shrub or small 
tree bearing highly scented, pendent, 
cup-shaped, white flowers with crimson 
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stamens. Leaves, held on purple shoots, are 
green with felted brown on undersides. Grow 
on a bank to appreciate blooms from below. 
AGM.H 6m. S 6m. C Tolerant of both acid and 
alkaline soil. SI Early summer. HR RHS H6. 


67 MALUS HUPEHENSIS SMALL TREE 

For me, the best of the crab apples. A natural- 
shaped, spreading deciduous tree with 
fragrant, white flowers opening from pink 
buds followed by cherry-like red fruit. AGM. 
N Crab apple. H 12m. S 12m. C Grow in fertile, 
moist but well-drained soil in sun. SI Spring. 
HR RHS H6. 


68 MOLINIA CAERULEA SUBSP. 
ARUNDINACEA ‘TRANSPARENT’ GRASS 

A deciduous, autumn-flowering grass with 
an open habit and beautiful, airy effect in late 
summer. Green flowers fade to purple-brown 
and later golden-yellow. N Purple moor grass. 
H 2m.S 1m.C Moist but well-drained soil, 
preferably acid. SI Autumn. 


69 NARCISSUS ‘THALIA’ BULB 
Multi-headed, trumpet daffodil from the 
triandrus group. Has lovely, scented, pure- 
white, simple flowers at a time when the 
countryside is overwhelmed by massed 
plantings of bright, golden daffodils. A perfect 
contrast. H 35cm. S 8cm. C Any soil with sun. 
Keep soil moist, do not cut down leaves for six 
weeks. SI Late spring. HR USDA 5a-11. > 


47 


[> 70 NICOTIANA LANGSDORFFII 
HALF-HARDY ANNUAL A delightful, lower- 
growing tobacco plant with branching stems 
and sprays of unusual, subtle apple-green, 
drooping, tubular bell-like flowers. Long 
flowering. AGM. N Tobacco plant. H 1.5m. 

S 35cm. C Any rich soil. Feed during flowering. 
SI Summer to autumn. 


71 NICOTIANA MUTABILIS ANNUAL 

Tall, branched, bushy annual that flowers into 
the autumn. Showers of pink and white 
trumpet-shaped flowers are carried on long, 
branched stems. Satisfactory container plant. 
Collect your own seed. N Tobacco plant. 
H2m.S$ 1.5m. C Any rich soil, feed in container. 
SI Summer to autumn. HR USDA 8a-10b. 


72 OLEARIA MACRODONTA SHRUB 
Pale-green, glossy, evergreen, holly-like leaves 
support daisy-like corymbs of white flowers. 
A substantial and valuable woody shrub. One 
of the hardiest of daisy bushes. AGM. N Daisy 
bush. H 6m. S 5m. C Can be a hedge or wind 
break in milder areas. SI Summer. HR RHS H4. 


73 OLEARIA X OLEIFOLIA ‘WAIKARIENSIS’ 
SHRUB A very attractive, small, hybrid bush 
with silvery-grey leaves and white flowers in 
axillary clusters. Very floriferous. Best if 
deadheaded after flowering. N Daisy bush. 

H 1.2m. S$ 2m. C Protect with fleece in first 
winter. Give warm sunny site. SI Summer. 
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Plan for an overall effect and 
ease of maintenance. A garden 
should reflect unity and design as 
well as horticultural know-how. 


74 PAEONIA LACTIFLORA ‘BOWL 

OF BEAUTY’ PERENNIAL 

An understandably popular peony 

with beautiful, wide, pink flowers with 
extraordinary centres packed with 
creamy-white petaloids and mid-green 
leaves. Good for picking as a cut flower. 
AGM.H 1m. S$ 1m. C Full sun and fertile soil. 
SI Summer. HR RHS H7, USDA 2a-8b. 


75 PAEONIA MLOKOSEWITSCHII 

PERENNIAL An exceptionally beautiful 
species peony that grows wild in the Caucasus 
Mountains. One of the earliest peonies to 
flower with wide, bowl-shaped, pale-yellow 
blooms and golden anthers held above 
attractive blue-grey leaves. Very desirable. 
AGM.N Molly the witch. H 90cm. S 1m. 

C Provide good drainage and mulch for winter 
protection. SI Spring. HR RHS H7, USDA 5a-8b. 


76 PAPAVER SOMNIFERUM ANNUAL 
Rewarding and trouble-free annual. Happily 
self-seeds or seeds can be scattered directly 
into garden soil in early spring. Grey prostrate 
leaves germinate early, followed by attractive 


papery flowers in white, pale pinks or deeper 
maroon. Double opium poppies known as 
peony-flowered are available in rich shades. 
N Opium poppy. H 1.2m. S 30cm. C Prefers a 
dry, well-drained position; full sun. SI Summer. 


77 PHILADELPHUS ‘BELLE ETOILE’ SHRUB 
Best philadelphus for the average-sized 
garden. Arching, deciduous, trouble-free 
shrub with single, very fragrant, cup-shaped 
white flowers with pink-flushed centres. 
AGM. N Mock orange. H 1.2m. S 2.5m. 

C Well-drained soil in full sun or semi-shade. 
SI Summer. HR RHS H6, USDA 5a-10b. 


78 PHILLYREA LATIFOLIA SHRUB/ TREE 

I plant this valuable evergreen for garden 
structure, either as a freestanding plant or 

as single plants in a formal avenue. It can be 
clipped into smooth, shining domes, its 
glossy leaves reflecting light. N Mock privet. 

H 9m. S 9m. C Tender when young so choose 
a sheltered spot with full sun and well-drained 
soil. SI Year round. HR USDA 7b-9a. 


79 PHLOMIS FRUTICOSA SHRUB 

A spring-flowering evergreen shrub with soft 
silvery-grey leaves and pale-yellow, scented 
flowers. A winner for early structure and 
flower interest. Its blooms are curious twisted 
whorls. AGM. N Jerusalem sage. H 1.5m. 

$ 1.5m. C Give a sheltered site in full sun and 
dry soil. SI Spring. HR RHS H4, USDA 7a-11. [> 
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74 Paeonia lactiflora “Bowl of : 
Beauty’ is an understandably q 
popular peony with beautiful, 
wide, pink flowers with 
extraordinary creamy-white 
centres. Good for picking. 
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> 80 PITTOSPORUM TOBIRA SHRUB 
Evergreen with shiny leaves and very 
fragrant, handsome, white umbels. Here in 
Somerset it thrives in a sheltered corner 
against a warm wall. Protect with fleece in 
winter. AGM. N Japanese mock orange. 

H 2-10m. S 2.5m. C Well-drained soil. SI Spring 
to early summer. HR RHS H3, USDA 8a-10b. 


81 POLYGONATUM X HYBRIDUM 
PERENNIAL An old favourite with arching 
green stems bearing ovate leaves and green- 
tipped, dangling white tubular flowers. AGM. 
N Common Solomon's seal. H 1.5m. S 30cm. 
C Any soil in shade. SI Spring. HR RHS H7. 


82 PRUNUS X SUBHIRTELLA ‘AUTUMNALIS’ 
TREE The perfect tree with semi-double 
pinkish white flowers first in November and 
then intermittently all winter. Green leaves 
colour yellow in October before dropping. 

N Winter cherry. H 8m. S 8m. C Shelter 

from wind, any soil type. Woodland margin. 

SI Winter. HR USDA 5a-9b. 


83 ROBINIA PSEUDOACACIA 
‘UMBRACULIFERA’ TREE 

Lollypop shaped with a tall stem, this is ideal 
for defining garden areas or simple avenues. 
Quite large plants will grow beneath its canopy. 
Cut back annually as it matures. N Mop-head 
acacia. H 6m. S 6m. C Any soil, protect from 
wind. SI Spring to autumn. HR USDA 5a-9b. 
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Keep some space against a 
warm wall for a few tender 
shrubs. Exotics will give your 
garden an edge. 


84 ROSA GERTRUDE JEKYLL (= ‘AUSBORD’) 
SHRUB ROSE One of David Austin’s repeat- 
flowering English roses. Large rosette-shaped 
blooms with a rich, pink colour and true rose 
fragrance. Forms an upright, compact shrub 
which is vigorous, reliable and free flowering. 
Good for picking. AGM. H 1.5m. S 1m.C Rich, 
manured soil. Feed generously. SI Summer. 
HR RHS H6, USDA 5a-10a. 


85 SALVIA INVOLUCRATA PERENNIAL 

One of the best salvias for its long and prolific 
flowering. Attractive pink and red buds open 
into deeper red flowers. Very garden-worthy 
but needs space. Benefits from a protective 
mulch. AGM. N Rosy-leaf sage. H 2m. S 2m. 

C Well-drained soil and shelter in full sun. 

SI Late summer to first frosts. HR USDA 7b-11. 


86 SALVIA NEMOROSA ‘CARADONNA’ 
PERENNIAL With striking, violet-blue flowers 
on dark stems, this ordinary salvia clumps up 
well. Perfectly hardy, needs little attention 
and is easily divided after a few years. AGM. 

H 90cm. S 30cm. C Full sun and good rich soil. 
Mulch in winter. SI Late spring. HR RHS H7. 


87 SARCOCOCCA CONFUSA SHRUB 

This shade-loving, bushy evergreen with 
incredibly fragrant, white flower clusters in 
deepest winter really raises one’s spirits after 
Christmas. Black fruits extend its season. 
AGM. N Sweet box. H 2m. S 1m. C Sheltered 
spot under trees or taller deciduous shrubs. 
Any soil. SI Winter. HR RHS H5, USDA 6a-9b. 


88 SOLANUM CRISPUM ‘GLASNEVIN’ 
CLIMBER A very vigorous, scrambling, 
semi-evergreen, woody climber that bears 
rich purple-blue potato flowers in late 
summer. Needs support on a trellis or 
pergola. AGM. H 8m. S 3m. C Alkaline soil in 
sun or semi-shade. Prune in spring. SI Late 
summer. HR RHS H4, USDA 9a-11. 


89 SOLANUM LAXUM ‘ALBUM’ CLIMBER 

A very graceful, twining plant for mild areas, 
on a south or southwest-facing wall. Pale, 
almost white flowers borne in late season. 

I always protect its roots in winter. AGM. 

N Potato vine. H 6m. S 4m. C Plant at base of 
warm wall. SI Late summer. HR RHS H4. 


90 STAUNTONIA HEXAPHYLLA CLIMBER 
A strong-growing, tender, twining, evergreen 
shrub with large lax leaves bearing fragrant 
white flowers in spring. These are bell-shaped 
and white, tinged with violet. N Stauntonia 
vine. H 10m. S 5m. C Tender but unfussy 
about soil. SI Spring. HR USDA 8b-9b. 
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91 STIPA GIGANTEA GRASS 

Spiky leaves and golden, oat-like flower heads 
by late summer. Grow more than one and 
make sure they are outlined against the 
setting sun. AGM. N Giant feather grass or 
golden oats. H 2.5m. S$ 1.5m. C Full sun and 
sheltered from high winds. Well-drained soil. 
SI Summer into autumn. HR RHS H7. 


92 SYRINGA VULGARIS ‘ANDENKEN AN 
LUDWIG SPATH’ SHRUB 

A reliable, tree-like, deciduous shrub bearing 
fragrant, deep wine-red flowers on slender 
30cm-long panicles. Can be grown in a shrub 
border or as a specimen. AGM. N Lilac. H 7m. 
S 7m. C Well-drained sandy soil. SI Spring. 
HR RHS H6, USDA 3a-/b. 


93 TAXUS BACCATA SHRUB/TREE 

Yew can be grown as a specimen, a hedge or 
topiarised into shapes. Evergreen with dark- 
green leaves and compact growth, it is the 
most valuable and lovable plant in the 
garden. AGM. N English yew. H Over 12m. 

S Over 8m. C Tolerates dry soil, hates 
swamps; happy in sun or shade. SI Year round. 
HR RHS H6, USDA 5b-8b. 


94 TULIPA TURKESTANICA BULB 

In spring, grey-green leaves protect flowers, 
which are white with yellow centres, flushed 
grey and pink outside, and are borne on lax 
stems. AGM. H 30m. S 15cm. C Best in full sun 


planted in a rockery type bed or in a container. 
SI Spring. HR RHS H5, USDA 3a-9b. 


95 VERBENA BONARIENSIS PERENNIAL 
An invaluable plant that likes to seed itself in 
any corner. Upright, wiry, tall, branched stems 
produce lilac-purple, flat-headed panicles. 
AGM.H 2m. S$ 45cm. C Any fertile soil in sun. 
SI Summer. HR RHS H4, USDA 7a-10b. 


96 VIBURNUM X BODNANTENSE ‘DAWN’ 
SHRUB Dark-green to bronze leaves in 
summer. It produces highly scented frost- 
resistant pink flowers on bare branches from 
late autumn to spring. AGM. N Arrowwood. 
H 3m.S 1m.C Prefers shade, likes fertile soil. 
SI Winter. HR RHS H6, USDA 5b-9b. 


97 VIBURNUM X BURKWOODII ‘ANNE 
RUSSELL’ SHRUB 

Semi-evergreen, bushy shrub producing 
fragrant, pink-budded white flowers from 
February to May. Best against a wall ina 
sheltered corner. H 2m. S 3m. C Any well- 
drained soil in sun. SI Early spring. 


98 VIBURNUM TINUS ‘EVE PRICE’ SHRUB 
Luxurious, evergreen, glossy green leaves 
and flower cymes in carmine and pink. Bears 
its flowers between autumn and spring. Can 
be grown as a thick, bushy hedge. AGM 

N Laurustinus. H 3m. S 3m. C Shady, moist 
soil. SI Winter. HR RHS H4, USDA 7a-10b. 
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99 VINCA MINOR ATROPURPUREA 
PERENNIAL This creeping evergreen is very 
attractive as ground cover, with long rooting 
stems. It has dark, plum-purple flowers. 
Happy to grow under trees or shrubs and 
most effective if massed. AGM. N Lesser 
periwinkle. H 10-20cm. S 2m. SI Spring — 
summer. C Any soil in shade. HR RHS H6. 


100 WISTERIA FLORIBUNDA ‘ALBA 
CLIMBER White wisteria are hard to beat for 
elegance and this one from Japan has long, 
fragrant, white flowers gently tinted lilac. 
Carries velvet seed pods. A woody climber, it 
is perfect to train against a sunny wall. AGM. 
N White Japanese wisteria. H 9m. C Provide 
strong supports and prune carefully. SI Spring 
to summer. HR RHS H5, USDA 5a-10b. 


Reader offer 

To buy a selection of Penelope Hobhouse’s 
recommended plants at a 10 per cent 
discount from Hortus Loci/plantify.co.uk, 
please turn to page 109. 


GARDENS ILLUSTRATED Talk 
Penelope Hobhouse, along with fellow 
designers Jinny Blom and Sarah Price 
will be in conversation at this year’s 
GARDENS ILLUSTRATED Talk, at the Royal 
Geographical Society on Tuesday 19 May 
2015. For details, please turn to page 10. 
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In brief ed 
» What Sculpture garden, designed - AD 
by Sir Frederick Gibberd. 

Where Harlow, Essex. 

Points of interest Interlocking 
sculptural episodes’ anthyistas; 

Size Nine acres. ~ < 

Soil Clay. az 5, 
Climate Strong eyoonb ae = 


Hardiness ae 
. het. 


Modernist architect and town planner Sir Frederick Gibberd put as 
much effort into his private garden. ashe did his buildings and 
» publics Spaces, using sculpture to add interest and form 


_ WORDS TIM RICHARDSON PHOTOGRAPHS CRAIG FORDHAM 


sculpture garden 


Bashace Ivy faltoonsia 
i 4 ~cast of Sir Frederick Gibberd 
Rubinstein. A bronze of the same work . 


can be lelsewhere in thegarden. | 


FACIN E The most dramatic 
momel he garden is the tableau ’ 
forme colum nd row of “ 
Salvaged from the ie old 
Coutts Bank on the d ondon. 


A formaltawn, surrounded.by Hedges and 
soft planting#at'the front of the house. A 
domesticscenevbut-for the sculpture> 


he eminent architect and town planner 
Sir Frederick Gibberd came to Essex 
immediately after the Second World War to 
embark on designing Harlow New Town, 
which took shape over the ensuing decades; 
it stands today as an important example of 
mid-century civic modernism. In 1957 
Gibberd bought a smallholding on Marsh 
Lane, set in fields on the outskirts of the town, 
arranging to work in Harlow on Mondays 
and Fridays so that he could develop his 
house and garden on the weekends. 

The unprepossessing house was 
thoroughly ‘Modernised’ — the living room 
now has three large ‘picture windows’ for 
which Gibberd made three different garden 
scenes — but it was the developing garden 
that became the consuming project and the 
subject of frenetic activity, where Gibberd 
could indulge whims. The budget was not 
huge and the hard materials nothing special — 
indeed, some of them were simply leftovers 
from the Harlow building works (Gibberd 
also ‘borrowed’ the workforce on occasion). 
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This’small terrace is 
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including Seed by Gertrude Hermes (left): ; 
and No Man is an Island. by Angela Godfrey. 
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There were some garden features in place 
when Gibberd appeared, including a formal 
pool and pavilion north of the house on the 
steep slope that tumbles down to the Pincey 
Stream, which marks the northern boundary 
of the property. There is also a short avenue 
of lime trees in the middle of the garden, 

100 years old and 30m tall, which were 
planted far too close together but which 
flourish. Otherwise the garden was more or 
less a blank canvas, although a rather 
waterlogged one in its northern part, where 
a three-acre water meadow floods repeatedly. 

What Gibberd developed through the 
1960s and 1970s is an extremely complex 
garden with scores of different individual 
episodes to enjoy. 

Gibberd collected modern art and all of 
the 90 or so abstract and figurative sculptures 
set about the garden — in cement, stone, steel, 
bronze and wood — were the work of 
contemporary artists. There is no rationale to 
their placement other than the architectural 
principles of spatial felicity and the [> 


Sir Frederick 
Gibberd (1908-84) 
Born in Coventry, 
Gibberd trained 

in architecture at 


Birmingham School 
of Art, having first been apprenticed to a 
Warwick firm of architects at the age of 16. 
His first major commission was Pullman 
Court in Streatham, south London, which 
established him as a designer of modern 
blocks of flats. But work was sparse in 
the 1930s and after a period teaching — 
during the war he was Principal of the 
Architectural Association in London — 
Gibberd set up in practice again in 1944. 
He went on to design a string of important 
buildings including Terminals 1, 2 and 3 
of Heathrow Airport, the glass-fronted 
Coutts Bank on the Strand in London and 
Liverpool's Roman Catholic Cathedral. 
Harlow New Town was perhaps his 
major achievement, where landscape 
design was an important component. 
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= Clatworthy’s bronze cast Two Dogs. 
- ed 4 - 


- is . fe 


} Di oe ; 
pwd yAS 
ye \ /o t 
CNG 
eueat ‘3 


a 
GUE ch reap il 
de ony 
9 
A a 
nya a 
& \\ 
ea a 
kek: 
. A ” 
Fay f 
> Yo} de a A i * 
Se ee 
SS, 
1 House 7 NoManis an 
2 Grotto Island and Seed 
3 Lime Walk 8 Torso 
4 Temple and urns 9 Mother and Child 
5 Castle 10 Interlock 
6 Two Dogs 


[> responsiveness of objects to each other. As 
head gardener Jackie Philpot observes: “He 
was an architect who was interested in the 
spaces and how they worked together. These 
are interrelated spaces and they guide you 
around the garden.” The sculptures tend to 
be organised in clusters, in areas that 
interlock and lead in and out of each other, 
creating multiple vistas. There is certainly a 
comparison to be made with Gibberd’s town 
planning work, which was founded on the 
ancient Greek and Roman idea of civic spaces 
that dynamically interact. 

Over the years the planting became an 
increasingly important element in the 
garden, mainly in the form of groups of trees 
(silver birches, Lombardy poplars, maples) 
that offset the larger sculptures, but also more 
delicately through the use of herbaceous 
material in the terraced spaces around the 
house and in the pool area, which is adorned 
with pots. The west patio, for example, 
features a small straight rill and formerly a 
short pergola to match, crammed with small 
sculptures that can still be enjoyed. A lovely 
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maple is the main horticultural interest but 
there are also clipped yews and dwarf conifers 
with semi-shade plants, such as heucheras, 
pulmonarias and euonymus. 

There are several distinct moods in the 
garden, from the formal pool and grassy 
lawns to the north, to the areas near the 
stream, its evocative sound and sight 
enhanced by a cascade reputedly created by 
Gibberd using old fridges dumped into the 
water to provide bulk. The lime tree avenue is 
a rather startling interpolation — almost 
surreal — as is the tapestry hedge of different 
species that runs down the centre of the lawn. 

“Gibberd said it was a sculpture garden 


> 


but he planted an awful lot of trees,” says 


The lime tree avenue is a 
rather startling interpolation 
— almost surreal — as 1s the 
tapestry hedge of different 
species that runs down the 
centre of the lawn 


bs 


“F< Sx ‘ 3. y 
Gibberd oréated afmartificial cascade” 
in the Pincey Stream, Which adds a 
vital dimension'to the gardengs ff 


Jackie. There are common sycamores, ash 
and alder as well as specimens of weeping 
ash, pin oak, tulip tree and Atlantic cedar, 
together with many flowering and scented 
shrubs. The setting in open fields means that 
the garden is prone to high winds and there 
have been problems with branches or trees 
falling on sculptures. As a result, a certain 
amount of make-do-and-mend goes on. 
Jackie reveals: “I can knit, sew and lay bricks.” 
Following an uncertain period in the mid 
1990s when the property was at one point 
put on the market, the garden was restored 
after 2002 with the help of a grant from the 
Heritage Lottery Fund. I last visited the 
garden in the late 1990s and its horticultural 
transformation today is astonishing. Now is a 
good time to visit the Gibberd Garden. 


USEFUL INFORMATION 

Address The Gibberd Garden, Marsh Lane, 
Harlow, Essex CM17 ONA. 

Tel 01279 442112. 

Website thegibberdgarden.co.uk 


CLOCKWISE FROM TOP LEFT 


Sitting in the shade of several mature trees ina 

lawned area to the east of the house this statue, 

Torso by John Skelton, is one of several striking 
works of art placed throughout the garden. 


Gibberd was obsessed with paving and 
often changed it around. This flint and stone 
slab pathway, which leads on to the lawn directly 
behind the house, is a typical detail. 


One of the more mysterious moments in the garden 
is provided by Gerda Rubinstein's Mother and Child 
set against dark hedging. There are several sculptural 
celebrations of motherhood in the garden. 


The century-old lime avenue was not planted by 
Gibberd but wisely retained. It forms an unusual and 
arresting feature at the heart of the garden. 


sculpture garden 


Set-piece effects 


Works of art are arranged throughout the 
garden to create drama and atmosphere 


1 Poolside perfection 

Gibberd inherited the formal pool and 

the pavilion at its southern end, and he 
integrated it into the system of interlocking 
terraces he created around the house, each 
with its own artistic character. Terracotta 
pots were placed around the pool, with 
careful regard to their weighting and balance. 


2 A dramatic entrance 

Visitors know they have arrived somewhere 
‘different’ when they enter the Gibberd 
garden. Flanking the gates are a striking 

pair of eagles made of ciment fondu (a 

kind of super-malleable cement) by Gerda 
Rubinstein. The gates give on to a small 
parking area where straight ahead a painted 
breeze-block wall is adorned by two abstract 
paintings by Stephen Knapp. 


3 Narrow lawn and path 

The front garden was arranged by Gibberd 
so that it feels more like a sculpted space 
than a domestic necessity. A gate opens 

on to a straight path that runs alongside 
and above the front of the house. Gibberd’s 
children nicknamed it the M1. Several large 
abstract sculptures, including Paul Mount’s 
chunky Interlock, are sited on the lawn here 
and help build the sense of anticipation. 


4 Not too serious 

Gibberd made the castle as a plaything 

for his grandchildren — and of course for 
himself. The mound for the keep (originally 
elm logs, later concrete) was created using 
the spoil removed for the encircling moat. 
In Gibberd'’s lifetime the English flag of 

St George always flew from a flagpole. It’s 
an amusing addition in a serious garden. 


5 Folly effect 

Perhaps the most ambitious feature is the 
tableau formed by a pair of Portland stone 
columns and swagged Coade stone urns 
salvaged from the frontage of the original 
Coutts Bank in London, which Gibberd 
completely remodelled. In the manner of 
an episode in an 18th-century landscape 
park, the mood is gentle melancholy often 
associated with such decorous ruination. 
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In brief 

=) What Private garden in urban setting. 
Points of interest The combination 
of delicate materials, such as zinc 
Cladding, concrete curbstones and 
wooden walkways, makes a perfect 
Setting for verdant green planting» 
Where Amsterdam, the Netherlands. 
Size 6m x.7m (approx). 
Soil Acidic enriched by compost and*~ 
garden mould. - 
Climate Maritime. . 
Hardiness rating USDA 7a. 


designing small gardens 


Making the most 
of a small space 


Small gardens need big ideas: tall plants to tower above us, 
confident division of space and carefully selected materials. 
___ Designer Sarah Price takes a critical look at three designs to 
“f examine what elements can transform a tight urban space 


WORDS SARAH PRICE PHOTOGRAPHS MAAYKE DE RIDDER/STEVEN WOOSTER 


Garden 1 designed by Carolien Barkman 


Subtle contradictions are at work here. Cool 
and stylish, the planting and hard landscaping 
are arranged according to a strict grid, 
playfully broken up by planting laid out like 
an unfinished Scrabble board. I can imagine 
myself as a child, hoping over the green 
carpets of Soleirolia soleirolii and skipping 
along the floating wooden walkways. 

The five-storey apartment building and 
tall, existing Acer pseudoplatanus cast this 
garden in shade yet the blue-grey tones of the 
colour palette make the space appear larger 
and brighter than it really is. The cool tones of 
the concrete pavers, painted rendered walls 
and zinc cladding seamlessly blend with the 
fabric of the apartment, effectively offsetting 
the verdant green planting so that it takes 
centre stage. The zinc panels are a beautiful, 
sophisticated take on cladding, their soft 
sheen reflects light back into the space. They 
do not shout, instead they unify the space. 


The thin hair line between each zinc panel 
is a further satisfying linear detail. 

The balance between all the elements of 
the garden is perfect. Wood introduces 
warmth into the space. The slatted garden 
furniture and floating wooden walkways add 
depth to the garden composition. The 
walkways are placed 20cm above ground 
level and the slats are spaced to allow 
glimpses of Soleirolia soleirolti and Asarum 
europaeum growing beneath. Such detail is 
everywhere. The concrete curbstones have 
an organic, pitted texture that contrast with 
alternating rectangles of low evergreens: 
Luzula sylvatica, Saxifraga x urbium and the 
semi-evergreen Geranium macrorrhizum 
‘Spessart. This variation of leaf form is 
extended across the garden from the delicate 
clover-like leaves of Oxalis acetosella var. 
rosea, thriving beneath the acer, to the bold, 
paddle-like leaves of Astilboides tabularis. 


Key elements of the design 


1 Zinc cladding softly reflects light into the shady space. Cladding is invaluable for hiding ugly 
boundaries and structures, and needn't be expensive. Salvaged wood cladding is very on trend. 
2 The imaginative composition of plants and hard materials creates a year-round picture. 
The dimensions of the paving units dictate the ground pattern and set up a play of repetition 
across the space. This geometry is reflected in the proportions and lines of the wooden 
walkways, furniture and panelled cladding. 

3 Textural contrast in plant forms. A careful selection of shade-loving plants creates a green 
picture throughout the year. Fine-leaved tussock grasses contrast with the heart-shaped leaves 
of Epimedium grandiflorum ‘Album’ and graceful ferns, such as Polystichum setiferum. Aruncus 
‘Horatio; Lunaria annua var. albiflora, Meconopsis cambrica complete the green picture, while 
bulbs Allium nigrum and Nectaroscordum siculum subsp. bulgaricum bring further highlights. 
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In brief: 


What Low-maintenance private 
garden in urban setting: 
Points of interest Detailing of 
hard materials;including “folded’ 
., Corten steps and lengths of decking 
and Corten ‘stepping stones’ that 
have been staggered to create 
varied planting depths. 

Where Kensington, west London. 
Size 9m x 10m (approx): 

Soil Improved London clay. 
Climate Temperate. 

Hardiness rating USDA 9a. 


- 


designing small gardens 


Garden 2 designed by Sarah Price 


Excavating and removing earth is never an 
easy operation, especially in London gardens 
where access is difficult. However, bold moves 
can make a space, and when accepting this 
2008 commission, I knew that the success of 
this garden depended on excavating the 
upper ground level away from the house. 
This not only let light into the downstairs 
interior but also created space for a seating 
area to step out directly on to and enjoy. 

The connection between inside and out 
was enhanced by introducing large glass 
windows and doors that look out on to the 
garden. A large portion of the budget was 
spent on creating a set of sculptural, Corten 
steel steps to bridge the different garden 
levels. The folded form of the steps appear to 
float above the box domes, which in time will 
merge and form abstract cloud-like forms, a 
counterpoint to the sharp angles of the 
garden. The evergreen and ever adaptable 
grass Anemanthele lessoniana intersperses the 
box, providing strong contrast in form and 
arching habit. The staggered lines of the 


Corten stepping stones encourage you to pick 
your way through the planting. They lead to 

a rectangle of lawn, edged in Corten steel and 
raised slightly above the surrounding 
planting. The uniform texture of the mown 
grass, emphasise the beautiful form and 
shadows of the existing Magnolia tree. 

Not all designs are fully realised, every 
designer runs the risk of their design plans 
not being fully implemented. In this case the 
retaining wall was rendered a stark white and 
not limewashed in a muted tone as specified, 
and this somewhat harsh approach was also 
adopted for random sections of the old 
London brick walls. As an alternative, sensitive 
repointing in lime mortar and a green matrix 
of climbers would have been a more 
sympathetic approach to the overall scheme. 


Qye READER EVENT 


Sarah Price will be discussing her planting 
style at the GARDENS ILLUSTRATED Festival 
in April. For details see page 8 or visit 
gardensfestival.com 


Key elements of the design 


1A seamless transition from inside to out was enhanced by matching the decking to the 
width, direction and floor level of the interior floorboards. 

2 The lengths of the decking boards were varied to create a staggered boundary to the 
planting area. This breaks up the visual impact of the dominant retaining wall and allows 
pockets of deep planting to create the illusion of greater space. 

3 Limit material selection. The rusty orange patina of Corten steel was chosen to complement 
the warm tones of the old London brick along the back boundary. It is also a striking partner to 
fresh green planting. Choose a dominant material and repeat it across the space to integrate. 

4 Arestrained planting palette will unify a small garden. The evergreen matrix of Buxus and 


Anemanthele lessoniana is interplanted with Tulipa, Narcissus, Hesperis, Helleborus and Digitalis 
for spring interest. These are tough plants that won't mind too much if they are shaded out later 
in the year. The annual tobacco plant, Nicotiana sylvestris adds scent, height and visual drama 
through summer into autumn. Live-fast-die-young annuals work hard in small town gardens, 
where you can plant them en masse to great effect. 
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Y kann oP yr ‘ 
y Enibriéf on. gE 
What Lgft-niciatepance private 
: arden ina résidentiakarea. 
"Paints of interest A Canal-view 
garden where the austere design is 
Ohtrasted with a restful, silver-green 
fanting»palette. Balanced, s 
hs ordinated planting provides 
< ar-fong interest. 
WhereeAmstelveen, the Netherlands. 
~Size'6m x16m (approx). 
Soil Sand and peat. 
litfate Mild-maritime. 


latdiness rating USDA 7a. 
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designing small gardens 


Garden 3 designed by Luc Englehard 


It is easy to imagine sitting on the canalside 
deck in this garden, enjoying the play of 
dappled light through the trees and on to 

the water. It is a restrained garden space, 
confidently designed so that the focus is 
always on the borrowed view of the canal. 
The rest of the garden is relatively static, with 
low-maintenance plants and materials that 
act as a counterpoint to the changing play of 
light on the water. 

The unusual, angular composition of 
this design makes the most of a narrow space 
and the borrowed view of the canal. The 
diagonal lines of the paving pull you towards 
the canal in a slow, meandering fashion. 
Subtle changes of direction are always an 
effective design ploy, especially in a narrow 
garden where it will create the illusion of 
greater space. You never want a direct route 
that will allow you to rush to the end of the 


garden without pausing to indulge your 
senses. The level changes down from the 
house to the canalside further this sense of 
journey and the illusion of space. 
Low-maintenance planting is dominated 
by evergreen Pachysandra terminalis ‘Green 
Carpet’, which is a perfect candidate for 
carpeting bare areas of earth and this, 
together with Lavandula angustifolia 
“Munstead’, forms a low, horizontal contrast 
to the slender upright accent of a Japanese 
crab apple, Malus toringo. This is a small tree 
at maturity making it perfect for a small 
space. It’s also a clever choice for a canalside 
garden, as it has a pendulous-shaped crown 
that echoes waterside trees, such as weeping 
willow. Here, it has been artfully positioned 
to both partially screen and frame the 
waterside view, adding a sense of discovery 
to your journey through the garden. 


Key elements of the design 


1 Make the most of an attractive ‘borrowed view’ by composing your garden as you would a 
picture. Frame the beautiful form of a mature tree in the distance with a simply placed tree or 
an informal, staggered line of shrubs that will direct your eye to the view. Sensitive pruning of 
existing trees and shrubs is often effective in opening and framing views. 

2 Change levels within a small garden. A simple step down or up to a raised area, such as a 
deck, within your garden will create a greater sense of space. 

3 Consider the route that you will take through the space. Avoid creating direct routes ina 
small garden. By running sections of paving directly up to your boundary walls you will make 
your garden feel wider. Position a multi-stem tree or tall, semi-transparent grasses to partially 
veil the garden's view. This will create an even greater illusion of space. 

4 Boundaries make or break a small garden. Keep them simple and uniform. Hornbeam 
hedging along the two boundary lengths of the garden creates a calm, green frame. 


5 The mix of hard materials in this space makes a break — but only just successfully — with the 

standard design rule of limiting your material palette to two or three materials that work to unify 
aspace. The blue tones of the concrete tiles and Belgian blue stone setts tonally merge as does 

the warmth of the Corten ‘floating steps’ and wooden decking. 
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Hans Kramer 


He's the unassuming owner of one of Europe's most admired specialist 
nurseries and we're delighted to introduce him as our latest columnist 


WORDS JOHN HOYLAND PORTRAIT CHARLIE HOPKINSON 


sk most specialist nurserymen about their favourite 
A nurseries and you'll probably find De Hessenhof in the 

Netherlands high on their list. Great Dixter’s head gardener 
Fergus Garrett describes it as “one of the best nurseries in Europe”. 

I first visited more than 20 years ago and still treasure my copy of 

a heavily annotated catalogue. The man who runs De Hessenhof is 
Hans Kramer, a tall, quiet-spoken Dutchman who has developed a 
reputation for a sharp eye, an unrivalled knowledge of perennial 
plants, and for the quality and variety of the plants he produces. 

It is hard to imagine that 35 years ago, the nursery, now packed 
with stock beds, bordered with displays of mother plants and shaded 
by mature holm oaks, was little more than a sheep meadow. In 1981, 
when he was just 20, Hans persuaded his grandfather, a farmer, to let 
him grow plants on the land. “I had finished horticultural college,” he 
says. “It was a time of economic crisis and there were no jobs. I knew 
that eventually I would want to run my own nursery and just 
decided that the only way to earn a living would be to try straight 
away. I took the plunge.” In other parts of the country, nurserymen 
Piet Oudolf and Coen Jansen were also at the start of their careers, 
and across Europe there was a burgeoning interest in perennial 
plants. “It was an exciting time and I feel very lucky to have been 
starting out then,” says Hans. 

A significant moment came in 1982 when Hans persuaded his 
parents to lend him the family car to visit Britain to look for plants. 
“From the ferry I drove directly to Great Dixter and was entranced 
by the plants I saw,” he says. “Christopher Lloyd appeared, shouting 
at me and telling me off because the gardens didn’t open until the 
afternoon.” Lloyd mellowed when the enthusiastic Hans explained 
his desire to run a perennials nursery, and the two became friends. 

On the same trip Hans met nurserywoman Elizabeth 
Strangman. “I admired her enormously. She knew so much about 
perennial plants and was an example of how to run a nursery. She 
was a huge inspiration to me. A role model and a mentor.” The two 
remain friends. “Every moment of that first journey to England is 
etched into my memory. I still have many plants that I bought with 
me on that trip and they are like old and dear friends. I am very 
attached to those plants, I feel emotional about them.” 

Since then Hans has developed a keen eye for neglected species 
and new cultivars, and amassed an encyclopaedic collection of 
perennial plants. Currently, his stock beds are filled with 6,000 


different types of plant and the nursery’s catalogue (now a weighty 
tome) lists some 3,000 different plants. “Miranda [Hans’s wife] says I 
should try and edit out a few plants, but I find that very difficult,” 
admits Hans. “Each of them has something to offer, each of them I 
have selected because they are special. When I think that a plant has 
something good about it I become an evangelist for it.” 

Miranda first came to work at the nursery 25 years ago, as a 
student attending the same college at which Hans had studied and 
sharing his love of plants. He is emphatic that the success of the 
nursery is as much due to Miranda as it is to himself. “We are a 
partnership, a joint enterprise,” he says. “We have grown into this 
nursery together and the nursery has grown with us.’ Hans admits 
he doesn’t like glib descriptions of him as being ‘passionate about 
plants; but it is evident in the way he speaks that this mild-mannered 
Dutchman has an ardent enthusiasm for his work. 

From the very beginning Hans has made his own compost (from 
tonnes of leaf mould collected by the local authority) and has used 
few chemicals, having decided eight years ago to make the nursery 
completely organic. While he was establishing his nursery, the 
renowned German nurseryman Ernst Pagels was encouraging. 

“He was very generous,” says Hans. “And I admired that he ran his 
nursery organically, despite the scoffers. Now other growers laugh at 
me when they see that I pinch plants out to make them bushy rather 
than spray on a chemical. I took this step for myself, for my family 
and for our staff. Growing plants organically is the right thing to do.” 

The nursery now attracts visitors from all over the world. “Of 
course, I feel proud when a group of gardeners travels from Moscow to 
visit me,” he says. “But I’m also very happy that local gardeners come 
here to buy plants because they’re good plants well grown. What makes 
me most happy, though, is growing plants. Sowing seeds, growing 
plants is the joy of my life and that is what I will always do.” 


USEFUL INFORMATION 

From this month Hans Kramer takes over our Plantsman’s Favourites 
column, and you can read his first selection of plants for February on 
page 22. You can find out more about De Hessenhof at hessenhof.nl 


NEXT MONTH 
Mick Evans, head gardener at the National Trust's Packwood House. 


Of course I feel proud when gardeners travel here 
from Moscow, but I'm also happy that local gardeners come 
here to buy plants because they’re good plants well grown 
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in brief 


What Genus of five species 
of deciduous shrubs. 
Common na Nitch hazel. 
Origins North America, 
Japan and China. 

Season Winter. 


Size Up to 5m tall: 
Cantons Full'sun or part 
ore in well:drained soil. 


AMAMELIS X X INTERMEDIA ‘ROBERT’ 

ad in 2000, this is 

Mfstanding cultivar with very 

swee rfumed flowers. The 

indivi tals fade fromired 
_. , 

to copper, which gives a warm and 


glowing effect to the whole plant. 
3.5m. AGM* RHS H7, USDA paagb". 
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CAROLE DRAKE / ALAMY 


John Hoyland 

is a plantsman 
and garden writer 
who has gardens 
in both southeast 
England and 
southwest France. 


*Holds an Award 

of Garden Merit 
from the Royal 
Horticultural Society. 
tHardiness ratings 


given where available. 


plant profile hamamelis 


ight now, the vitality and hullabaloo 
¢ of April is a long way off but there 
AX are stirrings, clear indications that 
the lifelessness of the past two months is 
over. February stands as a buffer between 
the barrenness of winter and the fertility 
of spring, when the few tenacious flowering 
plants that have been struggling through 
spiteful weather and dark days begin to 
burgeon and flourish. 

Among these are hamamelis, which, 
having been flowering stoically throughout 
the winter, are now reaching their peak, 
revitalised by the slight lengthening of 
daylight and the slight rise in temperature. 
You can almost hear them exhale as buds 
slowly unfurl and flowers begin to send out 
their perfume. By the end of the month the 
plant has gathered such momentum that it is 
covered in blossom and the garden is filled 
with its citrus scent, and, because most flower 
before any leaves appear, the effect is dramatic. 

The individual blooms unscrunch their 
spidery flowers from brown suede buds, 
never losing that initial crumpled look. The 
petals resemble the peel left behind by an 
orange zester and, although fragile-looking, 
the flowers are hardy and long-lasting. I have 
seen flowers of H. mollis that have been 
encased in ice in the morning, which, later in 
the day, after the thaw, are still sparkling and 
fresh, rather than the brown mush that so 
many other flowers would have become. 
While hamamelis are mainly grown for their 
flowers, many forms also have luminous 
autumn foliage that provides dramatic 
contrasts with the shrub’s glossy black seed. 

In the wild, the genus is found in North 
America, China and Japan. H. virginiana 
grows along the east coast of America. Its 
yellow flowers are often hidden by the dense 
foliage and it has the distinction of flowering 
in the autumn rather than in late winter. 

Its relative from central North America, 
H. vernalis, is a similar shrub but with winter 
flowering. In 2006 a third American > 
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[> species was described, localised in a 
creek in Mississippi. Named H. ovalis it 
has large leaves and wine-red flowers 
and, reportedly, vibrant autumn foliage. 

H. virginiana was the first of the group 
to be grown in Europe, introduced to 
Britain in the 1740s by Peter Collinson, a 
wealthy cloth merchant and gardener who 
had the plant sent to him from America. 
Often overlooked, Collinson was a prime 
mover in the development of British 
gardens, importing seeds and plants from 
the New World and distributing them to 
gardeners, scientists and nurseries. 

You would now be hard pressed to 

find a specimen of H. virginiana for sale in 
a British nursery as, around the turn of last 
century, two new species were introduced 
that were considered by nurserymen to 
be superior garden plants. The first, 
H. japonica, has much larger flowers and 
more vibrant autumn foliage than either 
of its US cousins and caused a sensation 
among the gardening cognoscenti. 

A Chinese species, H. mollis, was 
collected in the late 19th century by 
Charles Maries, who was working for 
Veitch & Sons in London, and first sold in 
1902. Although its flowers are smaller than 
those of H. japonica, it has a much stronger 
scent and became even more popular. Plant 
breeders immediately saw the benefits of 
combining the best attributes of the two 
species and began work on developing 
hybrids that resulted in H. x intermedia. 

Cultivars of H. x intermedia were bred 
throughout the early part of the last 
century to achieve flowers ranging from 
pale lemon to deep burgundy, all with the 
hardiness and scent of their parents. It 
is these cultivars that are most interesting 
for gardeners. Planted in groups on 
carpets of snowdrops, hellebores and 
winter aconites, they have become an 
indispensable element of winter gardens. 
Isolated specimens, too, can look 
impressive: I know a garden with a single 
specimen of H. x intermedia ‘Arnold 
Promise’ that is planted so that its 
sulphur-yellow flowers are seen against 
the rising sun. On some dull February 
mornings it is so dazzling that it seems 
brighter than the sun itself, as if urging it 
on and reminding us that we are on our 
way — just a few more weeks and we will 
be out of the dark days and into spring. 


* John’s recommendations for hamamelis 
continue over the next six pages. 
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Yellow-flowered forms 


H. MOLLIS ‘WISLEY SUPREME’ 

The clear, yellow flowers are sweetly scented 
and begin to appear as early as November. 
The autumn foliage is bright yellow. The shrub 
spreads with age, eventually becoming 3m 
wide. 3m. AGM. RHS H5, USDA 5a-8b. 


H. MOLLIS 
The best of the species, with strongly 


perfumed flowers. In autumn the pale green 
foliage melts to a soft, buttery yellow. Slow 
growing, it will take 20 years to reach full 
height. 4m. RHS H7, USDA 5a-8b. 


H. X INTERMEDIA ‘PALLIDA’ 

Popular for both for its penetrating perfume 
and the masses of pale-yellow flowers that 
have a ghostly glow at twilight, this is perhaps 
the most widely available hamamelis. 

3m. AGM. RHS H5, USDA 5a-8b. 


eh) ' 
H. MOLLIS ‘IMPERIALIS’ 
Its strongly scented flowers are perhaps the 
largest of the genus. They're pale yellow with a 
red tint at the base of the petals. Young plants 
have sparse flowers, increasing as the plant 
matures. 3m. RHS H7, USDA 5a-8b. 
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plant profile hamamelis 


HAMAMELIS X INTERMEDIA 
‘ARNOLD PROMISE’ 

Forms amuch denser shrub than 
other hamamelis and so appears to 
be a thicket of flowers, which have a 
very strong, sweet scent. Eventually 
forms a vase-shaped shrub. 

3m. AGM. RHS H5, USDA 5a-9b. 


F 


H. KINTERMEDIA ‘APHRODITE 
A spreading shrub that will 

eventually srow td 4m wide and 
about 3mitall. The burnt-orange 


flowers represented an Important -§, 


colour break gr breeders when the 
plant appemedl during the 1980s. 
3m. AGM. RHS'H7, USDA ‘5a-9b. 
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Orange-flowered forms 


H.X INTERMEDIA ‘ORANGE PEEL’ 

Its sweetly scented flowers have wider petals 
than most, giving the impression of a small 
pom-pom. Autumn foliage is as spectacular 
as the flowers, encompassing tones of red, 
orange and yellow. 3m. RHS H7, USDA 5a-8b. 


GAP PHOTOS, LEONIE LAMBERT / GARDEN 
CAROLE DRAKE / ALAMY 


H. JAPONICA ‘RUBRA’ 

Atough and vigorous clone that forms a 
rounded shrub. It was selected by a French 
nursery a century ago for its red flowers and 
has been used extensively in breeding new 
cultivars. 3m. RHS H7, USDA 4a-9a. 


VISE FROM TOP LEFT; CAROLE DRAKE 
LD IMAGES, STEFFEN HAUSER / BOTANIKFOTO / ALAMY 


> 


cLoc 
WOR 


H. X INTERMEDIA ‘JELENA’ 

Named in the 1950s by plant breeder Robert 
de Belder for his wife, this is one of the most 
widely grown hamamelis. Although it has little 
scent, the warm brass-coloured flowers are 
enchanting. 4m. AGM. RHS H5, USDA 5a-9b. 


H. VIRGINIANA 

Fast growing, it quickly reaches 3m tall. The 
flowers start to appear during autumn and are 
at their peak in midwinter. Not a showy plant 
but the flowers can be a beautiful adjunct to 
autumn foliage. 3m. RHS H7, USDA 3a-9b. 


plant profile hamamelis 


Cultivation 

Hamamelis are easy shrubs to grow 
and should do well in most gardens 
except those that are on shallow, 
chalk soil. The ideal is an acid to 
neutral soil (a pH of between 4.5 and 
6.5) although | know gardens with a 
higher pH that have magnificent 
specimens of Hamamelis mollis. \f 
they become chlorotic because of a 
high pH, treat them with chelated iron. 
(Chlorosis is a condition where the 


plant produces insufficient chlorophyll, 


resulting in yellow leaves.) 

For arounded, compact shrub, 
grow in an open sunny situation. 
Hamamelis will grow in shade but 
develop long shoots that make for 
a gangly-looking plant. Although the 
flowers are tough, the young foliage 
can be burned by strong winds, so 
plant somewhere sheltered. 

Whatever the soil, dig in lots of 
organic matter: this will feed the plant 
and retain moisture. Although mature 


plants will tolerate periods of drought, 


young plants should be kept well 
watered during hot summers. 

In small gardens, consider growing 
hamamelis in pots, which will severely 
restrict the size they will reach. Choose 
apot at least 50cm in diameter and 
use a John Innes or other soil-based 
ericaceous compost. Keep the pot well 
watered during the summer and stand 
on pot feet so that water can drain 
away during the winter. 

Most hamamelis cultivars are 
grafted on to a vigorous rootstock 
that will produce suckers if planted 
too deeply. Try not to bury the graft 
joint (the swollen part of the stem 
near the base of the plant). 


Pruning 

lf you have the space to let hamamelis 
grow to their full size they need little 
pruning other than to take out dead 
wood. When you need to keep the 
shrub to a manageable size, prune it 
after flowering by cutting back that 
season's growth to a leaf bud. You 
can distinguish between leaf and 
flower buds by the longer, narrow 
shape of the leaf buds, while 

flower buds are round and fat. 
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Witch hazel 


The common name, witch hazel, has 
no connection to sorceresses or 
she-devils. According to the Oxford Red -flowe red fo rms 
English Dictionary witch, or wych, 
refers to any tree or shrub that has 
pliant branches, such as the wych elm, 
from which bows were made. The first 
record of it being used to describe 
hamamelis wasn't until 1760, when 
British emigrants to North America 
applied it to the indigenous shrub. 

Early settlers to North America 
used a decoction of hamamelis, 
made from mashing and boiling the 
twigs of the plant, to treat cuts, 
bruises and sores, and Native 
Americans still use it to treat swelling 
and inflammation. Witch hazel 
remains an ingredient of creams that 
treat insect bites and of skin lotions 
used to ease eczema and acne. 


Collections 


¢ Sir Harold Hillier Gardens 


H. X INTERMEDIA ‘RUBIN’ H. X INTERMEDIA ‘LIVIA’ 
scone bene Ram ey: Arounded plant with flowers that have Bred only 20 years ago this cultivar must have 
Pano Sane little scent but are produced profusely from the most intensely red flowers of the genus. 
TECHS SOs ot//8, December to the end of February. Its leaves The flowers have a spicy perfume and grow in 
Hants. gov uK/ii|liereardens become a fiery orange in autumn. profusion from December through to March. 
Am. RHS H7, USDA 5a-9b. 3.5m. RHS H7, USDA 5b. 


¢ Witch Hazel Nursery 
The Granary, Cranbrook Farm, aa 
Callaways Lane, Newington, 
Sittingbourne, Kent ME9 7LU. 
Tel 01795 843098, 
witchhazelnursery.com 


Suppliers 

* Bluebell Arboretum and Nursery 
Annwell Lane, Smisby, nr Ashby 
de la Zouch, Derbyshire LE65 2TA. 
Tel 01530 413700, 
bluebellnursery.com 


¢ Junker’s Nursery 
Higher Cobhay, Milverton, 


Somerset TA4 1NJ. 

Tel 01823 400075, 

junker.co.uk 
Further reading 
There is a very detailed monograph H. X INTERMEDIA ‘FEUERZAUBER’ H. VERNALIS ‘LOMBARTS’ WEEPING’ 
about the genus published by Timber A vigorous hybrid that grows quickly andhasa An unusual cultivar with small flowers and 
Press. Called Witch Hazels, it is 3m-wide spread. The coppery-orange flowers — spreading habit with pendulous branches. It 
written by Chris Lane and is a Plant are produced in abundance but have very little —_ will only reach 2m tall but as much as 4m wide. 
Collector Guide from the RHS. perfume. Sometimes sold as H. x intermedia The flowers, which continue into March, have 


CLOCKWISE FROM TOP LEFT; ELKE BORKOWSKI / GAP PHOTOS, LEIGH CLAPP / GAP PHOTOS, JOSHUA McCULLOUGH / GARDEN WORLD IMAGES, STEFFEN HAUSER / BOTANIKFOTO / ALAMY 


‘Firecracker’ 3.5m. RHS H7, USDA 6a-9b. astrong spicy scent. 2m. RHS H7, USDA 4a. 
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plant profile hamamelis 


. H. XINTERMEDIA ‘DIANE 

amed after his daughter, by prolific 
hamamelis breeder Robert déBelder 
* believed this to be the best of 
the red-flowered forms. Inthe autumn 
the foliage turns through maroon 
and crimson to flaming orange. 

hy. 2.5m. AGM. RHSIH5, USDA Sai9b. 


Galanthus ‘Ketton’ 
A superb snowdrop found by Bowles in Ketton, 4 
Rutland, in 1946. It has single flowers with two : 
smudges on the inners, at the top of the flower, 

k that’s narrower than 
most. Robust and strong, this tall Sno 
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and philanthropist Edward Augustus Bowles s " 
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YEA Bowles in 1910 with 
his Lakelafid terrier Kim. 
He sometimes used 
his straw boater to 

collect blackberries. 
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b., Gi lived well into 2 
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Myddelton House,in 1954, 
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Bowles tending his garden ¥ 
at Myddelton House. 


Right Bowles carefully 
numbered all of his bulbs; ae 
rather than naming them, 

to stopithe light'fingered 
from identifying and 
Snatching them. 


ost gardeners know at least one 

galanthophile, someone like me, who goes 
into overdrive in January and February 
through their complete obsession with 
snowdrops. Lots of us who meet at galas and 
garden gatherings to worship at the shrine of 
those little white flowers, and for two months 
or so I (and my fellow galanthophiles) think 
of little else. It’s like an all-consuming fever. 

Snowdrop mania isn’t new, however. 
The obsession began in the mid 19th century 
when lots of snowdrops were introduced 
from the wild. Some were plundered from 
the Crimea by soldiers returning from the 
war; others were ripped from the ground by 
commercial bulb companies based in the 
Netherlands. Many found their way into 
grand gardens owned by the wealthy and they 
provoked the same sort of passion we see 
today. Rare bulbs often cost 7s 6d in the mid 
19th century, the equivalent of three weeks 
wages for many. Keen growers swapped 
between themselves, much as they do today. 
However, everything changed in the early 
years of the 20th century when new Chinese 
introductions such as magnolias, camellias 
and rhododendrons arrived and relegated the 
snowdrop to an almost forgotten flower. 

Thankfully, Edward Augustus Bowles 
(1865-1954) paid no heed to plant fashions 
and carried on collecting and growing 
snowdrops along with other bulbous plants, 
including crocus and colchicums. He was a 
wealthy man with a family fortune made by 
supplying clean water to London from the 
River Lee, which ran through the land of 
the family home — Myddelton House. As a 
child he was frail and was educated at home 
with his younger sister before going to 
Cambridge to study divinity. He developed a 
passion for natural history, be it plant, animal 
or mineral, and always had an acute eye for 
the unusual. He spotted Carex elata ‘Aurea, a 
golden sedge on Wicken Fen, which became 
known as Bowles’s golden sedge. He also 
collected a golden grass, Milium effusum 
‘Aureum. He loved oddities and he was 
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the first to grow corkscrew hazel, Corylus 
avellana ‘Contorta; in a part of his garden 
called the Lunatic Asylum. Other curiosities 
included the hedgehog holly, Iex aquifolium 
‘Ferox Argentea’. 

Bowles’s gardening mentor was the 
Rev Henry Nicholson Ellacombe (1822-1916) 
of Bitton Grange in Gloucestershire, a distant 
relative who came to Myddelton House on 
business. Ellacombe grew snowdrops and 
passed them on to Bowles, who painted and 
drew his collection over many years. His 
paintings are now held by the RHS Lindley 
Library and they include the first spiky “Boyd’s 
Double’ Bowles painted this in 1910, having 
acquired it from a Scottish galanthophile 
called William Brack Boyd (1831-1918). 


His paintings show 
virescent snowdrops and 
multi-petalled plicate 
snowdrops with six outer 
petals clearly visible 


Bowles also grew another Scottish snowdrop 
distributed by Samuel Arnott and this was 
eventually named ‘S. Arnott’ by Bowles 
himself in 1951. His paintings show virescent 
snowdrops and multi-petalled plicate 
snowdrops with six outer petals clearly visible. 
Could this be the six-petalled “EA Bowles; 
named a full 70 years later when it was 
discovered at Myddelton House by Mike 
Myers in 1995? Another six-petalled 
snowdrop has recently been named after 
gardener Bryan Hewitt. 

Bowles wrote about some of his 
snowdrops in Snowdrops and Snowflakes by 
FC Stern (1884-1967), published in 1956, but 
his section on garden hybrids and cultivars 
was drastically condensed. However, the short 
piece does contain interesting information on 
several snowdrop breeders. James Allen 
(1832-1906) of Shepton Mallet, a wealthy [> 
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1 Bowles was a keen artist and over the years made many paintings of his 
snowdrop collection. This watercolour from 1922 shows a seedling of 
Galanthus plicatus with tetramerous (flower parts in sets of four) flowers. 
2 A1920 watercolour painting by Bowles of Galanthus nivalis ‘Virescens. 
3 Bowles took great care in sketching the individual details of snowdrops. 
4 A pencil drawing from 1932 of Galanthus x allenii. 
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A A young EA Bowles 
“ in around 1885. 


Edward Augustus Bowles 
— the philanthropist 


Bowles was a very religious man and 
intended to become an Anglican priest but 
returned home to help his family following 
the death of his brother and sister from 
tuberculosis in 1897. He immersed himself in 
the community by teaching at Sunday school 
and, at the suggestion of his father, started 
anight school in 1888 to teach the ‘three Rs’ 
to young men forced to leave school early for 
financial reasons. The Turkey House School 
ran in the winter months on Tuesdays and 
Thursdays. On the last day of term there 

was a prize-giving ceremony followed by 
rabbit supper. Bowles provided the food and 
entertainment, playing the piano and singing 
music hall songs. A small group became 
known as the Bowles Boys and one, Robert 
Sills, spotted an unusual crocus, which Bowles 
named ‘Bobbo'’ in his honour. Sills eventually 
became a squadron leader, something he 
wouldn't have achieved without Bowles. 

One of the last surviving Bowles Boy is 
94-year-old Charlie Smith. He remembers a 
quiet, kind and caring man who was clever, 
although not very practical, who “treated us 
as his family”. Charlie joined the Myddelton 
House staff, acting as gardener, chauffeur 
and then confidante. He sat with Bowles on 
the night he died and on the following night 
too, moving into the house as a caretaker. He 
carried on gardening at Myddelton, working 
in the kitchen garden, until he was 78. 
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[> mill owner’s son, was known as the 
Snowdrop King throughout the world. 
Allen’s home, Highfield House, is now district 
council offices so the garden is largely gone. 
Allen was an unusual galanthophile because 
he raised snowdrops from seeds collected 
mainly in his garden. Few snowdrops are 
raised this way. Most are spotted in situ by 
keen-eyed collectors and named after the 
place where they once grew — Bowles found 
‘Kettor’ in a village of that name in 1946. 
Allen named at least 100 of his seedlings 
but the collection was ravaged by narcissus 
fly and botrytis. His four survivors are 
“Magnet; “Merlin; ‘Robin Hood’ and ‘Galatea’ 
and all are still highly regarded today. Allen 
also had a scented snowdrop named after 
him, Galanthus x allenii, which Bowles 
painted in 1932. This hybrid bulb was 
collected in the Caucasus and named after 
James Allen in 1891 by John G Baker (1834- 
1920), an English botanist based at Kew. 
Bowles’s paintings provide a unique 
record of the snowdrops he grew. Some of his 
treasures have endured and are still widely 


grown today. These stalwarts make wonderful 
starting points for new collectors because they 
really make a good show. But be warned; once 
you start a collection, it won't be long before, 
like Bowles and myself, you'll find yourself 
completely and wonderfully obsessed. 


USEFUL INFORMATION 


SUPPLIERS 

AVON BULBS 

Burnt House Farm, South Petherton, 
Somerset TA13 5HE. 

Tel 01460 242177, avonbulbs.co.uk 


MYDDELTON HOUSE 

Bulls Cross, Enfield EN2 9HG. 

Tel 08456 770600, visitleevalley.org.uk 
Open All year round and entry is free. 
The Ultimate Snowdrop Sale is on 

24 January from 10.30am to 12noon. 


READER OFFER 
Turn to page 108 for details of a snowdrop 
collection special offer from Avon Bulbs. 


The snowdrop — a magical mystery herb 


Our most common snowdrop (Galanthus nivalis) isn't a native. Pollen samples have proved 
that it was introduced, although the exact date is uncertain. This snowdrop may have been 
a medicinal, all-powerful plant named moly. This was described by Homer in the Odyssey as 
the herb given to Odysseus to protect him from the goddess Circe’s deadly potions. Homer 
describes the plant as being ‘dangerous for a mortal man to pluck from the soil, but not for 
the deathless gods. All lies within their power. The root was black, while the flower was as 
white as milk; the gods call it moly’ 

Two chemists, Andreas Plaitakis and Roger C Duvoisin, wrote a paper in 1983 identifying 
Galanthus nivalis as Homer's magical moly. A chemical called galantamine has been extracted 
and has proved so useful in the early stages of Alzheimer’s disease it is now made artificially. 

Medicinal plants were often grown close to monasteries and religious sites because the 
ancient texts were written in Latin and only 
accessible to the educated. At some stage, 
the snowdrop gained a religious significance, 
probably because it flowered close to 
Candlemas (2 February), a festival associated 
with the Virgin Mary. This may explain why 
the largest colonies of Galanthus nivalis are 
found carpeting giant swathes of land near 
religious locations such as Walsingham 
Abbey in Norfolk, Welford Park in Berkshire 
and Fountains Abbey in Yorkshire. 


Spectacular 
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Bowles’s enduring 
snowdrops 


1 Galanthus ‘Magnet’ 

This single-flowered snowdrop is a 
sterile triploid that doesn't set seed. 
However, the bulbs increase rapidly, 
forming good clumps. AGM* 15cm. 
RHS H5, USDA 4a-8bt. 


2 G. elwesii 

This handsome, bold snowdrop, 
which originates in the Balkans, 

was collected by Henry Elwes (1846- 
1922) of Colesbourne Park in 
Gloucestershire. It has large flowers 
and dark-green markings. 15cm. 
AGM. RHS Hd, USDA 7a-11. 


3 G. plicatus ‘Augustus’ 
Posthumously named after Bowles, its 
pearl-drop flowers have a seersucker 
texture and the wide green foliage has a 
silvery stripe down the midrib. 16cm. 


4 G. ‘Lady Beatrix Stanley’ 

A fantastic double named after a friend 
of Bowles, who went plant hunting with 
him in Greece. Unusual dainty dots on 
the outers. 15cm. AGM. RHS H5. 


5G. ‘S Arnott’ 

This giant snowdrop, distributed by 
Samuel Arnott (1852-1930), provoked a 
new wave of galanthophilia in the late 
1950s. 25cm. AGM. RHS H5. 


6 G. ‘Ophelia’ 

One of many Greatorex Doubles raised 
by the eccentric HA Greatorex in the 
1940s. 15-30cm. USDA 8b. 


7 G. nivalis ‘Viridapice’ 

Found a century ago in northern 
Holland. Can be variable. Avon Bulbs 
has a refined form with a large spathe. 
15cm. USDA 4a-8b. 


8G. ‘Atkinsii’ 

Grown by Northants nurseryman 
James Atkins (1804-1884). It’s tall and 
early, and bulks well, but best at the 
back as often ragged by the time 
other snowdrops flower. 25cm. 
AGM. RHS H5, USDA 4a-8b. 


9G. ‘Straffan’ 

An Irish snowdrop that flowers late. 
Found in a garden in Straffan, Co 
Kildare in 1858. 15cm. AGM. RHS H5. 


VER / ALAMY 


JOHN GL¢ 


garden history 


‘ 
wal 
Nati 


Se Nee oben NO a Te b 2 
Feathered friends . = 
They'll provide you with excellent manure, control pests and Defer Sune 


of the tastiest eggs you'll ever-eat/but sharing your garden with chickens'takes 
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wish I could swear hens make the best under-gardeners, 


but the most I can promise is they add movement, colour and 

drama, that my egg rack is full of the tastiest eggs and I’m never 
alone when gardening. Of course, it takes management to share 
your garden with hens, but I can’t imagine mine without them. 

First, consider your garden. I'd never recommend those 
with a new garden to keep hens; wait until plants are established 
to a reasonable size. You'll also need to decide how big a space 
you can dedicate to your birds. An orchard, patch of meadow, 
or paddock would be ideal, but even the smallest garden can 
take a couple of Bantams. If you cultivate your whole plot, 
decide how much you are prepared to sacrifice to your flock’s 
territory, but bear in mind, the more space you dedicate to your 
flock, the less you'll notice their predations. 

Whatever scale of keep, don’t overstock and start with just a 
trio of hens. You're aiming to give your birds as good a life as 
possible, and allow them as much freedom as their safety and 
your gardening ambitions allow. In either case, you'll need a 
henhouse — a chance to show off your decorative flair — inside a 
secure run. You can convert an existing shed, provided it’s 
waterproof and draught-proof, but you'll need to drill some 
ventilation holes above head height. 

The most important decision is your choice of breed. Hens 
that lay a lot, eat a lot, and if what’s on offer is your garden, [> 


keeping chickens 


ns arte 
« If, despite its shortcomings, you think poultry keeping is 
for you, then | suggest you go on a course, read the poultry 
press and talk to other hen keepers. 
* Consult your neighbours and contact your local authority 
to see if there are any contra-indications to keeping poultry. 
Some house leases disallow keeping livestock. 
* Choose a spot to site your chicken run, as spacious, 
secure and close to the house as possible. Your birds’ main 
enemies are uncontrolled dogs, foxes of course, badgers and, if 
you live by a river, mink. 
¢ Fence the run with weld mesh panels. These should be 
folded out into an apron to prevent predators digging and, if 
foxes are a problem, cover the roof with fruit cage netting. 
* When buying hens, look locally first. Ask feed merchants, 
go to poultry shows, read the poultry press, or go online, but 
always visit before buying. 
* | use flowerpot saucers for feed (one per bird) that | clear 
away at night to deter vermin. Keep feed in a metal dustbin 
with a metal lid. Hens are omnivores. How much feed they need 
depends on how much access they have to your garden. 
¢ For easy cleaning, line your hen house floor with 
newspaper — | remove the top sheet every day. Then fill the 
nest boxes with straw, hemp or shredded paper. Sawdust takes 
longer to rot down on the compost heap. 
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[> well you wort have much of your garden left. With limitless 
space, there’s room for any birds you fancy, but with less 
acreage, avoid hybrids that promise an egg a day. They have 
voracious appetites and a short life span. Pure breeds need less 
space, they live longer and, because they lay fewer eggs, their 
appetites are smaller. If you're keeping hens in a small garden, 
I'd recommend the following breeds (see below left): 
Orpington (1 — this is a Buff Orpington), Brahma (2) and 
Cochins (3), and smaller breeds, such as Pekin and Silkie (4). 
Some hens have feathered legs, which can make them less likely 
to scratch in flowerbeds. 

How much time you spend with your flock will depend on 
how much you enjoy their company, but like any creature, they 
need feeding, and their house must be cleaned. Keeping poultry 
is a great time waster, but it is time spent enjoying your garden, 
and it can soon develop into an all consuming passion. 
Children will learn a lot from your flock and with supervision it 
can become an absorbing hobby. Other pets may need to be 
trained: cats learn quickly to avoid pecking beaks, whereas 
some dogs may need more persuasion. 

If youre keeping just a few birds, you may not notice their 
presence too much, but terraces will still need to be swept and 
paths cleaned with a burst of a high-powered hose. Droppings 
that fall on beds soon disappear (home-reared chicken manure 
is less acidic than that from commercial birds), and mixed with 
bedding, feathers and leftovers will turn into excellent compost. 

I love the cockerel’s dawn alarm, but many don’t. Hens don’t 
need a cockerel for them to produce eggs, and without crowing, 
there’s no reason why neighbours should complain, and the 
occasional half dozen eggs will compensate for the odd cluck. 

On to eggs. A hybrid hen will reliably lay an egg a day for a 
couple years, as will a pure breed hen during her first year, but 
in subsequent years as her laying season shortens, she'll lay less. 
Pure breeds won't lay at all while they are moulting (for a few 
weeks in late summer) or while they're broody. 

[ve kept a flock of Buff Orpingtons for 20 years, and can’t 
imagine life without their charms. As in all endeavours, there'll 
be the odd mishap, but I make the most of the undoubted 
advantages. Hens are excellent pest controllers, first-class weed 


seed devourers, and supply the best eggs you'll ever taste. 


USEFUL RESOURSES 

flytesofancy.co.uk for housing and supplies. 
henkeepersassociation.co.uk for advice and support. 
kitchen-garden-hens.co.uk for books, blog and courses. 
poultrychat.com for help and discussion. 
poultryclub.org for pure breed clubs. 


* Turn to page 95 for our shortlist of chicken coops. 
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Like all of us, hens have varied appetites for 

plants. One bird's favourite meal is another's 

poison, although all greenery is appealing when young 
and tender. | would always cloche seedlings, fresh 
growth and newly planted treasures (1). On the subject 
of poisons, hens either avoid or are not affected by 
plants that are dangerous to humans. 

Areas of new planting and salad beds should be 
netted (2) or covered with permanent low cages (3); 
up-turned hanging basket frames are useful. Protect 
the base of newly planted trees and shrubs with large 
pebbles or flints (4). | leave perennials uncut during 
winter and then cut back in spring, leaving six inches 
of stem to protect new shoots. 

To prevent unsightly pockmarks created by hens’ 
dust bathing, it’s wise to supply a purpose-built dust bath 
below the henhouse, by putting the building on legs and 
boarding the space underneath it. Fill this area with ash 


from a wood fire or sandpit sand. 
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DURESTA 


Pure English Luxury 


Quality, Creativity & Craftsmanship 


www.duresta.com 
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BALI AWARDS 

Top of their game 

Kent-based Willerby Landscapes has won the British Association of 
Landscape Industries (BALI) Grand Award for the fifth time, for its 
work on reshaping of the South Park Plaza at Queen Elizabeth 
Olympic Park in London following the 2012 Olympics. Also honoured 


design 


Design update, ideas and sourcebook 
UPDATE COMPILED BY ANNIE GATTI 


* p +y Op 
* The Queen Elizabeth Olympic Park South 
Park Plaza transformatiém won fop honours ” 
‘age at the BALI Awards, while a,roof terrace 
(below left)and scheme by Christine 
Whatley, (below right) also received aWar 


were Gavin Jones Ltd for its roof terrace featuring a wild flower 
meadow and green wall at Coca-Cola's HQ in London, which won best 
Green Roof, and Christine Whatley of Sylvan Studio who won the 
Design Excellence Award for a scheme under £50,000. bali.org.uk 
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Green heat 
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One of Scotland's most exotic gardens, Logan Botanic Garden 
near Port Logan in Dumfries and Galloway, has opened the 


first public glasshouse in the UK to be heated entirely by green 


energy. The heating design by Harrier Garden Developments 


Fa 


Pty! 
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uses two air source heat pumps, and the energy required to 
run this system is offset by solar panels on a nearby south- 

facing roof. The new Alitex glasshouse houses the garden's 

rare South African flower collection. harrier-gd.co.uk 


High art 

Aseries of abstract sculptures is currently on 
view along the Interim Walkway on New York's 
High Line. Created by Argentine artist Adrian 
Villar Rojas, the sculptures contain seeds and 
compost from other parts of the High Line and 
will gradually break down during 2015 and 


generate new growth. The Interim Walkway, a 
simple path through existing self-seeded 
plants, is at the far end of the Rail Yards. The 
third and northernmost point of the park, the 
Rail Yards opened in September and features 
planting by Piet Oudolf. art.thehighline.org 
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Go wild in the cities 
A Tale of Two Cities, a scheme to brighten neglected spaces in both Liverpool and Manchester with 
swathes of wild flowers, has won the £120,000 Grow Wild England flagship award. The project will 


also receive a further £15,000 to continue wild flower activities, especially with young people, during 
2016. Grow Wild is a four-year programme led by Royal Botanic Gardens Kew, and supported by the 
Big Lottery Fund, to create wildlife-friendly wild flower havens in our communities. growwilduk.com 
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Designs for life 
There's still time to catch Town and Country 
the solo exhibition of talented artist and 
illustrator Emily Sutton at Yorkshire 
Sculpture Park. Emily's work is inspired by 
the landscape of her native Yorkshire as 
well as her recent travels to France and all 
display her love for pattern and colour. 

Until 22 February. ysp.co.uk 


WATER WORLDS | 
With a pledge of more than £300,000 from the Heritage Lottery Fund, the National Botanic Garden 

of Wales is embarking on an ambitious project to restore its 568-acre site at Middleton Hall in 
Carmarthenshire to its Regency glory. It plans to recreate the necklace of lakes, cascades, falls and 

weirs that 200 years ago made this one of the finest water parks in Britain. gardenofwales.org.uk 


* The Landscape Institute 
has launched a new website 
to provide all the information 
a budding landscape 
architect needs, including 
links to courses at all its 
accredited schools in the UK. 
bealandscapearchitect.com 
+ Richard Beales, heir to the 
Peter Beales Roses nursery 
and designer of the Beales 
stand at Chelsea for the past 
20 years, has set up his own 
garden design company. 

Tel 01953 453210; 
richardbealesdesign.com 

* Pocket parks and 
community allotments, as 
well as large-scale landscape 
projects such as King’s 
Cross and the Queen 
Elizabeth Olympic Park, are 
explored in the Rethinking 
the Urban Landscape 
exhibition at The Building 
Centre, Store St, London 
WCI1E 7BT, until 10 February. 
buildingcentre.co.uk 

* Online registration has 
opened for this year’s 
Chelsea Fringe, the 
alternative garden festival 
that celebrates gardens, 
gardening, community 
growing initiatives and 
outdoor performance, which 
runs from 16 May to 7 June. 
Now inits fourth year the 
festival is open to individuals, 
groups and organisations. 
Email info@chelseafringe. 
com if you want to get 
involved. chelseafringe.com 
* Book now to attend an 
international conference 
‘Landscape, Wilderness 

and the Wild’ on concepts of 
wilderness, wildscape and 
re-wilding at the School of 
Architecture, Planning and 
Landscape, Newcastle 
University, 26-28 March. 
ncl.ac.uk 


1 Harmony 

To create a cohesive design, 
make sure that the materials 
you select for paving and 
walling link to the style of the 
house and period of the 
garden. At Whalton Manor 
Gardens in Northumberland 
the pergola, steps and terrace 
are constructed from the 
same stone, creating a sense 
of unity and harmony. 


Annie Guilfoyle is Director 
of Garden Design at KLC 
School of Design. She is 
also Garden Course 
Co-ordinator at West Dean 
College and runs her own 
garden design studio. 


Tne nard stuff — 
garden materials 


From paving to pathways, when it comes to 
hard landscaping in the garden it is important 
to consider quality, style, purpose and price 


WORDS ANNIE GUILFOYLE 


MARIANNE MAJERUS, WHALTON MANOR GARDENS, NORTHUMBERLAND. 
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ard landscaping describes the built 

elements in a garden. In other words 

anything that is not soil, planting or 
turf. It’s likely to be the most expensive part of a 
garden project and it’s therefore essential you make 
the right choices. Before you decide on materials 
you should carefully consider the site, house and 
locality, and try wherever possible to use materials 
that connect with the local building vernacular. If 
you cart find an exact match, then try to limit the 
number of different materials and colours within 
a scheme, otherwise it can look out of place. 

Budget is often a deciding factor when selecting 

hard materials as is whether the products have 


2 Softening 
the edges 


Plants spilling over the edges 
of the paving help to soften 
the lines of hard landscaping. 
Take this idea even further 
and encourage plants to 
grow in crevices and 

cracks between the paving. 
However, make sure you 
design the paths so that 
they are wide enough to 
accommodate the plants. 


3 Pocket garden 

It is not unusual to see plants 
being used to fill small gaps 
ona stone terrace or pathway 
but here the same idea has 
been employed on decking. 
The designer has deliberately 
cut out rectangular pockets 
and planted them with 
succulents. This has a more 
contemporary feel. 


A Celebration 


of stone 

This stunning 2014 Chelsea 
show garden by Luciano 
Giubbilei for Laurent-Perrier 
won a Gold Medal and Best in 
Show. The hard landscaping 
was perfectly proportioned. 
Acrystal-clear water feature 
shows off the steps 
descending into the pool. 


been ethically produced. The good news is that in 
recent years the market has changed dramatically; 
now it is possible to find a wide range of products 
to suit most budgets and you can trace exactly 
where and how the materials have been produced. 
Although there are several material options 
available, stone remains one of the most popular 
choices, and comes in many guises. What’s more, 
the quality of reconstituted stone is better than 
ever; sometimes it’s so good it’s difficult to 
distinguish it from natural stone. Whatever 
material you choose, you'll need to ensure it is fit 
for purpose. For example, in a shady location 
where algae is likely to build up you'll need to [> 
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5 Sett in stone 
Smaller stone setts are perfect 
for creating circular patios or 
curved paths. In this tiny 
garden | have used them to 
create two separate, circular 
sitting areas and also for a 
flight of curved steps. At the 
centre of each circle | have 
placed a decorative millstone. 


6 Directional 
decking 

The way in which a material 

is laid can strongly influence 
how people move through a 
garden. If you want people to 
walk through a space, then lay 
the material using a strong 
directional design. This 
decking, designed by Tom 
Stuart-Smith, invites people to 
cross the water feature and 
discover what lies beyond. 


7 Grate ideas 

Gravel is a loose material 
that can easily get kicked 
around. This design by Jeni 
Cairns and Sophie Antonelli 
uses metal grating to anchor 
the gravel firmly in place. One 
of the many clever ideas ina 
garden that won a gold medal 
and Best Summer Garden at 
the RHS Hampton Court 
Palace Flower Show in 2014. 


®, 


cod READER EVENT 

Annie Guilfoyle will be 
explaining how to overcome 
the challenges of designing a 
small garden at the GARDENS 
ILLUSTRATED Festival in April. 
For details see page 8 or visit 

gardensfestival.com 


> use a textured stone for paving otherwise it 
could become extremely slippery. The minimum 
stone thickness you should opt for is 25mm, but 
this is just for areas, such as paths or patios, where 
you are only going to walk. On driveways, the 
thickness of the stone should be closer to 60mm 
to support a vehicle’s weight. Don’t be tempted to 
cut corners on quality; if the price of stone appears 
too good to be true, then it probably is. It is most 
likely to be very thin and susceptible to cracking 
and chipping. 

Most stone suppliers will offer you sound 
advice on the quantity required and also suggest 
laying patterns. But, it is essential you look at 


SMITH, 5& 7 ANNIE GUILFOYLE 


STUART 


samples before choosing the paving and to ask 
how much colour variation there will be within 
one batch. Very often this is not discussed and can 
be quite surprising, once the stone has been 
delivered and unpacked. It is also a good idea to 
wet the stone sample to see if there is any colour 
change, as it could appear either much brighter 
or darker when it rains. 

Before you employ a contractor, you should go 
and see their previous work and speak with the 
clients. That way you can be confident that you 
have just the right person doing the job. 


NEXT MONTH Topiary. 
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* To make a space seem larger, use smaller- 
sized paving, as the quantity of slabs will 
trick your eyes into thinking it’s bigger. 

+ For good drainage, always lay paving with a 
slight fall to ensure that storm water runs 
off either into beds or drains. 

¢ Think imaginatively and create subtle 
patterns in the paving by using a different 
size or texture of the same stone. 

« When using reclaimed paving, make sure 
you know exactly what the quality will be 
when it arrives, as it may take a lot of time 


to clean and prepare, which could mean 
higher labour costs than expected. 

« Leave small pockets for planting within a 
large area of terrace — this will help to soften 
the harshness of the overall look. 

+ Always use a textured stone in areas that 
could become hazardous if slippery, such 
as steps and ramps, so there is more grip. 

* Try to see the paving that you've chosen laid 
out in a supplier's showroom before you 
decide, as it will always look different in a 
larger area than a small sample. 


8 Step up to 

the mark 

Wood is one of the best 
natural materials to use in a 
garden and over time it fades 
to awarm, silvery-grey colour. 
Andy Sturgeon'’s inspiring 
design features undulating 
oak cubes set into exuberant 
planting; it encourages 
exploration into the garden 
but also has a sculptural 
value of its own. 


Stone and paving 
Suppliers: 


The following companies 

have useful and informative 

websites: 

* ced.Itd.uk 

* londonstone.co.uk 

* marshalls.co.uk/ 
homeowners 


+ You will need to order between five and ten 
per cent more than the amount you require 
to allow for wastage and cutting. 

+ If you want to use the same stone inside 
and out, remember the exterior stone will 
weather and discolour so it won't stay the 
same colour as the interior one. 

* Choose whether you want the paving to be 
mortar jointed or butt jointed. However, this 
will influence the type of stone you need so 
itis best to discuss this with the supplier 
and contractor before ordering. 
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classics, filling superfood salads, healthy 
puddings, sweet treats and much more! 
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gluten free three course menu 
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THE SHORT LIST 


Cnicken Coops 


Your poultry can live a life of luxury in your garden in one of these stylish hen houses 


ANY SHADE COMFORTABLE CLASSIC FLAT-PACKED BARN CONVERSION 
The Chalet — Farrow & Ball, £995, Boughton chicken coop, £299.99, Colonial style barn, £295, 
Henny Penny, Omlet, The Happy Hen House, 
01904 819000, hennypennyhenhouses.co.uk 0845 450 2056, omlet.co.uk +353 (0)8712 22172, thehappyhenhouse.com 


COMBINED PEN AND COOP EASILY TRANSPORTABLE GLAMPING STYLE 
Walk in chicken coop, £979, Highgrove wooden hen house, £3,750, The chicken pod, from £295 unpainted, 
Framebow, The Highgrove Shop, Shropshire Animal Arks, 
01629 822392, framebow.co.uk 0333 222 4555, highgroveshop.com 01948 662651, shropshireanimalarks.co.uk 


LONG-LEGGED ARCHITECTURAL GRANDEUR GARDEN FEATURE 


Maggie’s dozen hen house, £575, Palladian hen house, £1,440, Hen arch coop, £679, 
Flyte So Fancy, Heytesbury Bird Pavilions, Framebow, 
01300 345229, flytesofancy.co.uk 07836 672857, birdpavilions.com 01629 822392, framebow.co.uk 
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Fducation guide 


Are you planning on changing career, learning a new skill or gaining accreditation? If so, choose 
from this selection of horticultural and garden design courses to help achieve your goals in 2015 


CAPEL MANOR COLLEGE 


Inspiring tomorrow’s garden design stars at Capel Manor College 


“Capel Manor is full of inspiration, and finding out how well its students 
do at shows and competitions sold the course to me. I knew that that 
was what I wanted to do one day.” So says Sarah Jarman, RHS Chelsea 
Flower Show Fresh Talent winner and recipient of an honours award 
from the Worshipful Company of Gardeners. Miss Jarman is currently 
in the second year of her Level 3 Diploma in Garden Design at the 
College and has set up her own garden design company. 


Unsurprisingly, 97% of the College’s students who completed an Ofsted 
learner survey would recommend a course at Capel Manor to a friend. 


Capel Manor is a unique land-based college with centres across 
Greater London offering a range of full and part-time garden design, 
landscaping and horticultural courses leading to nationally recognised 
qualifications. There are course start dates throughout the year and 
regular Advice Evenings and Open Days if you want to find out more. 


Centres at Crystal Palace Park, Enfield, Gunnersbury Park, Newham 
and Regent's Park. 


‘“e 
\e 
J» Capel Manor 
sve College 
TEL 08456 122122 


WEB capel.ac.uk 
EMAIL enquiries@capel.ac.uk 


ADVERTISEMENT FEATURE 


THE ENGLISH GARDENING SCHOOL 


Wednesday 3 June 2015 

Tour to The Laskett Garden, Herefordshire, designed by Sir Roy Strong, 
and two other gardens. 

September 2015 - June 2016 

Good Gardening One Year Diploma (Tuesdays) covers the best in 
Design and Planting, while training in the more serious aspects of 
horticulture. 

January 2016 

10-week Intensive Garden Design Course January-March (‘Tues/ Weds/ 
Thurs) covers all you need to know in this diverse subject, including two 
real design projects. 

Distance Learning Courses in Garden Design and Caring for Your 
Garden, study anytime anywhere. 

Short Courses, Alumni Days and Garden Visits to private gardens. 


For full details, dates, prices and information sessions visit: 


WEB englishgardeningschool.co.uk 
TEL 020 7352 4347 EMAIL info@englishgardeningschool.co.uk 
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WRITTLE COLLEGE 


Writtle School of Design at Writtle College has the expertise, resources 
and academic credibility to help you establish a career in design and 
horticulture-related industries. Subject areas include: 


e Garden Design 

e Landscape Architecture 

e Historic Designed Landscapes 
¢ Horticulture 

e Landscape Management 

e Professional Floristry 


Set within beautiful landscaped gardens, our one-year diploma in 
Garden Design has an international reputation for providing students 
with the knowledge and skills required for successful futures. Our higher 
education courses are validated by the University of Essex. 


TEL 01245 424200 

WEB writtle.ac.uk/design EMAIL design@writtle.ac.uk 

FACEBOOK /WrittleSchoolofDesign TWITTER /WSDdesignschool 

FLICKR /groups/writtleschoolofdesign INSTAGRAM /writtleschoolofdesign 


THE PLANT SCHOOL 


The Plant Course and The Tree Course 2015 - 2016 

The Plant School continues to specialise in what it does best - combining 
students who love their plants with knowledgeable and expert enthusiasts 
who are keen to share their interest in horticulture. Students on all courses 
are able to broaden their understanding of how plants prefer to grow and 
how they interact with their surroundings. 


“The Plant School has changed my gardening life”. 
Student 


Key Course Features 

e Expert tuition by enthusiastic and knowledgeable lecturers. 

e All courses run one day a month from September 2015 to June 2016 

e Perfect for keen horticulturists seeking a better understanding of plants 
e All courses incorporate a high proportion of plant identification 


TEL 01327 861150 MOBILE 07745 345680 
WEB theplantschool.org EMAIL rosemary@theplantschool.org 
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INSPIRATIONAL LEARNING WITH THE RHS 


Aspire to be the best in gardening and learn with the Royal Horticultural Society 


QUALIFICATIONS 


Nationally recognised RHS qualifications are offered 
by colleges and other approved centres throughout the 
UK and Ireland. 


Qualifications cover a wide range of horticultural topics 
and skills levels, and include theory-based certificates in 
Garden Planning, Establishment and Maintenance and 
also in the Principles of Plant Growth, Propagation and 
Development. The RHS also provides a series of practical 
skills qualifications which focus on developing the 
essential skills required in the garden. 


Part-time day, evening or distance learning study 
available for selected courses. 


rhs.org.uk/courses or call 01483 226500 
for further information. 


Sharing the best in Gardening 


SHORT COURSES AND WORKSHOPS 


Improve your skills whatever your level in gardening, 
garden design, photography, botanical art and 
garden crafts. 


Enjoy learning through practical hands-on courses, run by 
experienced, qualified tutors. Don’t miss the opportunity 
to learn alongside RHS horticulturists and experts in the 
amazing, unique setting of our four RHS Gardens Harlow 
Carr in Yorkshire, Hyde Hall in Essex, Rosemoor in Devon 
and Wisley in Surrey. 


rhs.org.uk/education-learning or email 
adultlearning@rhs.org.uk 


Royal Horticultural Society 


rhs.org.uk/education-learning 


RHS Registered Charity No: 222879/SC038262 
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ADVERTISEMENT FEATURE 


THE LONDON COLLEGE OF GARDEN DESIGN 


Looking for world-class, inspirational training to develop a great career 
in garden design? Our one-year Garden Design Diploma led by Andrew 
Wilson is firmly established as one of the leading qualifications for those 
seeking a career in garden design. 


Classes take place in the Orangery conference facilities at the world 
famous Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew. As well as expert tuition from 
practising professionals, our students are exposed to real life projects, 
inspirational visits and opportunities to work with designers at events such 
as the RHS Chelsea Flower Show. A unique work experience programme, 
free info burst lectures and graduate days mean that we support you from 
the moment you start studying and start your new career as a professional 
garden designer. 


Whatever your interest in gardens, we can also help you develop your skills 
with practical, inspiring short courses at RBG Kew, the Royal Horticultural 
Society's garden at Wisley and Regent's University in Regent's Park. 


Inspiring courses for the garden professional, all in the heart of London. 


TEL 01483 762955 
WEB Iegd.org.uk EMAIL info@Icgd.org.uk 


PETERSHAM NURSERIES 


2015 sees the launch of the ‘Petersham Nurseries School of Garden 
Inspiration’: A 360 degree platform of masterclasses and workshops 
supplemented with video tutorials. The program encompasses horticultural 
knowledge and creativity, providing guidance for both the experienced and 
novice gardener. A calendar of over 50 workshops covering a broad range 
of subjects includes: practical gardening skills, floristry and foraging as well 
as hands-on children’s activities. ‘Creative Indoor Containers’ and ‘How 

to Create a White Garden’ are two great highlights for the year ahead and 
new items are continuously added. Regardless of skill, developing beautiful, 
productive and biodiverse green spaces at home is accessible to all via our 
school. 


Petersham Nurseries in South-West London is a destination of beauty and 
gardening inspiration. Find herbaceous perennials, old fashioned roses, 
seeds, vegetables and wildflowers showcased in a sensational cutting garden. 


TEL 020 8940 5230 

WEB petershamnurseries.com 

TO BOOK EVENTS petershamnurseries.com/events/ 
EMAI|Linfo@petershamnurseries.com 


THE COTSWOLD GARDENING SCHOOL 


We offer a range of courses including a One-Year Professional Garden 
Design Diploma. This intensive part-time course with live projects 
offers a high standard of creative design. 


Our tutors are practicing experts in their fields and we are partnering 
with Bridgwater College to ensure the very highest standards. 


Led by Caroline Tatham, a practicing garden designer and also a 
qualified and experienced lecturer, we welcome students with every 
level of previous experience. 


We provide quality professional learning in a friendly environment and 
beautiful setting. 


We also offer one-day and ten-week courses in design and horticulture. 


TEL 01453 899018 


WEB cotswoldgardeningschool.co.uk 
EMAIL helena@cotswoldgardeningschool.co.uk 
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aaa Sky at Night 


ME AGAZINE 


Bates the night sky over the next 12 months 
with BBC Sky at Night Magazine’s Yearbook 
2015 - Your Guide to the Night Sky. This 
indispensable astronomy bible contains a full 
year of stargazing tips, projects and how-to 
guides, plus ideas on where to find dark 
skies, amazing images and dates for all the 
astronomical events you can’t afford to miss. 
Each month of the year has its own detailed - 
star chart to point you toward the best views. 


Oe 


Chris Bramley 
Editor, BBC Sky at Night Magazine 
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YOUR GUIDE TO THE THE NicHt E 


MO oBsERVIN 
TIPS AND PROJECTS 


e Authoritative astrophotography a. 2 
« The best dark sky locations in UK & Europ! 


= 
‘ our first telescope = 
° Expert advice on buying Y' 
ENT 
EP YOUR EQUIPM! 
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an THIS YEAR’ 5 | \ GETTER WIT BINOCULARS \ 


Photography projects to help you make 
a record of sky phenomena, with guides 
to location, camera settings and editing 


; itis 
All the key dates for your diary. 

Keep track of eclipses, oppositions, 
occultations, meteor showers and more 


NAKED OYE 


Bevocuuars 


doeere 


St ea: 0: 


ORDER YOUR COPY TODAY 


www.buysubscriptions.com/sky2015 
Alternatively call 0844 844 0388" and quote ‘SKYHA15’ 


+Calls to this number from a BT landline will cost no more than 5p per minute. Calls from mobiles and other providers may vary. Lines are open 8am-8pm weekdays & Yam-Ipm Saturday. 
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Book reviews, reader offers, crossword, back Issues 


Stowell Park in Yanworth is one 

of the hidden delights waiting to 

be discovered in Secret Gardens of 
the Cotswolds, reviewed on page 102. 


Book reviews 


SECRET GARDENS 
OF THE COTSWOLDS 
by Victoria Summerley, 
photography by Hugo 
Rittson-Thomas 


Frances Lincoln, £20 
ISBN 978-0711235274 


A beautifully illustrated book that offers 
an insider’s view of some of the Cotswolds’ 
most beautiful private gardens. 


Reviewer Tim Richardson is a garden critic and regular columnist. 


It's always dangerous to use the 
word ‘secret’ in the title of a 
gardens book, because clever- 
clogs reviewers tend to relish 
puncturing that particular 
hyped-up balloon. In this case 
the balloon deserves to be 
deflated only a little, because 
there are a number of genuinely 
little-known gardens among 
the 20 featured in this spiritedly 
written book. One or two of 
these gardens appear to have 
had a lot of money expended 
on them but rather less 
imagination and originality — 
something of a Cotswolds 
tradition. But the majority 

are a delight. 

Among the novelties are 
Kingham Hill House, which 
features a dramatic formal 
cascade and immaculate 
plantings by Rupert Golby, 
working over original designs 
by Rosemary Verey, whom he 
has succeeded as the doyen of 


Williams-Ellis, while Burford 
Priory can boast an Antony 
Gormley figure on its lawn. 

But before you start firing up 
the Sat-Nav, a quick check at the 
back of the book reveals that 
these are among six described as 
(their capitals): “NOT open to 
the public’ Another eight are 
open just one or two days a year. 
No matter — we cannot have 
everything on a plate. Among 
the gardens added to my to-do 
list are Rockcliffe, with deep 
borders and exuberant topiary 
(including eight chicks on a 
slope up to the dovecote), and 
Asthall Manor, once home of 
the Mitfords and now of Rosie 
Pearson, who has commissioned 
Julian and Isabel Bannerman to 
create suitably romantic 
plantings amid formal elements. 

This is not just another 
picture book, but a useful guide 
and aide-mémoire for the 
seasoned garden visitor. It 


CULTIVATING 
MUSHROOMS 


THE ESSENTIAL GUIDE TO 
CULTIVATING MUSHROOMS 
by Stephen Russell 


Storey Publishing, £17.99 
ISBN 978-1612121468 


Everything the would-be mushroom grower 
needs to know from the very basic methods 
to more advanced commercial practices. 


Reviewer Andy Hamilton is an author and forager. 


It is always a joy to read a book 
written by someone who is not 
just an expert but an enthusiast 
and Russell is such an author. By 
his own admission, mushroom 
cultivation has changed his life. 
He now runs a mushroom- 
growing company and gives 
talks about the subject across the 
USA. Essentially this book is that 
expert knowledge distilled, full 
of his cultivating experiments 
that have been refined and 
honed over the years. 

I have limited mushroom- 
growing experience, I was gifted 
akit that grew one mushroom 
then failed to grow any more. 
Within moments of picking up 
this book I’ve found out where 
I went wrong and how to rectify 
it. This is not only because of 
the non-technical and easy-to- 
read manner of Russell’s writing 
but because the book is laid out 
in such a way that it’s simple to 
find the information you need. 


something that will improve 
your chances of cultivating 
success tenfold. 

You might think you need 
some kind of laboratory or 
special conditions to work with 
such delicate spores. But Russell 
shows some ingenious 
techniques using household 
objects — how to make a spore 
print using tin foil and an upside 
down tumbler stands out for 
me. There are also some fun 
experiments and I’m keen to 
have a go at growing some oyster 
mushrooms on a wet toilet roll. 

For some of the cultivation 
you do need laboratory 
conditions and Russell offers an 
ingenious solution, constructing 
a sterile glove box — the kind you 
imagine might exist in a nuclear 
facility — from materials easily 
found in a pound shop. It’s hard 
to find fault with this guide; he 
has covered every base. I’ve no 
doubt that if you follow Russell 


Cotswolds garden design. proves that this most gone-over The simple bit of advice carefully you could be selling 
Cornwell Manor is an part of England still has new I gleaned is that he grows allof mushrooms at your local 
interesting design by Clough garden treasures to reveal to us. his mushrooms indoors, farmers’ market within a year. 
Book offer Book offer 


RRP £20. Reader offer price £18 including p&p. 
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RRP £17.99. Reader offer price £15.99 including p&p. 
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THE NAMING OF THE 
SHREW: A CURIOUS HISTORY 
OF LATIN NAMES 

by John Wright 


Bloomsbury Publishing, £14.99 
ISBN 978-1408816981 


A book that combines science, language 
and history to explore the complex and 
fascinating world of taxonomy in nature. 


Reviewer Paula McWaters is a gardening writer and editor. 


There are many books that tell 
you that hirsutus means hairy 
and elatus means tall but The 
Naming of the Shrew takes the 
subject of Latin — or more 
correctly, Latinised — names in 
nature several stages further. 
Natural historian and 
mycologist John Wright has 
published three foraging 
handbooks in the River Cottage 
series, and he regularly leads 
groups of happy foragers on 
forays into nature. 

In this book the reader is 
taken on a foray of a different 
kind, into the complex world 
of taxonomy. Latin names, the 
author says, ‘are beautiful, 
fascinating, often amusing and 
always useful; helping us to claw 
at least some sense of order out 
of the complexities of the 
natural world around us. 

Clearly the pitfalls of 
trying to impose order 
upon what he terms ‘the 
fundamental messiness of 
nature’ are numerous. As he 
leads us through the history and 


language, helping us to pick our 
way between the minefield of 
suffixes, prefixes and affixes, he 
spotlights some priceless 
blunders. When Darwin 
brought back a new hydrangea 
specimen from Chile, he failed 
to mention that it had been 
nibbled by pests and it became 
known as Hydrangea serratifolia 
(with serrated leaves) despite its 
entirely smooth-edged leaves. 

We may never arrive at a 
perfect system upon which all 
natural scientists can agree, but 
we have come a long way since 
the early days of the scala 
naturae, which ‘suggested that 
everything was arranged in one 
long line with God at one end 
and rocks at the other’ 

This is a learned little book, 
detailed enough to appeal to 
serious horticulturists and 
botanists, but is lightened by the 
author’s sense of fun. I liked his 
advice on pronunciation: “Use 
straightforward intimidation 
and pronounce very loudly and 
with enormous confidence’ 


books 


IN & OUT OF PARIS: 
GARDENS OF SECRET 
DELIGHTS 

by Zahid Sardar, photography 
by Marion Brenner 


Gibbs M Smith, £32 
ISBN 978-1423632702 


Lavishly illustrated book about the private 
gardens and some public spaces in Paris, 


mainly created by modern garden designers. 


Reviewer John Hoyland is a writer and plantsman. 


For 300 years France has seen 
the creation of innovative 
gardens but little has been 
written about their creators. 
This well-researched book sets 
out to change this. 

The first part sets the 
historical background of French 
garden design by looking at half 
a dozen important gardens on 
the outskirts of Paris, beginning 
with Vaux-le-Vicomte. It was 
here that the 17th-century 
garden designer André Le Notre 
was given free rein to develop 
ideas about garden design that 
he would later use at Versailles 
and the Tuileries, and which 
would influence garden making 
throughout Europe. The book 
points out that the evolution of 
the Tuileries over several 
centuries has influenced garden 
trends throughout France, right 
up to the recent renovations 
carried out by designers Jacques 
Wirtz and Pascal Cribier. 

The bulk of the book 
describes projects by 
contemporary designers in 


central Paris on rooftops, 
terraces, balconies and other 
spaces hidden away in the city, 
opening up these usually private 
places and describing the work 
of their designers. Here are the 
familiar green walls from Patrick 
Blanc and the volcanic craters 
on roof terraces from Hugues 
Peuvergne — a startling folly by 
architect André Bloc from the 
1950s and a beautifully 
mournful garden by Pascal 
Cribier, abandoned by its 
owners. The focus is on Paris, 

so leaving out the numerous 
exciting gardens that exist 
beyond the capital. 

The book is sumptuously 
produced and filled with the 
elegant photography of Marion 
Brenner. The author — also 
credited as the book’s designer — 
gives the photographs plenty of 
space to speak for themselves. 
The result is a beautiful book, 
intelligently written, that will 
provide anyone interested in 
garden design with a primer of 
the work of French designers. 


Book offer 


RRP £14.99 each. Reader offer price £13.29 including p&p. 


Sorry, no offer on this title. 
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HOW TO CREATE A NEW 
VEGETABLE GARDEN: 
PRODUCING A BEAUTIFUL 
AND FRUITFUL GARDEN 
FROM SCRATCH 

by Charles Dowding 


Green Books, £19.99 
ISBN 978-0857842442 


A useful and practical introduction to 
growing vegetables in your garden from the 


enthusiastic exponent of the no-dig method. 


Reviewer Mark Diacono is a food and garden writer. 


If you have yet to visit Charles’s 
garden in Somerset, do 
familiarise yourself with it from 
the photographs in his latest 
book: it is one of the most 
inspiring, abundant edible 
gardens I’ve seen and it’s 
impossible not to want to 

learn some of its lessons. 

Thankfully, this useful 
book conveys exactly that. 

A champion of the no-dig 
approach, Charles details how 
to create a new garden following 
his methods — developed over 
decades — without digging or 
cultivating the soil. It is a 
determinedly, brilliantly 
practical book, giving you all the 
tools to replicate his approach to 
whatever degree you want; yet it 
is also wonderfully inspiring. 

In essence, Charles’s 
approach front-loads the effort 
into creating a clean slate for 
growing, without the usual 
persistent weeds. This start-up 
effort, he argues, frees up more 
time and brain space for real 
creativity in the months and 


years that follow. Charles’s 
thoughtfully structured and well- 
illustrated book details all of this 
superbly, covering each step in 
detail, as well as the crucial steps 
of raising healthy seedlings. 

This book carries much of 
Charles's personality with it: 
he is meticulous, open and frank 
in communicating pros and 
cons, and thorough, rigorous 
and entertaining. 

There are many reasons 
I wish I was 20 years younger, 
and Charles’s book is yet 
another. It may make you wish — 
as it does me — that you had this 
when you started out, you may 
want to sweep aside your current 
veg patch and start again. Or, if 
youre just starting off, it may 
leave you slightly perplexed as to 
why anyone would want to grow 
annual vegetables in any other 
way. Even if you're not ready to 
adopt Charles’s approach 
wholesale, there is much to enjoy 
and learn in this book that is 
essential reading for vegetable 
growers, old or new. 


Book offer 


RRP £19.99. Reader offer price £18.50 including p&p. 
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Whether you want to create a wild-flower meadow or a wildly 
flamboyant shed, there is a book this month to inspire you. 


Sher 


SHED DECOR OFFER 
by Sally Coulthard ee 
Jacqui Small, £25 

ISBN 978-1909342804 

Clever ideas — from fabrics to 
furniture and wood-burning stoves 
— to turn an ordinary garden shed 
into a fabulous hideaway. 
GARDENS OF CORNWALL ae 
by Katherine Lambert, £11.99 
photographs by Alex Ramsay 
Frances Lincoln, £12.99 

ISBN 978-0711236721 

Now in paperback, a look at some 
of Cornwall's best-known and 

most stunning gardens. 
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GARDENS OF THE OFFER 
AMALFI COAST sete 
by Robert Fisher 

Frances Lincoln, £20 

ISBN 978-0711236547 


( sof the 


Another new paperback, featuring 
24 gorgeous southern Italian 
gardens in one beautiful book. 


2 Amalfi Coast 


MAKING AWILDFLOWER- OFFER 


MEADOW aes 
by Pam Lewis 

Frances Lincoln, £14.99 

ISBN 978-0711236103 


Paperback reprint of Pam Lewis’s 
book about creating the magical 
wild-flower garden at Sticky Wicket. 


Most featured books are available to readers at special 
rates. For details of book offers, arranged in association 
with EFC Bookshop, call 01872 562318 or go to 
gardensillustrated.com/shop 


Offers apply to the reviewed books as indicated. Other titles listed here, and 
mentioned in the magazine, are available to order via gardensillustrated.com/ 
shop. Alternatively, call 01872 562318 with your credit or debit card details, or 
send a cheque payable to GARDENS ILLUSTRATED to: GARDENS ILLUSTRATED 
Bookshop, PO Box 200, Falmouth, Cornwall TR11 4WJ. 

Free delivery within UK. Worldwide delivery available with p&p calculated per 
order, please call 01872 562318 for a quote. Immediate Media Company is the 
data controller under the Data Protection Act 1998. All book orders are subject 
to 28 days’ delivery and available while stocks last. 
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Beat those January blues with 
a magazine subscription 


With over 30 magazines to choose from, why not take 
out a subscription to one of your favourite titles or Di) a 
new one and receive your first 5 issues for just : 
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@ Try your first 5 issues for 
just £5° 


THE PRETTIEST 
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he finale! tom Bader Mary MON 


give their verdict on Peter Capaldi 


the | x designers’ favourite garden 


@ Continue to make great 
savings after your trial period 


@ Enjoy easy and convenient 
delivery direct to your door 


tas f : Liz 40k SS Bee @ Never miss an issue of your 
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* This offer closes on 1 February 2015 and is valid for UK delivery addresses and by direct debit only. The discounts shown are savings calculated as a percentage of the full shop price, excluding Radio Times which is calculated as a percentage of the Basic Annual Rate. For overseas rates visit 
www.buysubscriptions.com or call 01795 414 746. Should the magazine ordered change in frequency; we will honour the number of issues and not the term of the subscription. Your are free to cancel your subscription at any time — if you cancel within 2 weeks of receiving your penultimate 
issue you will pay no more than the trial rate, this is with the exception of Radio Times and Match of the Day, which you will need to cancel 3 weeks before the trial is due to end. tCalls to the number above made from a BT landline will cost no more than 5p per minute. Calls from mobiles and 
other providers may vary. Radio Times and Match of the Day subscriptions are for 26 weekly issues (6 months). The Basic Annual UK Subscription Rate of Radio Times is £102. This price is for 51 issues, which includes the Christmas double issue and a contribution towards first class postage. 


Reader offers 


Exclusive snowdrop collection from Avon Bulbs 


Get your snowdrop collection off to a great start with this selection from bulb expert Avon Bulbs. The ten plants are supplied ‘in 


the green’ when the plants have finished flowering and it is a good time for establishing new plantings. 


3 x Galanthus ‘Atkinsii’ 

A building block to any snowdrop 
collection, this early hybrid form 
was being traded back in 1875. Tall 
stemmed with distinctive, long- 
pointed outer petals, it is elegant, 
vigorous and clumps up well. 


3 x Galanthus ‘S. Arnott’ 
Large, rounded flowers open 
wide to release a honey scent. 
Long stemmed and quite long 
flowering. Although more or less 
sterile so no seed is produced, it 
does clump up nicely. 


1 x Galanthus ‘Ophelia’ 

An early flowering Greatorex 
double galanthus. Tightly 
globular in flower, the first 
blooms are full of petals, though 
a secondary shorter-stemmed 
flower may fail to open properly. 


3 x Galanthus ‘Viridapice’ 

A substantial galanthus, with 
green tips to the outer petals and 
a large spathe that extends, like a 
giant feather on a hat, well above 
the flower. Can vary in height, 
size and extent of the greening. 


ORDER FORM — PLEASE SEND ORDER & PAYMENT to: 
GARDENS ILLUSTRATED Snowdrop Collection Offer, Avon Bulbs 
Ltd, Burnt House Farm, Mid Lambrook, South Petherton, 
Somerset TA13 5HE. Tel 01460 242177 


Price Qty (max 3)* | Total 
Snowdrop collection £40.50 & 
UK p&p included 

TOTAL & 


YOUR DETAILS 


Title Initial Surname 


Address 


Postcode 


Email address 


PAYMENT DETAILS 


| enclose a cheque for & 


made payable to Avon Bulbs Ltd 
and with my name and address on the back. 


Or charge my Visa Mastercard Maestro 
Card Number 

Start Date f Expiry Date / 
Switch Issue No Signature 


Planting advice from Avon Bulbs 

All snowdrops prefer cool, moist conditions in the spring and a 
surprisingly dry summer dormancy in the shade. Dig a deep, 
narrow planting hole probably 10-15cm deep loosening the soil 
at the bottom and introduce your snowdrop into this at a depth 
slightly greater than it was previously planted (where the stem 
turns green). Firm in and water the soil — remembering to label 
the spot. If planting more than one of the same cultivar, plant the 
next about 10cm away ideally. They will clump up in time. 


How to order 

Order hotline Call 01460 242177 and quote ‘Gardens Illustrated’ 
Order by post Please fill in the coupon and send it with a cheque 
or payment details to: Avon Bulbs Ltd, Burnt House Farm, 

Mid Lambrook, South Petherton, Somerset TA13 5HE. 

Postage & packing Postage to UK destinations included (EU 
customers please add £7). 

Offer closes 1 March 2015 (or while stocks last). *Restricted to a 
maximum of three collections per order. 


Avon Bulbs is a family-owned company renowned for its selection of 
spectacular and garden-worthy flower bulbs. To see its full range go 
to avonbulbs.co.uk or call 01460 242177 to request a catalogue. 


Terms and Conditions: Offer open to readers in the UK and European Union. All orders will be confirmed and 
collections will be dispatched from 1 February 2015 (weather dependent). For orders from Europe, payment is 
required by Credit Card so that postage charges can be adjusted accordingly. Please note that your contract 
for supply of goods is with Avon Bulbs. Full Terms & Conditions available upon request. Please order early as 
bulbs are subject to availability and restricted to a maximum of three collections per order. Avon Bulbs 
reserves the right to substitute any cultivars for others of equal or greater value. 
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Plant offer on Penelope Hobhouse’s 100 recommended plants 


On page 39, the respected garden designer and 
plantswoman Penelope Hobhouse shares her 
recommendations on 100 plants she thinks every 
gardener should grow. If you've been inspired to 
try anew plant or return to some old favourites, 
here's an exclusive reader offer. Award-winning 
nursery Hortus Loci and online plant supplier 
plantify.co.uk are offering a 10% discount ona 
selection of Penelope’s 100 favourite plants. 


How to order To see which plants are 
available and make orders go to hortusloci. 
co.uk/buy/gardens-illustrated-top-100- 
plants. Alternatively, for a free plant list call 
01753 336123. (New plant lines may be added 
as they become available.) 


Order online Select your plants from the 


Hortus Loci page. When prompted, use the code GILL2015 


to gain your discount. 
Order by post Send your order to Whitewater 


Plant Centre, Hound Green, Hook, Hampshire RG27 8LQ. 


Please quote ‘Gardens Illustrated’ 
Order hotline Call 01753 336123 and quote 
‘Gardens Illustrated’ 


Postage & packing Charged at £5.99, whatever the 
number of plants ordered. Plants can be sent throughout 
the UK, including the Highlands and Islands, Northern 


Ireland, IOW and IOM. Unfortunately we cannot 
the Channel Islands. 


Customers are also welcome to collect from 
Hortus Loci’s retail plant centre and avoid 
paying carriage. Whitewater Plant Centre, 
Hound Green, Hook, Hampshire RG27 8LQ. 


Offer closes 31 March 2015. 
Plants will be dispatched from 6 April 2015. 


Please note Plants offered are subject to 
availability. While Hortus Loci stocks over half 
of Penelope’s mentioned plants, it does not 
stock all of them. To find suppliers for specific 
plants, please check the RHS Plant Finder 
book or rhs.org.uk/Plants/Search-Form 
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Save on your copy of the National Gardens Scheme Yellow Book 201 


‘The essential guide’ 


“ Investec | 


Published each year in February The Yellow 
Book is the essential county-by-county 
guide to the thousands of gardens in 
England and Wales that open on behalf of 
The National Gardens Scheme (many of 
them not usually open to the public) to 
help raise funds for charities. 


Order your copy of The Yellow Book 
2015 Buy direct from The National Gardens 
Scheme (NGS) and benefit from the 
special offer price of just £9 (rrp £11.99), 
including postage and packing to UK 

postal addresses. 


How to order Go to ngs.org.uk and click 
on the ‘Shop’ tab to place your book order. 


Use the promotional code GIYB15 when 
prompted to gain your discount. 


Offer closes 31 July 2015. 
Please allow 14 days for delivery. 


The National Gardens Scheme helps 
raise funds for charities, such as Macmillan 
Cancer Support, Marie Curie Cancer 
Care, Hospice UK and the Carers Trust. 
In 2014 the NGS donated £2.5 million 
to its beneficiary charities and since its 
founding in 1927, the scheme has 
donated some £45 million to nursing 
and gardening charitable causes. 
Every NGS garden visit you make will 
help raise further funds. 


109 


BUYING BACK ISSUES OF 


PRINT VERSION 
You can buy printed 
issues of the 
magazine published 
up to 12 months 
ago: February 2014 
to January 2015 
issues are available. 


GARDENS 


DIGITAL VERSION 
GARDENS ILLUSTRATED 
is available as a digital 
edition — search 
‘GARDENS ILLUSTRATED’ 
on the App Store, 
Google Play or 
Zinio.com 


CLOTHBOUND SLIPCASES 
Cost from £9.50 each (inc p&p). Subscriber 
discounts available — see below for details. 


TO ORDER PRINTED COPIES OR SLIPCASES 


0844 8440253 +441795 414721 


GARDENS ILLUSTRATED PRINTED ISSUES ORDER FORM 
Complete the order form and send to: GARDENS ILLUSTRATED, Back Issues, 
PO Box 279, Sittingbourne, Kent ME9 8DF. (You may photocopy this form.) 


| would like to order copy/copies of issue(s) 
SUBSCRIBERS NON-SUBSCRIBERS 

[ ]ukK-£4.40 per copy [1 uk - £5.50 per copy 

LJ EU - £5.20 per copy L]EU-£6.50 per copy 

LI Rest of world —- £6 per copy L_] Rest of world - £7.50 per copy 


| would like to order slipcase(s) 

SUBSCRIBERS NON-SUBSCRIBERS 

UK — £750 each [_] UK- £9.50 each 

EU — £8.50 each | EU- £1075 each 

Rest of world — £9.50 each L_] Rest of world - £12 each 
Postage & packaging is included in all prices. 


PAYMENT DETAILS 


enclose a cheque/international money order made payable to 
GARDENS ILLUSTRATED for & 


would like to pay by credit/debit card, please debit my card 
Visa Mastercard L] Maestro a 
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Expiry date L] LJ | L] Issue no. (Maestro only) LJ L] 
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ACROSS 2 Common virus affecting leaves — a 
5/7 Yellow wildflower, genus Lotus — if bitty work of art! (6) 
sort of tri-lobed, perhaps (5,4,7) 3 The blackthorn fruit’s sluggish, 


8 The linden tree genus — in tormentil we hear (4) 

| assume (5) 4 Shrub with large palmate leaves 

9 Plant of the borage family — such an and small white umbels, a Fiat's 

‘A, maybe (7) demolished! (6) 

10 Train this fast-growing broad 5 Cooking apple: Malus, initially put in 


bean? (7) mixed barley (7) 
11 Broken boles' leaf divisions (5) 6 Beer is the downfall of these 
13 Montbretia genus — bit removed from garden pests (5) 


macrobiotics, possibly (9) 7 See 5 across. 

15 Taxus: popular with topiarists (3,4) 8 Cultivated ground’s upper layer (7) 
18 Aquatic plant leaf — awfully pallid 12 Shady place in the garden — for 
around end of February (4,3) violinist? (5) 


20 Medicinal plant, of homeopathic use, 14 See 28 across. 

initially hard, broken spare rib (4,5) 16 Dig out and put elsewhere in the 
22 A national turnip-like vegetable! (5) = garden (7) 

23 Green-leafed vegetable — creates 17 Pea Ruth cultivated to draw up soil 
awful pains, cold, then hot (7) around a plant (5,2) 

25 Plant with sword-like, silvery 19 Progressive death of shoots etc (7) 
leaves — is a late variety (7) 20 Commonly called plantain lilies — 
27 Turn aside part of papaver one in crowds (6) 

transplant (5) 21 Like waterlogged ground (6) 
28/14 Acer griseum produces apple 22 Woodland god's hybrid hellebore (5) 
‘Pam Barker’ (9,5) 24 Genus of shrubs aka sweetspire... 
DOWN in white ash (4) 

1‘GOQT chairman's first, endless 26 Nutrient-rich soil initially left over 
heath genus (4) after mulching (4) 


SOLUTIONS TO THIS MONTH'S CROSSWORD WILL BE PRINTED NEXT MONTH 


JANUARY’S SOLUTIONS 

ACROSS 1 Shrivel 8 Ends 9 Rears 10 Rain 11/5 Woolly aphids 12 Borecole 14 Bindweed 

16 Potash 18 Wasabi 20 Mutation 22 Cats-tail 24 Dried 25 Stun 26 Cream 27 Iris 28 Briars 
29 Nosegay. DOWN 1 Santolina 2 Rustled 3 Verey 4 Leafbud 5 Ass 6 Haricot 7 Drill 13 Repot 
15 Erica 17 Sword lily 19 Amsonia 20 Mullein 21 Twining 23 Aster 24 Domes 26 Cos. 


DECEMBER’S PRIZE CROSSWORD SOLUTIONS (answer to the question: Amaryllis) 
ACROSS 1 Biggs 4 Malus 7 Taproots 11 Straggly 12 Inter 13 Litter 14 Lady Balfour 16 Sea holly 
17 Thin out 18 Knotweed 22 Molehills 24 Snowdrops 26 Scoparius 29 Cucumbers 32 Wong 
34 Lancelot 35 Crystal 38 Wreaths 4.0 Pot marigold 41 Riddle 44 Grasmere 45 Serrated 

46 Toted 47 Sinks. DOWN 1 Bethlehem 2 Gladdon 3 Sagebrush 4 Mayfly 5 Lei 6 Saturates 

7 Tares 8 Pollarded 9 Outdoor 10 Trellises 15 Ornus 19 Eroica 21 Albion 23 Loo 25 Ore 26 Snow 
White 27 Allotment 28 Sheeps-bit 29 Croft 30 Marginals 31 Standards 33/20 Guelder rose 
36 Snowman 37/42 Ragged robin 39 Shred 43 Nut. 48 Damascena. 


Garden birds 


With spring approaching fast, attract the birds to your garden by choosing from this range 
of brilliant products to help birds flourish 


ARK-KLENS 


For safe and easy cleansing of bird baths, boxes 
and tables, use Ark-Klens. Non-scented and 
effective against a wide range of common 
diseases, it keeps wild birds safe without putting 
them off their food. Available in ready-to-use 
and concentrated versions. 

TELO1962 844316 WEB vetark.co.uk 


THE OWL BOX 


The Barn Owl Nest Box with Shelf is our most 
popular box; it cost £62.50 plus postage. The 
Owl Box also offers boxes for tawny owl, little 
owl, garden birds, bats, dormouse etc. with all 
profits going to the rehabilitation of wildlife. 
TEL 01248 421091 WEB theowlbox.co.uk 


GARDENATURE 


Watch in the comfort of your home with this 
simple and effective way to create your very own 
wildlife TV channel. This high-quality Cedar Nest 
box with camera comes ready assembled, is easy to 
set up and fun for all the family. Quote GI. 3 @ 
TEL 01473 327775 WEB gardenature.co.uk r twas 


U0 BIRD FEEDE 
4 

CJ WILDLIFE ~ 
CJ Wildlife are the one-stop shop for all your garden 
wildlife needs. This month we're offering Gardens 
Illustrated readers an exclusive opportunity to 
purchase 5kg of premium ‘Hi-Energy Supreme’ seed 
mix (£19.95) and receive a FREE feeder (worth 
£12.95). Quote UKGAR218 when you order. 
TEL 0800 731 2820 WEB birdfood.co.uk/GAR2 


KEDRON PET AND GARDEN 


Beautifully crafted bird feeders and boxes, 
handmade from FSC-certified Northern 
European silver birch wood-the perfect gift for 
garden or nature lovers. Each item is attractively 
packaged in recycled natural board boxes, with 
prices from £17.95 to £19.95. For these and other 
unique gift ideas for garden, pet and home, 
please visit our website. 

WEB kedronnaturalproducts.co.uk 


GARDENS2YOU 


Gardens2you offers this unique heart-shaped 
bird feeder for the garden. Ideal to hang in trees 
or around your outdoor space to feed the birds. 
Makes a wonderful gift idea at only £14.99 with 
free delivery, plus quote or use the code “Love33’ 
for 10 per cent discount. 

TEL 01933 278857 WEB gardens2you.co.uk 


Spectacular snowdrops 


Nothing represents the beauty of winter quite like a breathtaking snowdrop display, and here are some of 
the finest Britain has to offer. Make the trip and indulge 


1 WATERPERRY GARDENS 2 RODE HALL AND GARDEN 
Celebrate the first signs of spring = Snowdrop Walks is 
with Snowdrop Weekends Come and see one of the 

at Waterperry Gardens. The most spectacular displays of 

ornamental gardens will be snowdrops in the North with 

carpeted with more than 30 over 70 different varieties set in 


different varieties of snowdrop, 
with free tours on the weekends 


a stunning Humphry Repton if 
landscape. 7 February — 8 March i 


of 14 and 21 Feb (entrance fee pee as WN RS PR ac open daily, except Mondays, 
applies). Opening times: 10am ad : y XO. ae llam — 4pm. 


~ 


— 5pm January— March, 10am 
—5.30pm April — October. Party 
bookings welcome by arrangement. 


ADDRESS Waterperry, Near ADDRESS Scholar Green, 
Wheatley, Oxfordshire OX33 1JZ Cheshire ST7 3QP 
TEL 01844 339254 TEL 01270 873237 


WEB rodehall.co.uk 


WEB waterperrygardens.co.uk 


3 CHIPPENHAM PARK GARDENS 4 HEVER CASTLE 


Ey 


Over 35 acres of spectacular woodland, 
lakeside and formal gardens. Woodland 
walks carpeted in a magnificent display 
of snowdrops and aconites, which have 
naturalised themselves in vast numbers. 
A mass of hellebores, fiery dogwoods 
and exceptional trees help make this a 
truly inspirational time to visit. 
Refreshments available all day from our 


Follow a snowdrop trail through 
the grounds of Hever Castle, 
once the childhood home of 
Anne Boleyn, and enjoy the 
early blossoms of camellia and 
quince in the award-winning 
gardens. Meander along the 
paths for fabulous snowdrop 
displays and enjoy blankets of 
these delicate flowers alongside 
the double moat that surrounds 
the 700-year-old castle. 
ADDRESS Hever, Edenbridge, 
Kent TN8 7NG 

TELO1732 865224 

WEB hevercastle.co.uk 


cae : Ps 


licensed tearoom. Open: All Fridays, peer 


Saturdays and Sundays 30 January— “3 
1 March 10am—4pm, entry £5. 
ADDRESS Chippenham, 

Near Newmarket, Cambs CB7 5PT 
TEL 01638 721416 


WEB chippenhamparkgardens.co.uk 


5 BENINGTON LORDSHIP GARDENS 


Historic ruins serve as a 
spectacular backdrop to 

the wonderful display of 
naturalised snowdrops at 
Benington Lordship. As home 
to a collection of 200 named 
snowdrop varieties, this garden 
is a must-see attraction for any 
keen galanthophile. Plant sales. 
Open daily 12-4pm, 7 February 
— 1 March 2015. Homemade 
soup, cream teas and cakes. 
ADDRESS Benington Lordship, 
Stevenage, Herts SG2 7BS 

TEL 01438 869668 

WEB beningtonlordship.co.uk 


Over 200 acres to discover including the finest productive gardens in 
Britain. These award-winning restored Victorian gardens act as a 
window on to Heligan’s past. Today’s team grow over 200 varieties of 
fruit and vegetables to tempt your taste buds — a real inspiration for 
garden and food lovers alike. 

ADDRESS Pentewan, St Austell, Cornwall PL26 6EN 


TEL 01726 845100 WEB heligan.com 


7 CAMBO GARDENS 


The popularity of our workshops and 
events held around snowdrop time 
has led to funding from the Heritage 
Lottery Fund for the transformation 
of a historic stable block into a new 
visitor and learning centre, ready for 
2015. Don't miss the Snowdrops by 
Starlight! Mail order bulbs. Open 
daily 10am — 4.30pm. Adults £5.50, 
children free. 


ADDRESS Kingsbarns, St Andrews, 
Fife KY16 8QD 

TELO1333 450054 

WEB camboestate.com 


8 COLESBOURNE PARK 


Started in the 1880s by plant collector 
Henry John Elwes FRS the snowdrop 
collection has been enhanced greatly in 
recent years by great-grandson Henry 
Elwes and his wife Carolyn. Ten acres 
with lakeside and woodland paths, 250 
varieties of snowdrop and visitors can 
also see the church and intriguing blue 
lake. Teas and plant sales. Gates open 

1 pm. £7.50; children free, dogs 
welcome. Open 31 January and every 
Sat and Sun in February until 1 March. 
ADDRESS Colesbourne Park, 
Gloucestershire GL53 9NP 

TEL 01242 870264 

WEB snowdrop.org.uk 
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10 WELFORD PARK 


Welford Park has magnificent 
carpets of snowdrops. Open 
Wednesday to Sunday, 1lam 

— 4pm in February. Plant sale 
Thursday 26 February 2015.Tea 
Rooms serving fresh local lunch 
and tea, and snowdrop giftshop. 


ADDRESS Welford Park, 
Newbury, Berkshire RG20 8HU 
TELO1488 608691 

WEB welfordpark.co.uk 


9 CHELSEA PHYSIC GARDEN 


Get up close with those harbingers of 
spring: snowdrops. Enjoy the opportunity 
to take an eye-level view, with displays 
allowing you to appreciate their subtle 
complexities. Many of the bulbs, shrubs and 
perennials on display will be available to 
buy from a marquee where garden experts 
will guide you through choosing the best of 
these winter delights. The event includes a 
variety of walks, talks and workshops with 
garden and snowdrop specialists. 


ADDRESS 66 Royal Hospital Road, 
London SW3 4HS 


TEL 020 7352 5646 
WEB chelseaphysicgarden.co.uk 


There is inspiration to be 
found at Marks Hall in the 
depths of winter. In February, 
the charming woodland of 
Robins Grove has a glorious 
carpet of three varieties 

of delicate white nodding 
snowdrops. A wonderful 
spectacle for the whole family. 


ADDRESS Coggeshall, Essex, 
CO61TG 

WEB markshall.org.uk 
TELO1376 563796 


dovetailgreenhouses.co.uk 


Call: 0121 311 2900 


dovetail 
greenhouses 


im 


MALVERN COPPICING 


Rustic timber gazebos, arbours, 
pergolas and structures from 
our sustainably managed 
local woodlands 


MALVERNCOPPICING.CO.UK 
TEL. 01684 574865 
MOB. 07946169123 


LOOKING TO 
IBE PUBLISHED? 


SUBMISSIONS AND 
SAMPLES WELCOMED. 
ALL WORK CONSIDERED, 
NO AGENT REQUIRED. 


‘ AUST'N MACAULEY 
en cet hes 
CGC-33-01, 25 Canada Square 
Canary Wharf, London, E14 SLQ 
Tel: 0207 038 8212 
www.austinmacauley.com 
mail@austinmacauley.com 


twenty twenty 


contemporary art and craft 


ASURING & 
FITTING INCLUDED 


TO BOOK A FREE HOME APPOINTMENT WITH A LOCAL ADVISOR 
CALL 0800 389 1658 OR VISIT HILLARYS.CO.UK 


T’s & C's apply. 


Includes tools, 


wire & illustrated 
instructions by 
Celia Smith 


Approx completed dimensions b 
17x12 x7cm — - 
This superb kit is a collaboration between Twenty Twenty 


Gallery and contemporary artist Celia Smith. It contains 
all you need to create a stunning wire bird sculpture. 


Buy online from twenty-twenty.co.uk 


TWENTY TWENTY GALLERY 01952 727952 


Woodpecker Joinery (ux) 1a 


“Putting the wood 
back into Greenhouses” 


Manufacturers 
of High Quality 
British Hand Made 
Cedar Greenhouses, 

Garden Build 


Dores 


oS 
| 
Support where it’s needed 


S 7 


For more information 
Call: 01889 562 610 Visit: www.woodpecker-joinery.co.uk 


Chrysanthemums 
Direct 


Holmes Chapel Road, Over Peover, 
Knutsford, Cheshire. WAL6 9RA 
Tel: 0800 046 7443 
sales@chrysanthemumsdirect.co.uk 


Sy 


Oxderi par Rey Plant Supports (UK) Ltd have the largest range 


2015 roe 
Catalogue 
NOW 


The widest range of Chrysanthemums 
available to growers in the U.K, with nearly 
450 varieties, for the garden and exhibition, 

all grown from clean stock on our nursery 
in Cheshire. 


www.chrysanthemumsdirect.co.uk 


of Plant Supports within the UK. 
All handmade in Tenbury Wells, Worcestershire. 


To order telephone 01584 781578 or visit 


SNOWDROPS 
IN THE GREEN 


SINGLE SNOWDROPS 
SINGLE SNOWDROPS 
DOUBLE SNOWDROPS 
DOUBLESNOWDROPS £120 per 1000 
ENGLISH BLUEBELLS £14 per 100 
CROCUS £9 per 100 
ACONITES £8 per50 
MINIATURE DAFFODILS £8 per 50 
MINIATURE TULIPS £8 per50 


ALL BULBS TOP QUALITY 


P&P FREE. MAKE CHEQUES & POSTAL ORDERS 
PAYABLE TO ANGLIA BULBS, LORDS LANE, 
WISBECH, CAMBS, PEI3 4TU 
PHONE 01945 410966 
HOME VISITS WELCOME 


£9 per 100 
£70 per 1000 
£14 per 100 


pene enNS NURSERY 


NATIONAL FRUIT 
TREE SPECIALISTS 
VISIT OUR WEBSITE FOR 
DISCOUNT CODES - UP TO 20% 
OFF - VALID UNTIL 20/02/2015 
NATIONWIDE DELIVERY 
Moor View, Godshill, Isle of Wight 
PO38 3HW 
Tel: 01983 840750 (24hrs) / 522243 


HEDGING AND YOUNG TREES 


Per10 50 Per10 50 
£27.90 £132 
£ 


Alder, Common 4-5ft transplants...£14.90 £69 Holly, Green 1-1'/2ft pot grown.... 
Beech, Green 2-3ft transplanted .....£8.90 £39 Hornbeam 2-3ft tranplanted . 
Beech, Green 3-4ft transplanted ...£13.90 £64 Hornbeam 3-4ft tranplanted .. 
Beech, Purple 1-1'/2ft seediings....£10.90 £49 Horse Friendly Hedging 2-3ft tr. .....£9. 
Beech, Purple 2-3ft transplants. 


WWW.EUROBULBS.CO.UK 


GROWERS OF TOP QUALITY BULBS IN THE GREEN 
5 Piicatus Warhem Snowdrop with every £50 spent on Bulbs/Plants 


Berberis darwinii 8-12ins pot gr... 
Blackthorn 2-3ft seedlings. 
Box, Common 6-8ins trans. 
Cotoneaster franchetii 16-24" tr. 


Dog Rose 2-3ft transplanted... 
Dogwood 2-3ft transplanted 
Elaeagnus ebbingei 8-12” pg 
Field Maple 2-3ft transplanted. 
Guelder Rose 16-24ins seedling . 
Hazel 2-3ft transplanted... cue H 

Carriage, except ‘Scottish Highlands and Islands- add. £8. 95 

Visit our web site - www.hedging.co.uk 
or request a FREE COLOUR BROCHURE listing many other sizes, plants and sundries. 
Please check on availability if collecting from the Garden Centre. Open 7 days a week. 


SNOWDROPS IN 
THE GREEN 


£5.00 per 50 
£8.00 per 30 


EST SUPPLIER 
Single Snowdrops 
Double Snowdrops 
Ellwesii Snowdrops 
Aconites 

Miniature Daffodils 
Snowflake Acstivum 
Bluebells 


50 100 500 1000 
rare eon men eten ee Single Snowdrops £5.00 £8.50 £40.00 £70.00 
aurel 1-1 '/2ft bare root 
Mixed Native Hedging 2-3ft tr. Double Snowdrops £7.00 £11.00 £50.00 £95.00 
Norway Spruce 12-18ins trans... Elwessi Snowdrops £17.00 £28.00 
FUE AC A eas S Arnott Snowdrop £22.50 perl0 
Atkinsii £25.00 per10 
Hymalis ( Winter Aconite) £8.50 £15.00 £70.00 £130.00 
Snowflake Aestivum £12.00 per25 
Yew, English 8-12ins trans. .. Snowflake Gravetye Giant £20.00 per25 
Snowflake Leucojum Vernum £22.50 per10 
English Bluebells £7.50 £13.00 £60.00 £115.00 
Large Flowering Crocus Mix £5.00 £9.00 £40.00 
B U C Kl N G H A M N U R S E RI | ES Narcissus i e Tete £7.50 £14.00 £65.00 
57 Tingewick Road, Buckingham, MK18 4A pare cal 5 : SU al IB 
Tel, 01280 622188 Fax 01280 618401. E-mall ere Narcissus Pseudo Lobularis (Lent Lily) £15.00 £28.00 
Narcissus Pheasants Eye £15.00 £28.00 
Narcissus Tenby Lily £15.00 £28.00 
CYCLAMEN SOLD IN 9CM POTS £5.80per3 £16.50 per9 
Coum Mixed Pink, Coum Alba, Coum Silverleaf 
Hedrifolium Pink, Hedrifolium Alba, Hedrifolium Silverleaf 
HELLEBOROUS SOLD IN 9CM POTS £6.25 per3 £18.25 per9 
Niger, Orientalis, Lady Series 
QUALITY BULBS PRIMULA SOLD IN 9CM POTS £3.95per3 £11.15 per9 
£9.50 per 100 £80 per 1000 Vulgaris ( Wild Primrose), Elatior ( Oxslip), Veris ( Cowslip) 
£15.50 per 100 £130 per 1000 ECHINACEA SOLD IN 9CM POTS £3.95per3 £18.25 perd 


£5,00 per 10 
£5.00 per 20 
£5.50 per 20 
£6.00 per 10 
£8.00 per 50 
Please add £3.50 towards p&p — Cheques & P.O, made payable to: 


A Brown, A.B, Nurseries Dept GW 


A B NURSERIES 
27 Westmead Avenue, Wisbech, Cambs PE13 2SL 
‘Tel: 01945 465310 Cardline: 01945 475782 
abnurseries@gmail.com f] 


‘We have doen advertising in Gardeners’ World Magazine for over 21 wears 


Pururea Rosy/Purple, Pururea White, Pururea Pink 
MANY MORE VARIETIES AVAILABLE ON OUR WEBSITE. 
Email: info@eurobulbs.co.uk 
All bulbs are flowering size, including free ones. 
Delivery is just £3.50 uk mainland only 
Other destinations please telephone for price. 
Cheque or card payments please with orders 
Eurobulbs UK Itd, 314,Smeeth Rd Marshland St James 
— Wisbech Cambs PE14 8EP 
emamens| Tel 01945 430009 Fax 430303 Email info@eurobulbs.co.uk 
ALL MAJOR DEBIT AND CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED 


www.deaconsnurseryfruits.co.uk 


hy THEBETH 
y CATT 
~ Buy your 
plants 


Huge range of perennials, 
ferns, grasses and more 


Majority propagated on site 
Healthy strong plants 
Packed with care 
www.bethchatto.co.uk 


STAUDENSAMEN - PERENNIAL SEEDS - GRAINES DE PLANTES VIVACES 
Production - Breeding - Seed Technology 


UK Office: Meadows (Fenton) Ltd - PO Box 78: St Ives, Huntingdon - Cambs PE27 6ZA 
Phone (01480) 46 35 70 - Fax (01480) 4660 42 - wwwielitto.com - richard@jelitto.com 


THORNHAYES 
NURSERY 


Popular with professional and amateur 

gardeners alike for an extensive range of 

fruit and ornamental trees and hedging 
in a wide range of sizes 
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Delivery throughout the UK and Ireland Roscoea 


"Red Gurka’ £7.50 


Roscoea 


freshly lifted 
flowering size 


Phone or buy online 


01778 590455 


www.twelvenunns.co.uk 


The Perfect Gig) 


St. Andrews Wood, Dulford, Cullompton, 
Devon EX15 2DF 
@ 01884 266746 | trees@thornhayes-co.uk 


www.thornhayes-nursery.co.uk 


CLIMATISEDCOATINGS 


ELIMINATES HOUSE PAINTING 


Climatised Coatings are a superb range of external wall 
coatings that are tough, flexible, durable and weatherproof 


High build breathing coating suitable for all types 
of external walls 

@ All latest colourings available 

@ Nationwide service with over 20 years experience 
@ Guaranteed not to flake, peel or chip for 10 years 
@ Not affected by acid rain or salt laden atmosphere 


This resurfacing is applied by high pressure spray by our own fully 
trained staff. All our work is done by our own highly trained personnel, 


to an exceptionally high standard of detail, rarely seen these days. 


Climatised Coatings (U.K.) Ltd., 
105 Weston Grove, Upton, Chester CH2 1QP 
or telephone Chester (01244) 378488 
www.climatisedcoatings.co.uk 


___ THe Peniop 
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Stair Rope Specialist 


mAoC WCnmws 


De PHD 


Bah ata ia BEE ON 
Commerce House 4 High Street Nutfield Surrey RH1 4HQ 


www.stairropesdirect.com E-mail: info@periodflooring.com 


Tel: 01737 823053 


nanmvvon 


Traditional Dutch Light Timber Glasshouses 
Standard & Bespoke 
_ Made to Order 


Peritys 
Bona Lane, Wisbech, Cambs, PEI3 IQ 


Tel & Fax: 01945 410471 
www.peritys.co.uk 


OXFORD 
PLANTERS 


www.oxfordplanters.co.uk 


, 


Specialist manufacturers of British 
handcrafted internal and external 
Planters and Furniture. 


Available in: Oak, Iroko or Accoya; 
painted in your choice of colour. 


We also offer a bespoke design 
and build service 


For more information 
email info@oxfordplanters.co.uk or 
call 01608 683022 


All products manufactured in the 
Cotswolds using sustainable timber. 


a 


CLAIRE 
AUSTIN 


Exclusively Mail Order 
PERENNIALS 
PEONIES 
IRISES 
over 800 varieties 
www.claireaustin- 


hardyplants.co.uk 
Tel: 01686 670342 


catalogue available 


OI 225.55/7 


garden-requisites.co.uk 


www.cleftwood.com 
2 CES 


Cleft oak fencing and gates for gardens large and small. 


€ mt 


Hand crafted from English oak in the Home Counties, 
shipped nationwide and abroad. 


07813 760763 


enquiries@cleftwood.com 


ROUEN Vis 


cee fees 
Holiday. cottaceemmbCautifalerurall 
A ‘ 

*& COastal locations qyzq5 
www.islandcottageho 


F ose littaqer Austrian Alps ¢ Italian Dolomites * Picos de Europa « Pyrenees 


Walk in alpine Europe’s best floral sites 


For the perfect holiday all year round, 
Fowey Cottages offer some of the finest 
properties inand around Fowey, Cornwall. 


ileal elie ats Arrive and depart on the days of your choice. 
é ycottages.com 
Tel: 01726 833397 Self-guide or join daily organised walks. 
Exquisite Hotels, Chalets or Self Catering. 
¢ Places of interest and other days out. 


Visit our website or request our beautiful brochure. 


% 01799 513331 www.colletts.co.uk <DABTA 


Over 500 coastal, waterside, rural 
and dog-friendly holiday cottages 
throughout the South West. 


For special offers and a free copy of our brochure 
call us on 01548 202020 or check out our website QUALITY al 


ACCREDITED COTTAGE/SELF CATERING 


www.toadhallcottages.co.uk AGENCY BOOKING COMPANY 


Marketplace To advertise call Sally Overton on 0117 314 7413 


perilla 


for the finest British Alpaca socks 


ews Dei lA conk 


tel: 01886 853615 


cel Tic & FOREST 


MONMOUTH BENCH 
CARMARTHEN CLASSIC DELUXE 


At Celtic Forest We Create Aroard Winning & Beautiful Garden 
Furniture. Welsh Tradition, Forest Sustainability And High Quality 
Craftsmanship Are At The Heart Of Our Business. 


selected Oak Woods Are Handcrafted In Carmarthen In West Wales 
To Order, So Every Product Is Quite Unique To Each Customer. Our 
roorkshop also provides bespoke commissions upon request. 


Our Passion Is To Produce Furniture That Will Be Cherished By You 
And Your Family For Generations To Come. 
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Cedar Nursery 


Plants & Outdoor Living 


a , Dae 


Visit us 7 days a week in Cobham, Surrey 


i a ie uf eo on . : es 
ape Design Oak Garages and Car Ports 


Come and meet our friendly, knowledgeable team and see our design led 
range of Plants and Pots, Garden Furniture, BBQs and Outdoor Kitchens, 
Wood Fired Ovens, Cedar Hot Tubs, Oak Buildings and 3D Landscape Design. 


Call Click Visit 
01932 862473 landscaping.co.uk Horsley Road, Cobham, KT 11 3UX 


ILLUSTRATED 


he 


{ MARCH ISSUE {2 


* Gardener Matthew Reese begins a new 
series on creative container planting 


= ° How the British mastered the perfect lawn 
+ The best plants for March 
* Visit a French garden filled with narcissi 


| 


* Discover Woolbeding — a 20th-century 
garden masterpiece in West Sussex 


‘ON SALE 20 FEBRUARY 


Available as a digital edition — search ‘Gardens Illustrated’ on the App Store, 


Google Play or Zinio.com. Also in selected Waitrose, Sainsbury’s 


and Tesco stores, as well as WHSmith, and all good magazine retailers. 


the writer's plot 


Grand designs 


An end to California’s drought feels like a good omen for Frank as he plans his new garden 


WORDS FRANK RONAN ILLUSTRATION ANGELA HARDING 


moved in. That should 

have been an annoyance, 
having to shuttle furniture 
from the storage in an open 
pick-up, but it seemed more 
like a benediction. A damp 
mattress is no price at all to 
pay for the prospect of life 
returning to the garden. On 
the radio they were calling 
it a storm, but really it was 
just four days of steady, 


I t began to rain the day we 


warm showers, seducing 
hydrophobic soil that had lost 
the memory of water, turning 
dust to mud; showing, at last, 
in this garden, where things 
might be planted. 

This is an acre, near the top 
of a hill, facing north, about 
ten miles inland from Ventura 
in Southern California. There 
are nice views to the hills on 
the other side of the valley, 
which have all the right angles 
to catch the sunset. The sunset 
is often an enchanting shade of pink. We are near enough to the sea 
to catch fresh breezes and far enough away to avoid the murk and fog 
that haunts the Californian coast. Further inland the Ojai Valley can 
be unbearably hot. Whoever built this house, I think and hope, was 
someone with an eye for the optimum spot. 

It is a 1950s ranch bungalow, considered an old house by local 
standards. The ranch has long been sacrificed to make other houses, 
but they are not very obvious from where we sit. Half the land 
surrounds the house, in a garden-like way; the rest falls steeply below 
it. There are plenty of good trees, dominated by the local coastal live 
oak, Quercus agrifolia, a thing of immense character and charm, with 
eccentrically wandering boughs and tightly dense leaves. 

There are vast areas of ivy ground cover beneath the 
trees, which will have to go. It isn’t even a nice kind of ivy, 
though you see it in almost every landscaping scheme 
in this part of the world. I can see the temptation, in an 
awkward place, to plant the one thing that you know will 
succeed, but there is no excuse for planting something 
so depressing to look at, and I could no more live with it 
than I could live with swathes of Hypericum at home. 

There is one lemon tree, in the wrong place, which 
I hope won't resent a change of quarters, and four 
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There is one lemon tree, in the wrong place, 
which I hope wortt resent a change of quarters 


pomegranate saplings, 
struggling to exist at all. 
We were told there was 
an avocado but have yet 
to find it. There is some 
crazy paving, which looks 
positively tasteful beside 
the pink concrete slabs of 
which there are a lot more. 
Otherwise there 
is not much garden to 
speak of. The previous 
owner conscientiously 
gave up watering in the 
drought, so what were her 
lawns and flowerbeds are 
no more, save for scraps 
of coarse grass reappearing 
with the rain. There is 
an irisy leaf which began 
to poke out everywhere 
as soon as it was wet — it 
might be Hesperantha, or 
it might be something 
more charming — whatever 
it is, I suspect it will be a 
struggle to manage. 
It is hard to know where to begin. At the moment I am 


Mehdi. 


still at the wandering and chin rubbing stage. All the paths 
and beds seem to be in the wrong place, and it is worth trying to 
work out why they were placed like that before attempting to 
correct them. The reason is probably that what used to be the 
front of the house is now the back, and subsequent adjustments 
were made piecemeal and on whims. There needs to be a 
grander, more intelligent plan. 

I have an idea that the steep slope might be planted with 
olives, which should look good from above, perhaps interlaced 
with the odd helicopterous climber. Otherwise, as there will be 
no more lawns, and meadows don’t work here, there 
will be a lot of bed in need of filling. I like the idea of 
crowds of succulents and blocks of annuals, so a good 
start might be to get propagating. 


AS READER EVENT 
Don't miss the chance to hear Frank discuss his thoughts 
on the great contradictions of creating a garden 
the GARDENS ILLUSTRATED Festival in April. For more 


details on this and other events, and to find out how to 


Frank Ronan is 
a novelist who 
gardens in both 
the UK and USA. 


book tickets see page 8 or visit gardensfestival.com 


As approved by 


HEART UK 


THE CHOLESTEROL CHARITY 


CEREALS 


ATHELPLOWER 
OLESTEROL 


i 
Family milling 


, in Che shire! since 1675| | 


; 


/ 
www. momfta com | 


*As part of a varied and balanced diet and,a healthy lifestyle, oat beta glucan has been shown tok help lowe ho cholesterol. 
Blood cholesterol lowering may reduce the risk of coronary heart disease. One 45g serving of Marnflake Gold Nuts & Seeds iy 
Oatbran Granola provides 1.1g of oat bet a-glucan from oats and og iraty which is\36% of 3g, the Bugzested daily intake. 


| 


' 
; | 


wha, 
HARTLEY &fR® BOTANIC 
Cet 


WIT PRIDE- SINCE 1938 


4 at \ 


For all our call or click 
www.hartley-botanic.co.uk Quoting Ref: Gl 


THE FINEST GREENHOUSES MONEY GAN BUY 


